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ANNOUNCE... 


For the first time in history | 












pamous Flamingo Pink Iris 


At New General Price Levels 


Now, for the first time, in the popular price class. Now 
every gardener can enjoy this famous flamingo pink. A 
rare and beautiful iris. A collector’s item at highest prices 
until cur bumper crop came in. A pure seashell pink. 
Makes up in bouquets of marvelous softness and beauty of 
color. Long pointed buds, a delight in themselves. Sturdy, 
36-inch stems. One of the loveliest iris grown (see pic- 
tures at left and below). Priced at $10 last year. Reduced 
by our bumper crop to $4.00 


SPECIAL OFFER 


Three pinks — one each of Pink Cameo, Spindrift, Flora Zenor. Each 

one a distinctive true pink. They will be stars in your garden. A special 

collection of Oregon grown plants at reduced combination price (thanks 
ir bumper crop). (A $6.75 value) $5.00 


GARDENS 





Other SCHREINER HEADLINERS 
for 1950 Featured in the 1950 Edition 


of Schreiner’s Iris Book 


NEW ZEALAND IRIS 


An entirely new family of hybrids from the Antipodes. World famous 
and introduced to America for the first time by Schreiner’s Gardens. 
Featuring PINNACLE, an entirely new color combination — pure white 
standards and primrose yellow falls. This is the first iris ever hybrid- 
ized of this color. A rare beauty. 


PACEMAKER. The most sensational red iris of the year. E. G. 


Lapham's finest creation in a lifetime of hybridizing red iris. An 
amazing red. 


1950 IRIS BOOK é@ fall COLOR 


50 pages 62 iris in natural color from original kodachromes. 100 best 
iris by test. Combination planting chart. Iris floral arrangements. New 
easy-to-follow charts on how to grow iris (illustrated). Garden ¢ 
planting plans. New color index. A wonderful book. — 25 
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MAIL THIS COUPON 


SCHREINER'S GARDENS, Rte. 2, Box 327-E, Salem, Oregon. 


Send me the following for which | am enclosing $ 





(] Plants PINK CAMEO $4 [] Plants FLORA ZENOR $ .75 
[} Plants SPINDRIFT $2 [-] SPECIAL OFFER $5 

[-] 1950 IRIS BOOK $ .25 (No charge if plants are ordered.) 
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HOW TO ATTRACT 
THE BIRDS 





ew 


REE! 


If you would like to make your home grounds a favorite resort for the most 
interesting wild birds, this little handbook will be invaluable to you. It tells 
you all you need to know to make the birds come and stay; what to plant to 
invite birds to nest, eat, or rest; winter foods and feeding devices; nest 
boxes, bird-baths, drinking places, etc. A wealth of illustrations and how- 
to-do-it diagrams. This little manual is brand new and, as far as we can 
discover, the only guide of its kind available. Yours free with a copy of 
the Audubon Bird Guide. : 





In connection with this offer. . . 
fascinating new illustrated book 


“HOW TO ATTRACT THE BIRDS” 


Planting... 
Feeding... 
Housing. 
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Now You Can “2 
Know the Birds 


Recognize, Identify and Name Them— 
Know Their Songs, Calls and Habits 
with this Marvelous New Field Book! 


Audubon Bird Guide 


Eastern Land Birds 


Representing 275 Species, Showing 
Variations by Sex, Season and Age 


ERE’S the most complete and most 

fully illustrated pocket field guide to 
the land birds of Eastern North America 
ever published. Covers all the birds north 
of Mexico and east of central Nebraska 
and more than 100 that range to the Pa- 
cific Coast. Written by Richard H. Pough 
of the scientific staff of the National 
Audubon Society and illustrated by the 
staff artist of the Society, its authority 
is unrivalled. Entirely new, with illus- 
trations especially made for this book, 
printed in natural colors from new plates. 
Just the manual every gardener and na- 
ture lover has wished for. It will enable 
you quickly and easily to recognize and 
name every bird you see around the house, 
in the garden, field or woods, and to 
become familiar with every fascinating 
phase of its life. 


Everything You Want to Know About 
the Birds 


Calls, Songs, Flight, Nests, Eggs, Range, 
Color, Size, Plumage, Food, Behavior, 
Migration, Courtship, Breeding, etc., etc. 
All of this wealth of information is ar- 
ranged for quick and easy reference. And 
in addition there are many revealing de- 
scriptions of the amazing instincts and 
habits of the birds, tips on where to look 
for them, how to observe and study them, 
how to attract and protect them. 


This is the perfect field guide, convenient 
to carry and use, but also a book you 
will read through with delight. The more 
than 400 illustrations in full natural color 
represent 275 species and show important 
variations of plumage by sex, season, and 
age. They are beautifully reproduced from 
new paintings made especially for this book 
by Don Eckleberry, staff artist for the 
Audubon Society. Birds of similar appear- 
ance are grouped together so that they may 
readily be compared for their distinguishing 
characteristics. These incomparable color 
plates are alone worth the price of the book. 





Two Delightful 








The Carolina Para- 
keet, the only mem- 


family native to the 
United States. 





Did You Know— 


That the beautiful songs of the 
breeding season are not love 
songs, but a _ proclamation of 
ownership and a warning to 
other males not to trespass? 


That while the female Marsh- 
wren is building the actual nest, 
the male may build a half-dozen 
incomplete and apparently use- 
less dummy nests? 


That the habit of creeping head 
first down tree trunks distin- 
guishes the nuthatches while the 
brown creepers spiral up the 
trunk and then drop to the base 
to repeat the process? 


That ravens pair for life and 
use the same nest site year after 
year? 


That the male Rose - breasted 
Grosbeak takes his turn sitting 
on the eggs and while doing so 
sings softly? 


That the Cowbird lays its eggs 
in the nests of other birds and 
allows the foster parents to raise 
their young? 


The Mockingbird, in 
q the Spring often sings 
4 through bright moon- 
light nights. 

That the imitative ability of 
Mockingbirds often includes com. 
mon sounds of their environ- { 
ment, from the squeak of a 
wheel to the bark of a dog? 


These are just a few of the thou- 
sands of fascinating facts in the 








Send me for FREE 


Companion Volumes 


“The Wild Flower Guide’ 
covering Northeastern and 
Midland U. S. with 428 il- 
lustrations, 192 in full color. 


“The Insect Guide’’ cover- 
ing North America with 454 
illustrations, 330 in full 
color. Each $2.95. 











Examine It FREE! 


You may have the Audubon Bird Guide for free NOME ...ssseeeeees 
examination and if it is not all and more than we 
have claimed for it, you need not pay a cent. Just Address ....seseeee 


return the book. If you are delighted with it and 
want to keep it pay the surprisingly low price of 
$2.95. There’s a treat in store for you so get your 
request in promptly for a copy on approval. THE 
AMERICAN GARDEN GUILD, INC., 444 Madison 
Ave., New York 22, N. Y. 


in 


City & zone No 


O Check here if you 
which case we 









The Great 
Horned Owl 
may rob ycu 
of a chicken 
once in a 
while, but he 
also removes 
rabbits and 
woodchucks 
from your 
garden. 

















Handy Size 
W ater- 
Resistant 
Flexible 
Binding 
4%q x 
7%" 


AOE. 


en —“_ 


—- 


The Horned Lark nests so earty that its 
first eggs are frequently destroyed by 
snow storms. 


FITTS 
MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY 


THE AMERICAN GARDEN GUILD, Dept. F.G. 7 
444 Madison Avenue, 


New York 22, N. Y. 
EXAMINATION the books checked 


> AUDUBON BIRD GUIDE. ’ ative 
> [}) Audubon Bird Guide..... $2.95 
; : 0 Wild Flower Guide....... $2.95 
atten O The Insect Guide......... $2.95 
() All three Books.......... $7.95 


I may return them within a week .or keep them and send 
you the price shown 
send me without charge ‘‘How to Attract the Birds,” 


for each volume plus postage. Also 


enclose remittance with this order, 


will pay the postage. Same return 
privilege, with full refund guaranteed. 








Pacific Strain of 
Delphinium Hybrids 





introducing 


ASTOLAT SERIES 


the first group of shades of entirely 
novel colors, ranging from pale blush 
to deep raspberry rose, with dark 
centers for contrast. 

Seed available at 

$5.00 per Pkt. 


Seedling plants 
F.O.B. Capitola 
$5.00 per Dozen 


Shown in natural color 
in our free catalog 


Originators of Pacific Strains of Flowers 


VETTERLE and REINELT 


Hybridizing Gardens Capitola California 
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Conung in August 


As the flower show time of year approaches, many gardeners are casting a specula- 
tive eye over their late summer gardens, choosing their flower material for prize- 
winning arrangements, remembering an old tea caddy or cruet that would be just the 
right container. If you’re among these enthusiasts, you'll be glad to know that next 
month FLOWER GROWER Ready Reference Chart 5 will be a handy guide to flower 
arranging, just in time to help you plan your entries in your own garden club show. 

Next month’s cover will be one you'll surely want to frame, a close-up of a strik- 
ingly beautiful Aurelian hybrid lily. You can learn to grow any of a magnificent new 
group of lilies bred for easy cultivation in American gardens—Aurelian, Sunburst, 
Heart’s Desire, Golden Clarion, Enchantment or Serenade—by reading the article about 
them in the August issue. 

There will be a complete story on those flamboyant perennials, Oriental poppies, 
by a top-flight poppy breeder, A. E. Curtis. 

Some prescriptions for safeguarding your late summer flowers from insect and dis- 
ease troubles are in order from “Plant Doctor” Cynthia Westcott. 

And for a hint of spring loveliness, don’t miss the pieces on pink iris and New 
Zealand iris nor the directions for a woodland swath of daffodils. You'll want to add 
to your spring bulb order after reading these! 
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Easy to pick and 
take care of—no 











ladder needed. 


LUSCIOUS! HEALTH PACKED! MONEY-SAVING HOME-GROWN FRUIT 


Friends will envy the dozen kinds 
of fruit you can pick from Dwarf 


Trees in your garden 


OUR neighbors will rub 
their eyes in astonishment 
—when they see, in your yard, 
full-size luscious apples or pears and appetizing meals—savings on 


rowing at easy, reachable 
eight,on “BABY” TREES 
NO BIGGER THAN 
LILAC BUSHES! 

And what a thrill for you 
—when you sink your teeth 
into the firm crisp flesh of the 
first big red STARKING 
DELICIOUS APPLE or 
yellow DUCHESS PEAR 
picked from your own 
“BABY” TREES! Sun-rip- 
ened right in your own 
garden orchard, they're 
crammed with more flavor, 
more juice, more vitamins, 


and more natural sugar than 


market fruit. 


You'll find it EASY to become 
for your mouth-watering 
pies, dumplings, tarts, fruit salads. 


“famous” 











And your children will munch on 
your fresh health-giving home-grown 
apples and pears instead of candy! 


























Better Health for Your 
Family —Save Money, Too 


Planting these amazing new ‘Stark 
Hardy DWARF Fruit Trees” in 
your yard means more wholesome 


your grocery bill—a more at- 
tractive and valuable piece 
of property. 


TWO of these wonderful 
little trees can be planted ina 
spot of ground no bigger than 
an automobile. One tree often 
yields a bushel or more of 
superb full-sized full-flavored 





AWienig3o¢ fruit—equal in size, flavor 
Horticul- and color to fruit grown on 


ture’ asked standard-size trees! NINE 
Bio's ars “Dwarfs” can be planted in 
on his great Space as small as 20 feet 


work, and 
introduce 
his new fruit 
creations. 


square. And there are dozens of places around your 
house where they can add a ‘‘magic touch" of charm 
and beauty. They are ideal for framing doorways, 
for planting in shrub and flower borders. for hiding 
unsightly garages and fences—in just about any of the same 
places that you might ordinarily plant large shrubs. 


Each “Stark Hardy DWARF Fruit Tree” is grown by an 
entirely new Stark Process on a strong, deep-growing giant- 
sized root. This means you get husky-rooted trees that won't 
blow over, and will outlast toughest 





You Can Do It With Just a Few 
Dollars—Let Our Expert Land- 
scape Architects Show You How 


For only a few dollars you can 
make your home—LARGE or 
SMALL—a ‘“‘show place’ of 
living beauty ...a home that 
you and your family will be 
proud to have pointed out as 
one of the loveliest in your 
neighborhood. A properly bal- 
anced arrangement of trees, 
shrubs, and roses can make your 
home a happier place to live— 
and a more valuable place too, if 
you should ever decide to sell it. 


FRE 


Let us send you, FREE, our 
Simplified Landscape Planning 
and Planting Guide, prepared 
by our expert Landscape Archi- 
tects, and sets of Master Land- 
scape Plans you can adapt to 
your own home. 

You will also receive full 
descriptions of 9 Home Land- 





ADD $1,000 OR MORE TO THE 
CASH VALUE OF YOUR HOME 





HOME LANDSCAPING 
GUIDE AND PLANS 


winters. Like all Stark trees, they 
pass 5 strict quality inspections 
before shipment, and are GUAR- 
ANTEED to arrive safely, to live 
and grow. Easy as A-B-C to take 
care of—no ladder needed. 


Mail Coupon for FREE 
1950 Colorphoto Catalog 


Our big new FREE BOOK is filled 
with gorgeous natural-color photo- 
graphs of our Stark and Burbank fruit 
trees (both Dwarf and standard-size), 
shade trees, shrubs, roses. 

Get your copy of this book FREE— 
together with news of how you can start 
your garden orchard of Stark Dwarf 
Fruit Trees at a big saving! Mail 
coupon today for our Introductory Offer. 


STARK 
BRO'S stim é 





scape Assortments on which 
you can save 25% —with plant- 
ing plans showing how to make 
the most of your home with 
glorious flowering shru 


All of -= ee advisory Box 77 
service is ust chec , 2 . 1p 
Home Landscape box in cou- Town of Louisiana, MISSOURI 


— Largest in World... Oldest in America 
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(Actual Fruit is TWICE this size.) Shown here are red 
STARKING DELICIOUS (Trade Mark) APPLE, the 
new apple that is bigger, juicier, better-tasting than or- 
dinary Delicious..and STARK BARTLETT PE . 

o. | favorite,sog it “*meltsin your mouth.”’ BOTH of 
these fruits can now be grown on Stark DWARF Trees. 


MAIL COUPON FOR 


STARK BOOK 


OF FRUIT TREES, SHADE 
TREES, SHRUBS, ROSES— 
filled with glorious color 
photographs 










a — s+ 
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CHECK HERE IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO GET A WEERLY CASH COM: 
MISSION CHECH for introducing Stark Varieties. 
Pleasant, eg gags ge Hee Beng Atego) spare 
time. No experience needed to start, 


STARK BRO’S NURSERIES & ORCHARDS CO. i 
Box 77, Louisiana, Missouri | 
©) Please send me, FREE, your big, beautiful new 
STARK 1950 COLORPHOTO CATALOG filled with | 
gorgeous natural color photographs of your 302 varie- 

ties of fruit, berries, shade trees, shrubs, roses— I 
including the wonderful new STARK HARDY | 
DWARF Fruit Trees. 

(0 Check here to get FREE Home Orchard Planning | 
Guide (Covering 10 or More Trees.) 

[™ Check here to get Complete Information about i 
Growing Fruit for Profit. j 
0 Check here for FREE HOME LANDSCAPE 
PLANNING BOOKLET and Landscaping Plans, show- 4 
ing how outdoor beauty can be added to your home, ‘ 
PME nn chin cot ass pewses 00664808 608600600 j 
Depeat of Wiis ce ic cits crerswoseane sone Gf 
f Perr er eT Tre ee lll eee | 


time or full 
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ORIENTAL 
sw) Poppies 


FREE FLOWERING 


Planted Aug. or Sept. 

should bloom next year. 
Large field grown _ roots, 
grown from divisions. Guaran- 
teed true to name. Planting 
directions with each order. All 
plants labelled. Shipped postpaid. ORDER 
NOW. Will ship at proper planting time. 


3 large plants $1.75 6 for $3.25 PREPAID 
All hardy. Select the colors you want. Dark Red, 
Chinese Red, Cerise, Rose Pink, Shell Pink, Sal 
mon Pink, Lavender, Orange, Purple, White, Giant 
Flesh. All labelled. 


African » 
Violets & 


Sturdy and well 
grown plants. Ship- 
ped in clay pots. La- 
belled and postpaid. 
Safe delivery guar- 
anteed. 

Shipped in Wik-Fed Pots by special order. 


(Write for details) 


Beautiful NEW VARIETIES 


LADY GENEVA (patented)—large blue flowers 
with a pencilled stripe of white edging each 
petal. Sturdy plants in 2-14 inch pots. .each $2.00 

DOUBLE NEPTUNE—very large double flowers of 
bright blue, with smaller blue-white petaloids in 
center, giving two tone effect ......... each $2.00 

RED KING—bright claret red flowers, larger than 
half dollar. Free flowering............each $2.00 

GORGEOUS Bi-COLOR—large flowers, two tone. 
Light lavender with dark orchid purple eye, color 
shading into upper petals............ each $2.00 

DOUBLE ORCHID—large double flowers of rich 
wine, free flowering Now only .......... . .$2.00 









SPECIAL:—one each of above five.......... $9.00 

We sell:— 

POTTING SOItL—especially prepared for African 
Violets 


DIXCO PLANT FOOD—bhest to be had. 
VERMICULITE-—for starting violets. 
THE AFRICAN VIOLET BOOK—by Helen Van 
Pelt Wilson 
SPECIAL BEGINNER’S COLLECTION — choice 
African Violet plants at New Low Price. 
Write for free descriptive price list. 


WIK-FED POTS 


Colorful and Practical 


Ideal for African Violets 


Self watering, sub- 
irrigating pots with 
reservoir base. Made 
of an easily cleaned 
plastic. Spun glass 
wick feeds water and 
plant food from the 
reservoir. Violets and 
other indoor plants 
thrive in these pots. 
Offered in two sizes, 
4” and 5”. Choice of 
8 shades—ivory, pink, 
pastel blue, ebony 
black, yellow, red, 
marble green and 
marble lavender. All 
with black base. 


Order the Size and Colors You Want 





Each 8 pots 6 pots 
4” pots $1.15 $3.25 $6.00 
5° pots $1.50 $4.25 $8.00 


The large size holds twice as much soil as the 
4 inch size. Instruction sheet with each order. 


SHIPPED POSTPAID 
Ohio customers add 3% Sales Tax 
FREE PRICE LIST 
HARDY GARDEN ‘FLOWERS 


Tulip Bulbs—Hyacinths—Crocus 
Madonna Lilies—Regals 
Peonies—Iris—Hybrid Lemon Lilies 


THE HARMON NURSERY 


Box F Prospect, Ohio 
Open every week day. Closed on Sunday 
























Soil Sterilizer 
Dear Editor: 


As I derive a great deal of pleasure 
and good ideas from your magazine, I 
thought my own experience might be of 
aid to other gardeners. 

I have always had excessive loss from 
“damping off” in my seed flats and yet 
did not want to put money into a soil 
sterilizer. My wife objected strenuously 
to baking soil in the oven on account of 
the disagreeable odor. 

I like to do electrical work and ex- 
perimenting, so I applied my knowledge 
of electricity to making a soil sterilizer. 
It has been a wonderful success and 
costs very little. All you need are: a 
2-pole, single-throw switch block. 2 posts 
into the fuse, 2 posts out, 1 plain china 
outlet block, 4 sheets of 14” x 4” x 914” 
copper flashing sheets, 12%” copper 
bolts, 8 brass washers, #14 rubber-in- 
sulated copper wire, a pair of pliers, a 
screw driver and you're all set. 

Here is a picture of the working plan. 
I would not recommend a box more than 
10” x 16” nor more than 6” deep. Be 
sure you have alternate neutral and posi- 
tive plates. beginning with the neutral 
plate and ending with the positive. You 


110-120 volt line ——> 


Y4"x Yo” strap Brass bolt 
iron to stiffen connecting 
copper plate wire to plate 






may have a fuse blow out now and then. 
I use the light socket so I know fuses 
are not blown. This takes 21% to 3 hours 
to boil the soil. The box is better if no 
drainage holes are drilled in the _bot- 
tom. Be sure and fill the box up to the 
top with soil, then dampen to a liquid 
wetness by digging into the soil to be 
sure it is puddle-wet all through before 
putting copper plates into it. 

This sterilizer does not require ex- 
cessive electricity, no more, in fact. than 
a 200 watt globe. Nor do more than 4 
copper plates work well. After the soil 
has boiled, I let it dry out one day 
before mixing the boiled (sterilized) 
soil with 1% cracked mica, and 1. fine 
sand. The sterilizing of the soil kills all 
weed seed, so I have only the weeds 
which come in the seed to worry about. 
a negligible amount. 

Be sure to protect your soil box. 
Touching the box can result in a lively 
shock when the current is connected. 
This was one reason for my using a 
knife switch. I am sure the electricity 
is off with the switch pulled when I 
have to handle the plates or store them. 

This diagram shows my working plan. 
—E. W. Extior, Bellingham. Wash. 


(Continued on page 6) 








. Double pole 
single throw 
: , knife switch 


China double 
®) fuse block 
(25 amp. fuses) 


\ Regular china 
. outlet 
(10 to 50 watt bulb) 











James Cutter 


E. W. Elliot built his electric soil sterilizer from this working plan. 
Baking soil kills weed seed and reduces danger of “damping off.” 
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JACKSON & PERKINS 
NEW FALL 1950 


p Ketes 
antl Purnidle . 


The world’s largest Rose growers 
invite you to send for your per- 
sonal copy of this famous catalog. 





+ SHOWN HERE 1S JUST A SMALL SECTION OF J&P's BEAUTIFUL 17-ACRE ROSE GARDEN 


SET Eee 


A FEW. OF THE JACKSON & PERKINS STYLE LEADERS FOR 1951 


Piece, wane % % 





‘GOLDEN SCEPTER 


(Pat. 910). A new yel- 
low Hybrid Tea—with 
long buds opening into 
majestic 514,” blooms. 


VOLCANO 


(Pat. 951). Carmine 
buds expand to 6-7” 
—— cherry-red 
looms. Very fragrant. 














FASHION 


(Pat. 789). Entirely 
new color —coral-pink 
suffused with gold. 
5-time Award Winner. 






E cordially invite you to discover ... within the pages of Jackson & Perkins’ 

new full-color catalog ...a preview of your 1951 rose garden. In this color- 
ful book, you will find a rich panorama of the world’s finest Modern Roses. . . 
Hybrid Teas, Floribundas, Climbers, All-America Winners which will transform 
your garden into a symphony of color, beauty and fragrance. You will see, for the 
first time, the wonderful new J&P varieties ... Golden Scepter, Opera, Volcano, 
White Pinocchio, etc. . . . glorious roses that are destined to become the 1951 
favorites of rose-lovers all over America. 


ALL J&P PLANTS ARE GUARANTEED TO LIVE & BLOOM IN YOUR GARDEN 

There is also a wide selection of our hardy perennials . . . delphiniums, violas, 
phlox, etc. ... which will greatly enhance the beauty of your garden. And you will 
find a wealth of gardening information—planting hints and suggestions for floral 
arrangements—plus many money-saving offers. 

In order to receive your free copy of the new Fall 1950 Edition of this world- 
famous catalog, simply fill in and mail the coupon at the right. However, since we 
always receive many, many more requests for catalogs than we are able to fill—we ¢ 
urge you to mail the coupon today. 


Jackson & Perkins Co. 


Newark, NEW YORK The Rose Capital of America 















ARE, "4 “ 


DIAMOND JUBILEE 


(Pat. 824). Our own 
75th Anniversary Rose! 
Tremendous 5-6” glow- 
ing buff-orange blooms. 


NEW YORKER 


(Pat. 823). BEST red 
rose of all time! Fra- 
grant 6,” blooms from 
June until frost. 





























I Jackson & Perkins Co. 
@ World's Largest Rose Growers 
30 Rose Lane, Newark, NEW YORK 


Please send me a FREE copy of your big, new Fall 
1950 Rose Catalog picturing and describing the 
newest and best in Modern Roses and Perennials— 
all in full natural color—and containing helpful 
information about successful gardening. 
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NEED HELP? 


Are you one of the many thousands who 
have just discovered the entrancing 
beauty of today’s tall bearded Ifris? 

Do you want to start a planting of 
these wonderful new varieties, but do not 
know just which ones to buy? 


Be guided by the judgment of ex- | 
perts. Choose from the following kinds. | 


All are included in the 100 most popular 
Iris grown last year in America, as deter- 
mined by American Iris Society judges. 


10 POPULAR PICKS 
(abeled ond Preperd” 900 


SELECT 3 


BERKELEY GOLD—Beauti- 
ful yellow 1.00 
ELMOHR—Rich red mul- 
berry. Large $1. 
GOLDEN FLEECE—Fine 
ruffled yellow $1.00 
PRAIRIE SUNSET—Iri- 
descent colors of peach, 
rose and gold $ 
SABLE—Extremely rich 
dark purple $1.00 
TIFFANJA—Buff plicata 
stitched with brown $1.00 


SELECT 4 


‘a CHINA MAID—Blend of 
pink, bronze and 
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\ lilac $ .75 
DEEP VELVET—Rich deep 
red-violet 


PR | 
GRAND CANYON—Unus- 
val plum-copper da 
GREAT LAKES—Clear 
medium blue. Tall a 
MING YELLOW— Clear 
yellow a 
NIGHTFALL—Velvety 
rich pansy-purple....._ .75 
THE RED DOUGLAS— 
smoothly finished rosy 
wine red 


SELECT 3 

CITY OF LINCOLN—Yel- 
low standards with red 
violet falls .50 
GOLDEN TREASURE— 
Creamy yellow, orange 


PY 


ear wa 
LOS ANGELES—White 
feathered with blue .40 
MATTERHORN—Pure glis- 
tening white -50 
MISSOURI—Clear rich 
medium blue S 
TREASURE ISLAND— 
Clear brignt yellow .50 
WABASH—White stand- 
ards, deep violet velvety 
falls edged with white .50 


EXTRA SPECIAL 


All 20 of the above varieties, 
$14.65 value, for only $10. 
Labeled and prepaid 


Dykes Medal Collection 


(Highest award possible for 
an Iris to win) 


O 


The following six varieties, a 
$5.50 value, only $3.75 prepaid 
Elmohr, Ola Kala (deep yel- 
low), The Red Douglas, Great 
Lakes, Prairie Sunset, Wabash 


Our beautiful 
catalog is FREE. 
Write right now 

for your copy. 










P< LIPS | 

Joy vit woud 
Rel, Cem cy.¥ 
Box 19-F, BOULDER, © 
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Readers’ Own Corner 
Letter Contest 


The letter printed below is the second 
prize-winner in the Readers’ Own Corner 
contest for the best letter received on 
converting someone into a gardener. The 
deadline for next month’s entries is July 
5. August will be the last month of the 
contest. Remember, the best letter will 
receive an award of $5.00. 


Dear Editor: 
My garden convert was a pushover. 
We live right in the middle of town 


where space is at a premium. My 
garden is about 50 feet long and 10 feet 
wide, with the back steps cutting it 


right through the middle. But even with 
this small space, I have all the flowers 
I need and some to share with others. 

One day I presented a vase of mixed 


flowers to a nearby shopkeeper, and 
naturally the customers were curious. 
“What kind of flowers are they?” 


“Where were they grown?” “Must have 
a green thumb!” These were the com- 
ments. And that is where my neighbor 
comes in. She occupies three tiny rooms 
over the shop but has quite a large space 
in which to plant. 

We met, talked about gardens and 
flowers. Her garden was in the planning 
stage. 

We turned the soil. dug in peatmoss 
and fertile dirt, bought seeds. Her garden 
was in the planting stage. 

In went sweet 


peas, nasturtiums, zin- 
nias, daylilies, ginger lily bulbs, a 


lavender althea tree. The other day I 
met a very excited gardener telling me 
all about how lovely her sweet peas look 
in a new vase. At last her garden is 
the production stage. 

And best of all. I have made a friend 
and we have lots of fun keeping the 
garden shipshape.—THELMA A. BERGIN, 
Savannah, Ga. 


More Fun with Tomatoes 


Dear Editor: 


[ read with great interest the article 
“lve Had Fun with Tomatoes” by Milo 
Hastings in the May issue. Mr. Hast- 
ings is just a piker with a measly 10 


pounds of tomatoes per plant. In 1949 
from 15 plants I averaged over 600 


pounds of fruit, or a 40-pound basket 
per plant. These were Burpee Big Boy 
Hybrids, planted in my own greenhouse 
on March 1. They were set out in the 


garden the second week in May from 


6-inch pots and planted deep in the 
ground with plenty of ground lime- 
stone and a handful of fertilizer per 
plant. 


By August they were 10 feet high 
and still growing. I staked my plants 
last year for the first time and found it 


6 





well worth the extra time and trouble. 
I also mulched them well with straw, 
which proved a wise move in view of the 
very dry season. I had tomatoes from 
late June to frost. On June 24 I picked 
four tomatoes which weighed exactly 
6 pounds. I made cuttings of the suck- 
ers I pinched out and planted these the 
first week in August. They bore a bounti- 
ful crop until frost finally claimed them. 
Ropert SPeERRING, Mercerville, N. J. 


Birds and 


Dear Editor: 

FLOWER GROWER is my favorite garden 
magazine, and it has been improving so 
much lately that it is even better than 
usual. I especially enjoyed the bird 
article in May by Eunice V. Fisher.— 
Mrs. CuHarves S. Hoyt, Hudson, Wyo. 


Flowers 


3’ x 3’ Cucumber Plot 
Dear Editor: 


A friend of mine was grieving because 
he had no room to grow cucumbers. He 
would not believe me when I told him 
he could raise plenty on less than a 
3’ x 3’ plot of earth by training them 


M. H. Westbrook trained his cucumbers 
18 feet. 


up a pole. These vines grew 


string. The photograph 
shows a hill of vines that 18 
feet. One of the 13 
inches long and there were several over 
10 inches long (Burpee’s Hybrid). Some 
of the vines got with the 
branches of the adjacent cherry tree and 
climbed several feet. Some 
were later picked off this tree—M. H. 
Westprook, Battle Creek, Mich. 


up wires or 


grew up 


cucumbers was 


connected 
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Experts agree 
FALL 
PLANTING’S 
BEST 
For earlier, 
bigger blooms 
next Spring— 
plant this Fall. 
So order this 
catalog NOW! 








Pictures and list 


a - 
THIS BOOK |! 
DEPENDABLE F 


s more than 380 gar 






ARDEN CATALO 


‘Mail Coupon Below to Get Your FREE Copy! 


Le 


Pictures All Tried-and-True Varieties 
OF FAVORITE ROSES, FRUITS, TREES, SHRUBS 


GET 


ms Amazing, New 


















New 1950 Fall Catalog beats any other nursery catalog you’ve 
ever seen! Pictures...many in actual color...all the Tried-and- 
True varieties of garden favorites. Includes Hybrid Tea Roses, 
Floribundas, Climbers, GIANT Shrub Roses, Dwarf and Giant 
Size Fruit Trees (McIntosh Apples, Bartlett Pears, etc.) Flow- 
ering Shrubs, Shade Trees, Hedges, Amazing Christmas Rose, 
and other Outstanding Plants. Here’s the most practical nurs- 
ery catalog ever published. Just imagine... right here in this 
one book you have all the best—the finest plants ever grown! 
In fact, if you have this catalog, you don’t need any others. 


“This'll Be Your Favorite Catalog!” 


® “I’ve selected all the top favorites for you... all the 
tried-and-true varieties you can really depend on! 
I’ve ransacked the whole garden field, planted hun- 
' dreds of varieties of roses, fruit trees and shrubs 
with my own two hands... and carefully picked out only 





ES LIKE T 
AVORIT den plants! “EVER HEAR OF A GUARANTEE LIKE THIS?” 


the best for this catalog. No guesswork. on your part! Just 


Bose — the ee of i, one single book and all the finest 
OF plants in the world are right at your fingertips .. . the 
4 CRAMMED epee varieties that grow easiest for folks like you and me.” 





“I guarantee complete satisfaction with each and every 
plant you buy from me. NO STRINGS ATTACHED! If you 












| WEEPING 


WILLOW 


Its graceful, 
flowing beauty, 
will add amazing 
charm to all 

size lawns. 









shown in full 


— BETTER THAN 12 ORDINARY CATALOGS 


PEACE ROSE are not completely satisfied (and I mean satisfied!) I'll 
Most magnificent send you new plants—or return b 
of all! Gloriously your money, whichever you prefer.” LZ 


You'll treasure this catalog because it’s crammed with all 
the leading varieties of everything you'll want to plant this 
Fall. Packed full of home gardeners’ favorites in all types 
of plants ...it saves you time, and you don’t have to be a 
Philadelphia lawyer to puzzle out which varieties are best. 
It’s crammed, too, with Special Money-Saving Offers, FREE 
Premiums for early orders, Garden Planning, Tips, and 
down-to-earth garden help...Don’t miss this Amazing 








The 
Miracle Plant 





grow gorgeous 


| You can actually 
flowers RIGHT 
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CHRISTMAS ROSE 








EO - SCOUFRtD'S 


CARTER ROAD 





McINTOSH 


APPLE TREES 


Catalog explains )'ha + 
the wonders of 
thriving Geneva 
Grown fruits. 





New Catalog! 
SUPPLY REALLY /§ LIMITED—SO ACT NOW! 


VN | Mm eoltl te) mite) m7 77 me wr \helch 


4 ED SCOFIELD’S GENEVA GARDENS 
4 12 CARTER ROAD, GENEVA, N. Y. 
8 Okay, Ed: 


8 See that I get my FREE copy of your new 1950 Fall Nursery 
Catalog of Tried-and-True Varieties as soon as it’s ready. 








NAME (Print) .. ° a 


~ Geneva Gardens Ss nessiieiinenionsnitsileeeiesnvataieaetuinnsinnitaiia 5 
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When you get to page 
72, you'll find the General 
Store. This is Flower 
Grower’s new _ shopping 
department. Looking for 
a present for your favor- 
ite hostess? Try a ramble 
through the General Store. 
Want something new for 
your garden? Look on the 
orderly shelves of the Gen- 
eral Store. Want a prac- 
tical gift for yourself? 
You may find it there! 








Do you have a friend 
who'd be interested in the 
truly unusual pages of the 
General Store? Show her 
the knotty-pine sign! 


Do you know someone in 
some fascinating small 
business who sells wonder- 
ful things by mail? Here’s 
a suggestion: write to 
Miss Erna W. Cass, man- 
ager of the General Store, 
Flower Grower, 2049 
Grand Central Terminal, 
New York 17, N. Y. for all 
the facts. 








And for yourself—take 
a look on page 72! 


Flower Grower 


The Home Gardeners 
Magazine 





REFERENCES we all have—any 

number of them—and we'd be strange 

creatures if we hadn’t. Not many of 
them, though, are worth much note. They 
merely relate to the thousand and one 
things that surround us every day of our 
lives and we’re scarcely aware of them 
either in ourselves or in others. 

But some of our preferences are im- 
portant and have a lot to do with our way 
of life and with our disposition toward 
other people. Even so, it’s only if a pref- 
erence is so keen as to foster a strong op- 
posite attitude—an aversion or intoler- 
ance—that it need give us much con- 
cern. 

Fortunately, not many gardeners need 
worry about the evils of intolerance, and 
doubtless it’s largely because intolerance 
has no part in the spirit of gardening 
that gardeners generally are such pleas- 
ant people to know. 


OME of us, nonetheless, occasionally 

do succumb to more or less antipa- 
thetic feelings toward the interests of our 
fellows, and a few of us do so more often 
or more completely than the rest of us 
would like. At times the general gardener 
will scorn the narrowness of specializa- 
tion, and the specialist will attribute con- 
tinued all-round gardening to an inability 
to become horticulturally mature. The 
landscapist calls the plantsman a mere 
collector, and the compliment is returned 





with something about would-be artists 
who dabble but superficially in plants. 
Alpine enthusiasts question the taste of 
those who seek bigness in dahlias, mums 
and glads, and they’re chided in turn for 


fiddling with inconsequential foreign 
weeds. The stickler for naturalism be- 


rates the planting of roses and tulips in 
formal beds, and the gardener who so 
plants them suggests that his critic live in 
the woods and not bother to garden at all. 
And so on, it sometimes seems, almost 
without end. 


T’S doubtful, of course, that this sort 

of thing has had any seriously ad- 
verse effect on the progress of gardening. 
It’s even possible that it has spurred on 
gardeners who otherwise might not have 
progressed so much. For the most part, 
though, factionalism does more harm 
than good, and it would be hard to prove 
that gardening has really benefited from 
the fact that gardeners, although not 
guilty of intolerance, are quite often in- 
clined to be cliquish. 

Certainly we're not horticulturally 
backward, and everyone knows our ad- 
vancement has been and is both contin- 
uous and pronounced. Still, we all admit 
we’ve a long way to go before we'll be the 
equal, as a people, of our counterparts in 
some of the older countries of the world. 
But some day our gardening enterprise 
will outstrip that of everyone else, and 
nothing, I’m sure, will contribute more 
to that end than a unity, a togetherness, 
among ourselves. 





The locomotive weathervane picture comes 
to us from Mrs. W. T. Eager of Strasburg, 
Pa., whose daughter and son-in-law, Mr. 
and Mrs. John B. Howsher, recently in- 
The 
Howshers are in the coal and lumber busi- 
mess and operate a small private rail- 
road. Hence the choice of a locomotive! 


stalled it on their new home there. 
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ooda// mower 


Mows Grass in Minutes 
to Save Hours of Work 
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/ is the Original 
4 Cycle Vertical Crankshaft 
Direct Drive Rotary Cutter 


This means fewer moving 
parts, longer life e Instant Pos- 
itive Starting e No Mixing of 





CR 
DOUBLE- 








Gas and Oil e No objectionable 
Gas Fumes e Quieter operation 
NoBelts, Chains, Pulleys, Gears. 


These Features Exclusive with Goodall 
Many imitations *« No 
successful duplications. 

For Free Folder and 


Treats 


Treats 


Goodall Manufacturing Corp. 
Dept. F, Warrensburg, Missouri 





5 oz. Can $1. 


up to 1500 sq. ft. 
12 Ib. can $4. 


up to 7000 sq. ft. 






SENSATIONALLY SUCCESSFUL 
NON-POISONOUS—SELECTIVE 


NEW EXCLUSIVE PC FORMULA 


FIELD TESTED and PROVED! 











CRAB GRASS KILLER 


You've read about it! You've heard about it! It’s the big 1950 news 
for home owners with fine lawns. Here at long last is a crab grass 
killer that really works. It’s the amazing PC (exclusive Potassium 
Cyanate formula) that has been tested and approved by leading uni- 
versities and experimental stations. D & P Double-O comes to you in 
powder form. Dissolves readily in water. Combines with 2,4-D (Weed- 
out) for simultaneous control of broad-lieaf weeds. Give crab grass 
the “Double-O” and enjoy a really beautiful lawn. 

At your dealer or write Dept. F. No C.O.D. please 


4 INSECTICIDES 
Doggett-Pfeil Co. FUNGICIDES 
SPRINGFIELD, N. J. WEED KILLERS 

Long -Island Warehouse: Glen Head, N. Y FERTILIZERS 





























© 1934 This group picture shows specimens of our Harrold’s Pedigreed 
Strain Pansies. They are outstanding for their size and colorful 
markings. Bowl in this picture is eight inches in diameter. Compare 
flower size. 


HARROLD’S PEDIGREED STRAIN 


GIANT PANSIES 


PROFESSIONAL QUALITY 


We have been breeding pansies for over 40 years for the critical pro- 
fessional florist and nursery trade with over 7000 of these critical custo- 
mers in the United States, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Europe and 
S. America. Until 1945 they took our entire production. Now with expanded 
growing facilities this same quality is available to you for your home 


garden. 
NOVELTIES 


HARROLD’S PEDIGREED NOVELTIES: A novelty mixture from our breeding depart- 
ment. The unusual of the Pansy world. Price 200 seeds $2.00, 500 seeds $4.00. 

HARROLD’S SUNSET GIANTS: (Novelty) Sunset shades of orange, red and gold. Giant 
size in blotched and ray markings. Price: 200 seeds $2.00; 500 seeds $3.00. 

HARROLD’S PEDIGREED CUT FLOWER PANSIES: A fine mixture of giant flowering 
types producing long stems for cutting. Stems often 8 to 12 inches long. Fine for 
bouquets. Price $2.00 per pkt. 


OUTSTANDING MIXTURES 


HARROLD’S PEDIGREED GIANT ART-SHADES: The very ultimate in exhibition 
type mixtures. There are more than 500 colors and combinations in this mixture and 
we have had flowers over five inches across in regular field cultures from August plant- 
ings. The most showy for size and mass bedding. Price $2.00 per pkt.; 1/16¢0z. $4.00; 
% oz. $7.50; %4 oz. $13.00. 

HARROLD’S PEDIGREED SWISS GIANTS: A fancy type mixture of the richest colors 
to be found in this type of stock. Many flowers exceed four inches under good culture, 
Most preferred for specimen planting as colors, because of the heavy center blotch, are 
a bit dark for brilliant mass effect. Prices same as for Harrold’s Pedigreed Art-Shades. 

HARROLD’S ALL-AMERICAN BEDDING MIXTURE: An unsurpassed mixture of 
both exhibition and fancy types that can not be too highly recommended for the home 
grounds in any type of planting. Flower size and form is grand with good culture, 
Price $1.00 per pkt.; 1/16 oz. $1.75; % oz. $3.00; %4 oz. $5.00. 


See our catalogue for the most extensive selection of Pansy and Viola seeds in America, 


FORMAL COLORS 


GIANTS: The finest brilliant glant blue. Makes brilliant borders, 
N GIANTS: A bright yellow of flashing shade with dark center 
BY GIANTS: For the fancier of red pansies these are a must. The 

ast of deep red shades. 
GOLD: The finest true yellow. A bright shade without center markings. 
WHITE: The finest pure white of good flower size. Moderately ruffled, 


Any of these separate colors, $1.00 per pkt.; 1/16 oz. $2.00. 
500 seeds per pkt. 
FREE CATALOG: We issue several of these throughout the year and 


this service will be supplied free on request. The Pansy seed edition is 
now current. 


NEW CROP SEEDS FOR JULY AND AUGUST PLANTING, CULTURAL BOOKLET FREE WITH EACH ORDER 


HARROLD'S oii creennouses 


Box 29F, Grants Pass, Oregon 





PREPARE FOR YOUR FALL 
BULB PLANTING NOW 


Send for our beautiful full-color, authoritative 
catalog of Chyice, Rare and Unusual Bulbs... 
imported from all parts of the world. 

One of the most complete selections of choice 
bulbs in the world. 


Including leading varieties and novelties of .. 





Tulips Iris Species 
Daffodils ormnn Crocus 
Narcissi Fall Crocus 
Hyacinths Colchicum 
Lilies Lycoris 
Dutch Iris Sternbergia 

And many other fascinating groups too 


numerous to list, 


Send 25c in coin or stamps to reserve 
your copy. 


This payment also entitles you to 2 full 
years of all catalogs, special bulletins, 
cultural instructions, participation in our 
end-of-season POT LUCK offers, and en- 
roliment in our GIFT BULB Program. 





Are you acquainted with our unusual and 

unlimited guarantee on all merchandise 

sold? 

SEND US YOUR RESERVATION NOW 
. along with remittance. 





First issues 




















Big yard-wide knife cuts lawns fast, 
to right length for stopping crabgrass 
and hot weather burnouts. Clears un- 
derbrush and saplings like magic. It’s 
self-propelled . . . you just guide it. 
Light, easy to handle even on steep 
terrace slopes. 


HERE’S GREAT NEWS 


Jari Power Spray Attach- 
ment kills lawn weeds, 
garden pests. Hand boom 
reaches into fruit trees. 





Jari Products, Inc. 
2936T Pillsbury Ave. 
Minneapolis, Minn, 





Write for name of nearest 
POWER SCYTHE 


® 
AND SPRAY 


Oeolers: Direct factory dealerships available. 











Plant for Permanence... . 
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Showy Mountain Stewartia 


This shrub will bridge the mid-season gap with 
a succession of lovely crinkly white blossoms. 


By BEN BLACKBURN 


MONG the most beautiful American 
plants is a sturdy and very distinctive 
shrub native in the Great Smoky 

Mountains of Tennessee and southward 
through the Blue Ridge. This is mountain 
stewartia (Stewartia ovata). and _for- 
tunately enough, it has a variety that is 
even more beautiful. With their high Ap- 
palachian background, both these shrubs 
are dependably hardy, and in favorable 
conditions they survive temperatures well 
below zero without damage. 

Vexing changes in its botanical name 
have befallen this species, but gardeners 
are missing one of our finest native plants 


if these mishaps are keeping it from more 


general use in home plantings. The name 
formerly accepted was Stewartia penta- 
gyna, and it should also be noted that un- 
til a few years ago the generic name was 
usually written Stuartia. Linnaeus estab- 
lished his genus number 758 as Stewartia, 
and his spelling must be followed under 
the rules. 

Variety grandiflora was first described 
in 1914 by the great British botanist and 
authority on woody plants, W. J. Bean. 
In the absence of a local name in its 
native mountains, it is now known as 
showy mountain stewartia. The flowers 
of this variety are larger than those of 
the parent species, frequently measuring 
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four inches across. Even more exciting for 
gardeners, the stamens at the center have 
purple stalks. In mountain stewartia the 
stamens are yellowish. 

Both forms have sparkling white petals 
with beautifully crinkled edges. The flow- 
ers vary considerably in size, some being 
as small as two and a half inches across, 
and it is very desirable that home garden- 
ers and nurserymen keep their eyes open 
for variations. It is entirely possible that 
as this stewartia becomes better known 
and is grown more extensively, other fine 
varieties will be found. 

July is the time of year to become famil- 
iar with stewartias, as the blooming sea- 
son of this group of shrubs and small 
trees starts in early summer. The most 
decorative kinds are at their best now, 
just as the great wealth of spring-bloom- 
ing subjects has finished flowering and 
shrub plantings show the need of more 
variety to extend their period of beauty 
and interest. 

Stewartias are members of the tea 
family, and their showy blooms with 
crinkled white petals open from round 
pearl-like buds which are characteristic 
of this aristocratic group. This trait is 
well borne out in camellias and frank- 
linias. Like these relatives. also. stew- 
artias do not burst into their full bloom 
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in one concentrated display, but have a 
succession of the round buds opening 
for several weeks. This prolonged period 
of bloom makes them especially valuable 
for bridging the lapse between the 
principal garden display periods of 
spring and late summer. 


Discovered in Georgia 


Showy mountain stewartia was dis- 
covered in Georgia, where it grows na- 
turally intermixed with its parent type 
along the banks of streams in the lower 
Appalachian region. Unless they are in 
flower, so that the color of the stamens 
can be noted, it seems practically impos- 
sible to distinguish one from the other. 

The species itself is more abundant 
northward, particularly in eastern Ten- 
nessee, where it fairly lines the banks of 
some streams and makes dense thickets 
15 feet high or more. This is quite dif- 
ferent from its behavior in gardens, how- 
ever. Planted as specimens, with room 
for development and in leafy acid soil, 
these shrubs make well balanced and 
gracefully branched plants about ten feet 
in height (or sometimes taller in very 
favorable conditions) and with a spread 
about two-thirds as much. 

Their leaves are elliptic, from two and 
a half to five inches long, and character- 
ized on vigorous shoots by a zig-zag ar- 
rangement. The flower buds are borne 
singly on short stalks arising along the 
shoots from the leaf-axils. As each bloom 
expands it is very artistically set off 
against the background of foliage. The 
leaves usually turn coppery pink tones 
before falling in October or early Novem- 
ber. 


Soil Requirements 


Stewartias have very similar soil re- 
quirements to azaleas and camellias. They 
thrive in a good supply of humus in a 
light soil with abundant though not stag- 
nant moisture. Heavy and poorly drained 
soils must be lightened with leafmold and 
sand and soggy conditions modified by 
whatever additional measures may be 
necessary. On the other hand, dry or 
sandy soils should be liberally worked 
with humus to hold moisture. 

It is also advisable to prepare holes at 
least two and a half feet deep and to 
make a generous reservoir of leafmold, 
old stumps, logs, or other humus-produc- 
ing materials at the bottom to insure ex- 
tensive root development away from the 
dry top layer. Lime, ashes, and ‘ertilizers 
made up with lime or ground limestone 
are harmful. 

In full sunlight stewartias develop into 
dense symmetrical specimens sometimes 
nearly as broad as their height. In shade 
their habit is more sparse and they tend 
to grow taller and more picturesque. 
Sunny locations produce more abundant 
bloom. 


Flower Grower @ July, 1950 11 



















No MIXING 
no fussing with sprayer. 
Apply as it comes 
from the box. 





SAFE, in recommended 
usage will not harm 


Jawn grasses, persons, 
birds or pets: 


sHilsGrahatass 


TRADEMARK 


"Scuttles’’ Crabgrass 


Now, your yearly struggle to safely exter- 
minate crabgrass can be won in just a few 
minutes with safe, sure SCUTL. Prominent 
agronomists reporting on their tests with 
this latest development of Sco@ Lawn Re- 
search commented .. . “In our crabgrass 
control experiments over the past 30 years, 
none were as outstanding.” 

Apply SCUTL on your lawn now and 
scuttle crabgrass before its millions of 
seeds mature to become a worse pest 
next year. At Scotts Dealers, or 












write to O M Scot! & Sons Co, cy 
Marysville, Ohio. (Tes 
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400 sq ft box — 95c¢ 
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for superior performance 
and professional results! 


“Speedy Spraying’’ is the easy, money-saving 
way to paint everything! Simply pull the trigger 
and the job’s done in minutes instead of hours. 
Fine atomization makes paint go farther, gives 
a factory-smooth finish—not a trace of brush 
marks. Even wicker chairs, hampers, and radia- 
tors are a joy to paint with Speedy Sprayer. 
Ask to see it at your hardware, lumber, paint 
or auto supply dealer now. 





: SPEEDY SPRAYER 890 

: Favorite for 20 years! Heavy duty, 

2% all-purpose professional outfit. 
s Handles any material. Operates 
* with any % hp. motor. Out- 
fit with gun, hose, nozzles, 
less motor, now only $26.50 


W.R.BROWN CORP. 
5727 W. Armitage Ave., Chicago 39, Ill. 


Specialists in Portable Sprayers for over 20 Years 
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Serving Gardeners Everywhere 


Since 1847 


America’s Most Famous 
Seedsmen 


Peter Henderson & Go. 


Offer to You 


Entirely Free! 
A Copy of Their Beautiful 


Mid-Summer Catalog 





Including 
Advanced showings 
of Dutch and 
American Bulbs 
for Fall planting! 


Write Today! 


Y 
Peter Henderson & Co. 
73-7 Henderson Bldg., 35 Cortlandt St., 
New York 7, N. Y. 
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New Garden Equipment 


Try These for Better Summer Watering 





Sprinkler Head 


Here is a sprinkler which you can 
regulate and shut off by remote control. 
Crystal Mist can be operated by simply 
pulling on the hose. Its corrugated 
wheels do not cut up sod or mar lawn 


| when sprinkler is moved about. Sprink- 


ler head is designed to rotate with 
least amount of friction when water 
pressure is applied. Operating parts 
are brass with chrome plate. (The 
Roller Skate Co., Chicago) 


f-in-1 Sprinkler 


The Red Circle lawn sprinkler does 
all four jobs with ease: sprinkles. 
applies fertilizers or weed-killers. 
sprays insecticides. Remove two arms. 
screw on chemical injector jar (quart- 
size), attach 6-foot hose with a spray 
head. Injector has 3 feeds to regulate 
amount of chemical 
water. 


introduced into 
All parts of sprinkler are made 
of aluminum or brass. (Misch Mfg. 


Co., Mishawaka, Ind. } 





Valve Nozzle 


With plenty of watering to be done 
this summer, you can make one nozzle 
work for you 27 different ways—a wide 
fan spray, needle, fine mist, raindrop 
—depending on your garden needs. 
Elkay is made of Zamack, a lightweight, 
non-corrosive metal alloy, has finger- 


tip valve control. You can turn the 


water off right at the nozzle without 


| walking to spigot. (Elkay Manufactur- 


ing Co., Beverly Hills, Calif.) 


Hose Guide 


How many times have you bumped 
your garden hose over flower beds, 
breaking off buds or plants? Use 
this aluminum bird as a hose guide. 
Stick it in the ground anywhere. move 
it as you work. Hose slides across 
bird’s back, moves easily around the 
rolling pipe on the steel rod 4%” wide, 
24” high. Holder weighs only two 
pounds, is easy to handle. (Hagerstrom 
Metalcraft Studios, Wheeling, III.) 


12 TURN TO PAGE 40 FOR READY-REFERENCE WATERING GUIDE 
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Handy Aids to 
Lighten Your 


Garden Work 





Grass Trimmer 


There are always some areas of grass 
or undergrowth where a power mower 
balks. That’s the time you need a 
dependable grass trimmer. The Union 
Fork and Hoe Company makes a cutter 
that is light and steady. The blade is 
deeply concave, with serrated edges 
that act like the teeth of a barber’s 
comb to catch and hold grass or weed 
stems as they are cut. Long handle is 
of white ash. 





Hose Holder 


Lawn Valet, an adjustable hose holder, 
simplifies the job of lawn watering. 
You can direct the water where you 
want it, as well as regulate the amount 
and elevation of the spray. It is 
equipped with steel spring clips, 
mounted on a steel spike. Holder is 
adjustable from behind water stream, 
so you can keep dry while moving. it. 
Use it as a children’s play shower. 
(Clayton Industries, St. Louis. Mo.) 


Flower Grower @ July, 1950 13 











/AN EASY, INEXPENSIVE WAY 
TO WATER LAWNS AND GARDENS! 


Keep your place looking good 
all summer long. If you have 
water pressure averaging 18 lbs. 
or more, Lawn Master can be 
worth its weight in gold to you! 
It glides slowly, steadily across 
lawns, gardens, paths... 
gently and thoroughly soaking 
circle 8 feet to 65 feet wide. Ad- 
justable for spray area. 

Needs no attention, follows 
hose around turns, shuts itself 
off . . . Users say it saves even 
more time than a power mower! 


LIGHT WEIGHT... POWERFUL 


Don't confuse Lawn Master with any 
other traveling sprinkler—#st's different! 
Even the 4-arm model weighs less than 
six lbs. A child can use it! Easy to 
start, and to reset, with push-button 
controls. Lawn Master grips any stand- 
ard garden hose, rubber or plastic, for 
traction. Merely glides over the lawn, 
garden, driveway, etc. No heavy wheels 
to slip or bog down! Pulls a long length of 


FIRST. ASK YOUR DEALER; IF HE 
DOESN’T HAVE Lawn Master 


USE COUPON—ORDER DIRECT! 





hose, even up hills and banks. A sensi- 
ble principle . . . mechanically RIGHT, 
well-engineered, and quality-built 
throughout. Factory guaranteed! Hun- 
dreds of happy users know that Lawn 
Master is THE practical way to take the 
drudgery out of lawn sprinkling. 


STOPS 
Automatically 
Fasten ee 
on hose where 
you want Lawn 
Master to stop. It 
shuts itself off at 
that point! Stop plate and two turn- 
stakes wore nf with directions, in 
each package. Don't wait another day, 
Get Lawn Master now! 


MASTERBILT PRODUCTS CORP. 
1313 KINYON ST., SOUTH BEND, INDIANA 


| MASTERBILT PRODUCTS CORP. | 
| 1313 Kinyon St., South Bend, Indiana | 


Ship at once___2-arm MooDeL | 
























| PLEASE REMIT whigrre 
WITH ORDER alae ae | 
| Postpaid —Fully Guaranteed ; 
| Name. ] 
Address 
City State | 
(Note: Add $2.00 if west of Rockies) | 





July in 


Southern Gardens 


By JULIA LESTER DILLON 


ULTRY WEATHER does not mean 
that there is a lack of color and 
fragrance in our gardens now. Roses 


are blooming again. Lilies add_ their 
tall beauty, and flowering trees and 


shrubs give color and add charm every- 
where. The question now is how shall we 
best take care of them during the heat 
and drought of the season. 


LAWNS come first. 
ground is attractive, the borders and 
beds will not -be pleasing. Mow lawns 
regularly and often. Leave the clippings 
to add humus to the soil. From the sands 
of Florida to the mountain regions of 
North Carolina and Tennessee, centipede 
grass is the answer to every lawn-maker’s 
prayer. A minimum of care is all that it 
needs. Sun or shade and little water 
will keep it growing and spreading, 
without the undue work that carpet and 
Bermuda grasses require. 


CRAPEMYRTLE, 


dica, in white, rose, 


Unless the fore- 


Lagerstroemia in- 
red and lavender, 


makes streets and gardens beautiful 
everywhere. The blue-lavender of the 


chaste tree, Vitex latifolia, is a delight- 


ful accent. Magnolias, summer’s best 
gift to sections all over the South, 


lift their creamy cups and make deep 
shade. They are better omitted from 
small and used where there 
is plenty of room. In parks, farm grounds 
and large estates, they are magnificent. 


gardens 


COOL NOTES in gardens are secured 
by the use of white, blue and violet 


shades in plantings. Masses of white 
Phlox decussata are very good. Any 


other strong white accent is better than 
rose pink or red, unless the house is 
painted white and needs the stronger 
colors or there are background plant- 
ings of green. 


LILIES are always distinctive. The 
regale and centifolium Olympic _hy- 
brids, along with the older crinums, hedy- 
chiums and the lovely native lily Hymeno- 
callis coronarium, sometimes known as 
the butterfly lily, are all well worth 
growing. H. coronarium is low-growing, 
with white butterfly-shaped petals. It is 
a native of our swamps and needs a great 
deal of moisture during the growing 
period. The bulbs send up numerous 
new stalks each year at the beginning of 
the blooming season in early summer. 
Donald and Louise Hastings say in “The 
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Southern Garden Book,” published in 
1948 by Doubleday & Company, Garden 
City, New York, that in the upper South 
they must be lifted and stored. 

The crinum lilies are sometimes called 
the milk and wine lilies. They belong 
to the amaryllis family, have a tall stalk 
and clusters of lovely fragrant blooms in 
summer and fall. They do require plenty 
of moisture and rich soil, but with a 
minimum of care, they will fill border 
plantings with fragrant and striking pic- 
tures through many years in gardens in 
the lower South. 

The hedychium. also known as the 
butterfly lily or the ginger lily, is semi- 
hardy and blooms over a long period. 
It is slender, with canna-like leaves and 
pure white fragrant flowers. 

Get your orders for these lilies in now 
in time for fall planting. 


HEMEROCALLIS are 


such a range of color 


now listed in 
and bloom so 


freely for so many months that we can 
count on their glory through the heat 
of summer as well as in spring and 
fall. From March to November they 
lend their rich tones to borders and pro- 
vide beauty indoors and Plant 
them freely, 


out. 


PETUNIAS AND VERBENAS, along 
with sweet alyssum, are good stand-bys 
for July. The soft rose, blue and violet 
tones of these flowers make foregrounds 
attractive under summer-blooming shrubs 
and taller flowers. Salmon Glory verbena, 
with the Lavender Glory, are favorites 
for low masses along the edges of borders 
and for filling in the bare places where 
spring bulbs have bloomed. Single 
petunias give satisfaction. but doubles 
do not grow well in the lower South. 
Potted seedlings can be put out now. 


JULY is a wonderful month for flowers. 
In the Blue Ridge the rhododendrons and 
wild Azalea calendulacea are in full 
glory. The section around Asheville will 
be showing wonderful roses and iris. Far- 
ther South are the plumbagos. lilies. 
gladiolus, phlox, daylilies, masses of the 
sweet pepper bush, Clethra alnifolia. and 
the sapphire blue clusters of leadwort, 
Ceratostigma willmottianum, from China. 
not often seen but a July and August 
stand-by in my garden for over ten years. 





McFarland 


Widely planted in many Southern gardens is this ornamental shrub, crape-myrtle. 
Its lavender, rose and white blossoms are now plentiful everywhere in this section. 
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Our Cover Picture 





The blue-violet waterlily on our cover 
is the St. Louis-grown Judge Hitchcock. 


E thought FLower Grower readers 

might like to know a little about 
the lily pictured on our cover. Nympnaea 
Judge Hitchcock, a day-blooming tropical 
waterlily, so we asked its originator. 
George H. Pring, Superintendent oi tue 
Missouri Botanical Garden in St. Louis, 
Missouri, for a pro4le. 

Last month Mr. Pring gave us pointers 
on growing tropical waterlilies in home 
pools (“Waterlilies for Your Pool”) and 
in this month’s issue he tells us about 
a giant water-platter lily (‘“Here’s a 
Lily Boat That Grows,” page 60.) He 
has been experimenting with waterlilies 
since 1912, and most of the lilies grown 
at the Garden are his originations. The 
first pure white variety, Mrs. George H. 
Pring, was a Missouri Botanical Garden 
hybrid. A yellow lily discovered in 
Africa, N. burtti, was used as a parent 
to create outstanding hybrids in shades 
of yellow, peach and rose. 

This yellow lily, the most important 
parent in Judge Hitchcock waterlily’s 
family tree, was introduced to cultivation 
at the Garden in 1929. In 1941 this 
blue-violet lily was introduced after five 
years of breeding using ten plants, in- 
cluding red, light blue, dark blue and 
yellow waterlilies. 

Judge Hitchcock has full, cup-shaped 
flowers about 8 inches across of a deep, 
rich color. The richness of color is due 
to the large number of stamens. which 
are gold tipped with blue and to the 
fact that there are three distinct shades 
of blue in the flower, on the inside of 
the sepals, on the petals and on the tips 
of the stamens. 

The buds are green, the leaves small 
and dark green, sparsely flecked with 
reddish brown and purple beneath. It is 
a good propagator from tubers and 
makes an excellent commercial variety. 
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“My little Orlyt is always full. | 
have tried growing most every- 
thing and am yet to have a 
single failure. 1! practically live 
in it—There is only one fault, 
it’s just too darn small” says the 
owner of this Orlyt. 

Austin A. Arnold 

Wadsworth, Ohio 


GREENHOUSE 


Only— $2 e 5 


This is the season to build an Orlyt for fun and flowers galore next winter. 


Simple to put up any time, anywhere. Comes in sections that go together 


with bolts and screws. $285 buys the 10 by 11 ft. Orlyt pictured ready to 


go on your masonry foundation and join to your house. Other Orlyt green- 
houses and Lean-tos from $175. Automatic ventilation and heat at reasonable 


prices. Convenient payment plan available. 


LORD & BURNHAM 


IRVINGTON, N. Y. DES PLAINES, ILL. 
ST. CATHARINES, ONT. 


Prices slightly bigher in Canada 
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We leaves 


23% 


NITROGEN PHOSPHORIC ACID 


PLUS 12 other Chemicals and Vitamins and Hormones se 
which produce flavor, color and abundant crops! A 


You cannot obtain maximum plant growth on a 

partial diet nor with a miscellaneous assortment 

of chemicals. Use the only complete plant food— 

RA-PID-GRO. It contains every known element 

that plant life needs—in the proper quantity— 

No other plant food is made like RA-PID-GRO. 

The only complete plant food for 
FOLIAGE FEEDING 

Authorities now admit plants can take 

liquid RA-PID-GRO through the 

foliage, because RA-PID-GRO 

can be mixed and ap- 

plied with your insec- 

ticides spray. ¢ 

Guaranieed Results 

880 POUNDS OF FERTILIZER only $4.50. YOU GET— 









Yi 


5 Ibs. of fertilizer—enough to make 880 Ibs. of liquid ferti- 
lizer, a measuring spoon which when filled level makes a 
quart of fertilizer, plus a small trial package. Use the trial 
package. If you’re not completely sat- 
isfied, return the 5 Ib. package un- 
opened and get your money back. 


_ . - 


oe % 8 
z & ee 


Enclosed is my check 


Nome . 


Street ond No. ....... 





money order for $4.50 
for which please send me your Ra-Pid-Gro Trial Kit. ae 


r 
| RA-PID-GRO CORP., Dept. A, Dansville, N.Y. 
. 
| 
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By LESTER ROWNTREE 


UMMER sees a_ heavy mortality 

among plants taken on long automo- 

bile trips in temporary containers. 
Some plants travel like gypsies and are 
unaffected by as much as a week of dull 
light, jolting and jack of air and mois- 
ture. Others resent traveling under these 
conditions. 

It is well to consider the recent homes 
of your plant passengers. Had they been 
living in the sheltered corners of patios? 
Did they come from the nurseryman’s 
block? Many West Coast garden plants 
come from the Canary Islands, where 
strong winds blow free. These plants 
and others geared to hearty gales are 
likely to mildew or damp off in the 
close confines of the car. Plants taken 
from shady, moist places should be wa- 
tered enroute more often than those 
taken from the desert or near-desert. 
Plants accustomed to dry heat cannot 
stand overwatering. 

Unless it is too cold to air them, all 
plants should be taken from the car and 
put on the ground during nightly stop- 
overs. If this is not possible, open the 
windows of the car. Watering should 
be done at night. By morning, excess 
moisture will have drained away. Un- 
fortunately, there is usually no way of 
setting the containers in shallow water. 
Sprinkle the foliage of shade plants, but 
keep the foliage of desert plants dry. 
In returning the plants to the car, put 
those which are used to sun in the strong- 
est light, or their foliage will turn yel- 
low. 


Southern California 


If you have not been out to see a flower 
seed farm in bloom, don’t delay driving 
to sections where semihardy and hardy 
annuals, biennials and perennials are 
grown in masses by commercial seeds- 
men. From a distance these fields of cul- 
tivated flowers look like gigantic patch- 
work quilts made with the most brilliant 
colors. The patches are square or ob- 
long (some may be an acre in size), and 
they are put together without thought of 
color harmony. This abandon results 
in barbaric splendor. 

If colors of the same variety are likely 
to be crossed, the blocks are separated by 
a different flower, often higher or lower, 
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in order to break the direct line of the 
bee or other fertilizing insect. You will 
find many of these in the Lompoc Valley 
and its environs and farther north, in the 
Salinas Valley. I know of no jollier way 
of choosing flower forms and colors for 
next year’s garden. 


California Feg Belt 


This is the month for sowing viola and 
pansy seed. In my experience I have 
found that it is harder to keep violas in 
my garden than it is to keep pansies. 
Violas seem more fussy about soil, and 
wireworms prefer violas to pansies. When 
wireworms become rampant in the soil, 
there is only one thing to do: that is to 


McFarland 
Maggie Mott viola is nearly 2 inches across. 
In the Fog Belt violas like sun or shade. 


poison the worms, which, of course, also 
poisons the viola plants. This necessi- 
tates fallowing. 

By sending to England or Canada for 
seed, you can get some delightful violas, 
but good varieties carried by seedsmen 
here include blue Maggie Mott, White 
Perfection, light blue Firmament and 
yellow V. lutea splendens. See that there 
is good drainage in the seed flat. Do not 
allow the flats to dry out. If they are too 
wet, however, the seedlings will damp 


off. Add plenty of sifted humus to 
the soil in the flats. The viola or pansy 
bed in the garden should also contain 
humus. In the Fog Belt, violas and 
pansies will take sun; they are also 
happy in shade. Every garden border 
benefits by an edging of these plants. 


Sacramento and 
San Joaquin Valleys 


Most amaryllids do well in the Big 
Valley; many are in bloom now. The 
formal bed is not the place for amaryllis 
unless they are accompanied by plants 
with suitable foliage. Agapanthus carry 
their foliage at the same time as the 
bloom and can take a more conspicuous 
place in the garden. Both these amary- 
llids are more happily placed if used 
in connection with low shrubs, ferns 
and perennials with interesting foliage. 
Many nurseries now list the glorious 
white agapanthus, but as there are poor 
forms of this as well as of the type, it 
is well to see your bulbs in bloom before 
you make a selection. With good care 
these bulbs are a permanent investment. 

The oxblood lily, which in my garden 
blooms earlier than agapanthus, has 
shining flowers of dark red. The flowers 
are smaller than those of most amaryllis, 
and the flower head has grace, which 
many amaryllis do not have. This bulb 
needs sun and should remain _ undis- 
turbed. When I moved mine, I lost a 
years bloom. Oxblood lily comes under 
the name of Amaryllis advenum and of 
Habranthus miniatus. 


Pacifie Northwest 


This is the time for dividing bearded 
iris and for planting rhizomes of new 
varieties. There isn’t a state in our 
Union, nor a section of the West Coast, 
in which gardeners do not weary the 
passer-by with long lines of overflow 
bearded iris, all of the same variety. Do 
give these extras away to someone who 
does not have the kinds you have. and 
pep up your own collection with new 
shades and sizes of iris. It is difficult to 
resist exhausting the garden budget on 
them. 

Have you ever grown the table iris? 
This dainty kind has slender foliage, 
wiry stems and small flowers. Widget is 
white-edged, speckled with violet; Day 
Star, an orange-bearded white; Zingara, 
a fresh shade of orange-red. One of the 
best of the intermediates, which bloom 
after the dwarfs and before the tall 
ones, is Zua, white flushed over with 
light blue, with the glistening quality of 
frost. When I began gardening. long 
years ago, there were only three dwarf 
iris available. Now. one Northwest 
nurseryman lists 47. Two choice ones 
are Blue Flash, a Wedgwood blue, and 
Mist o’Pink, a rosy mauve, 
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The laceflower’s dainty blue parasols 
resemble the wild Queen Anne’s lace. 


Neldom-Seen Annuals 


By FERN CHRISTIAN MILLER, (Mo.) 


ACH summer for over a dozen years 

I have grown one or more seldom 

seen annuals in my central Missouri 
farm garden. These adventures’ with 
seeds have been little work and real 
fun for me and my family. 

Last summer the double four o’clock, 
referred to in the trade as Mirabilis uni- 
flora, was a novelty here at Brook-Side. 
Though the big black seeds did not 
germinate so freely as those of the single 
four o’clocks, we were well repaid by the 
drought-resistant plants with their shiny 
leaves. The many fragrant blossoms were 
a brilliant Tyrian rose and formed some- 
what like a nicotiana growing out of a 
petunia, Last fall I dug the few tough, 
enlarged roots or tubers, storing them in 
sand in a dry cellar for 1950 bloom. I 
also saved some seeds but am dubious of 
their worth, as I am told that the flowers 
come single the second year. 

I had often seen Cuphea_ platycentra, 
the firefly, cigar flower or firecracker 
plant, in our local greenhouse, but last 
year I had my first experience with grow- 
ing it from seed. The color of this free- 
blooming little plant is furnished by 
bright scarlet calyx tubes, tipped with 
touches of blue-black and white. Al- 
though it is an American plant of the 
loosestrife family, cigar flower presents a 
most exotic appearance in the garden. 

Despite the fact that Verbesina en- 
celioides, the golden crownbeard or but- 
ter daisy. is said to be a weed in some 
localities, I really liked the tall, bushy 
plants with their clean. notched, gray- 
green leaves and hundreds of clusters of 
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McFarland photos 
Globe gilia or thimble flower flaunts 
small, round blue tufts on 2-foot stems. 


big, soft yellow daisies. The blossoms 
with cushiony centers full of pollen made 
flowers, but I 
must admit this pollen did shed on shiny 
table tops! I thought them pleasantly 
scented but everyone did not agree. 
Butter daisies were quick and easy from 
the big, flat, papery seeds. They grew to 
a height of three feet, bloomed over a 
long season, were drought-resistant, and 
made a very attractive background be- 
hind blue- and orange-flowered plants. 





lovely, long-lasting cut 


The sky-blue Jaceflower, Trachymene 
coerulea (formerly Didiscus coerulea), 
has soft filmy, lavender-blue parasols 
of bloom, which are lovely with butter 
daisies in the border or in bouquets. 
This wildling from Australia bloomed | 
from July until frost in my hot, dry gar- | 
den. It has carrotlike seed, as it is a | 
close relative of our lovely Queen Anne’s 
lace and our garden carrot. It 
quickly from early May sowing, attain- 
ing a height of 2% feet. 

Very combination 
with the coral flower were the small. 
round heads of the sky-blue thimble | 
flower, Gilia capitata or globe gilia. 
These grew about two feet tall from 
seed sown thinly in the spring right 
where they were to bloom. 

A 6-inch edging plant which I found 
nice with these other annuals was Golden 
Fleece or Dahlberg daisy, Thymophylla 
tenuiloba. I sowed this directly in the 
garden very early in spring. It made 
pretty little mounds of sweet-scented, 
fernlike foliage covered with tiny, gold- 
en daisies that bloomed all summer. 
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Enjoy the Flashing Beauty of 
Humming Birds in Your Garden 
this Summer with an 


Audubon 


HUMMING BIRD FEEDER « 


e Scientifically designed for 
Maximum attraction 

e Brilliant red plastic flower j,—yp 
attracts birds from afar 

e Easily filled with sugar and NL 
water nectar 

e Easily installed 

e Will not attract bees 

e Completely weatherproof 

e Agay addition to your garden 





Enthusiastically Endorsed By Users 


“Glancing up from my books and 
sewing, I counted the birds at 
the feeders 21 times this morn- 
ing, so I am sending for 2 
more.’’ Genevieve Darl- 
ington, S. Egremont, Mass. 

“... they did find it and it 
is now a problem and a 
full time job to keep the 
glass filled. Manuel Calvo, 
Kensington, Md. 





















And it is only 


“1.95 


Postpaid 
Anywhere 
in U.S. A. 

PAT. PENDING 


AUDUBON NOVELTY COMPANY 
PITTSFORD, N. Y. 


BOX 21 
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“Rains Over All’’ 


300 GALLONS PER HOUR, FALL LIKE Race 





Adjusts to ~ 


stop at 


Covers if — 
AS *| 50 x 60’ oe ie. 
~! >s < 


any ongle / area a se 


FOR THAT GOLF GREEN LOOK 


Shower Queen's scientific oscillating action 
throws water high into air. Water falls as 
gentle rain covering large rectangular area 
Eliminates excessive overlapping and frequent 
resetting. Wide sled runners permit easy re- 
positioning without shutting off water. Simply 
adjusted to operate close to buildings. Perfect 
for all lawns and gardens. Makes watering a 
pleasure instead of a chore. Precision built 
for long dependable service. Fully Automatic. 


Positively guaranteed. 





Please Send Free Cata and ; 
l Prices at once 3 (8 
: Name a _ a : 
| Address — ; 
. City __ State_ - ; 


ACME SPRINKLERS ixtanrzoe 2omce 











All working parts sturdy, 
bronze or stainless steel 


SPRAY WAVE 


A self-contained hose-fed unit uniformly cov- 








ers 40x50 feet with swinging fan of gentle 
Adjustable for length of 


penetrating rain. 


swing and direction. Non-breakable rust- 


proof skid base. Guaranteed. Retails $18.95. 
SPRAY-LO 


Waters up to 45 foot diam- 
eter circle— operates on 
any pressure from 5 Ibs. 
up. Has positive, slow 
moving action. Will water 
under trees and shrubbery. 
Retails at $6.75 


The SKINNER IRRIGATION CO. 


75 Canal Street, Troy, Ohio 











STILL TIME Bez 
for MUMS 
THIS FALL 








POTTED PLANTS ..... 50¢ each 


Get hundreds of choice blooms this fall 
from these double varieties, the ten best 
for cutting. Vigorous young plants grown 
in three-inch pots; ready for delivery 
starting mid-August. The earlier you plant, 
the more blooms you get this year. Debu 
for largest flowers. These types cover en- 
tire color range. This assortment will 
make a garden show you'll be proud of! 
Red Rover—Red.........05. o00e SOC 
Butterball—Gold......... 
L. P. Orr—Two-tone.. 
White Giant—White... 
Dean Stanley—Bronze... 
Olive Longland—Blend. 
Starlight—Lemon., revert 
Stoplight—Russet.. 
Lavender Sunset «ooo 0c0eeeeeees 050 
PME POORRG 6 6.5.60.00500000040000 808 


ALL 10 — ssvatue — Only $4 
25 OF YOUR CHOICE, 


plus 3 Colors New Rayonette (ems cceccencs$t 0 
ORDER TODAY! Cash or C.0.D. For Mid-August Shipment 


ROCKNOLL °'" Morrow, Ohio 














The author gave his rhododendrons sheltered summer quarters under oaks. To keep 
roots moist, 


How to grow 


the pots were set in leveled pans holding at least 14 inch of water. 


Non-hardy Rhododendrons 


These magnificent shrubs from milder 


climates can be grown in the Northeast 


By G. G. NEARING, 


66 HY can’t we grow them here?” 
is the wistful question so often 
asked by travelers who have seen 

the magnificent rhododendrons in the 

south of England, the west coast of 

Wales or Scotland or on our own Pa- 

cific coast. Fortunately, these tender 

rhododendrons can be grown in colder 

climates by using special methods. 
Although ambitious gardeners have 

tried growing them in a few favored spots 


on Long Island and Cape Cod where ° 


some of them flourish, they have not 
been at all successful when planted in 
cold, unprotected places. These non- 


hardy rhododendrons have been hybrid- 
ized with our hardier kinds. and already 
some good new forms spread their lovely 
petals despite our gales and frosts. But 
usually those few specimens of tender 
Loderi or Pink Pearl that we do find 
surviving our climate are mere echoes of 
their proper glory. 

Years ago I found a method by which 
many of these more difficult rhododen- 
drons could be wintered and made to 
bloom in northern New Jersey, with only 
a moderate outlay. Among those which 
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(N. J.) 


flowered for me were the yellow Rhodo- 
dendron campylocarpum; its delightful 
hybrid from a cross made with R. wil- 
liamsianum, Moonstone, which is orange 
in bud, cream when the drooping bells 
have opened fully; Temple Bell, a pure 
pink; R. sperabile, with its shining little 
clusters of true red with no hint of pur- 


ple; rich lavender R. oreotrephes; and 


fragrant, white large-flowered R. de- 
corum. 


In growing rhododendrons, heat and 
drought aré as much to be dreaded as 
cold. Not only the roots. but the air 
around the crowns of these plants. must 
remain moist, as some of the rhododen- 
drons hail from regions where a rainfall 
of 200 inches a year is normal. For their 
summer quarters, mine were given an 
oak grove by a stream, a spot sheltered 
from strong winds. 

To keep the roots perpetually moist, 
the rhododendrons were potted. using 
nothing smaller than a standard 6-inch 
pot, with at least an inch of coarse gravel 
drainage at the bottom. The pots were 
set in large, leveled pans of galvanized 
steel, in which at least a quarter of an 
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ch of water and not more than an inch 
mained at all times. Leveling the pans 
quired some care, as otherwise some 
its would receive too little, others too 
uch. water. To maintain the necessary 
‘idity and to prevent rusting of the 
ans, a few dead oak leaves were thrown 
ito the water and allowed to remain 
iere. The plants need these dead leaves 
r their equivalent of tannic acid. 


Potting Soil 


The roots require a light, porous pot- 
ing soil, preferably including some sand 
ind plenty of sedge peat. For the bulk 
of the soil, a good oak-leafmold is ideal. 
Repotting every year or two to larger 
pots is important, for rhododendrons 
ordinarily will not thrive without a 
mulch, and mulching in the pot is not 
practicable. The only fertilizer I used 
was Dexter’s mixture: 2 parts superphos- 
phate, 1 part nitrate of potash (not 
nitrate of soda, which poisons them). 
This is spread on the surface every 





Photos by the author 


One blush-white flower head of non-hardy 
Loderi may be six inches or more across. 


spring, about 1 tablespoonful to a 6-inch 
pot, and proportionately more for larger 
pots. 

These rhododendrons are usually fro- 
zen up for several months of the year, 
often buried in snow. My most successful 
winter quarters for them consisted of a 
cold pit. This is a frame built of cinder 
block, the bottom at least 2 or 3 feet 
below ground level, the top covered with 
glass sash. Here pans of water will not 
do. Instead, the pots are plunged in well- 
moistened peatmoss. 

To prevent overheating on sunny days, 
the sash should slope sharply to the 
north. Lath shade is necessary all the 
time. Ventilation is needed only on hot 
days in spring. The sash must remain in 
place at night until all danger of frost 
is past, or the young foliage, most of 
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which comes out before that time, will 
be ruined. 

Flowering sometimes begins as early 
as March, but more commonly about 
April 15. When the buds have started 
to swell, the plants may be removed to 
pans of water on a cool sun porch. Here 
the flowers will often last two or three 
weeks, When the plants are well budded. 
these rhododendrons offer a_ spectacle 
few other shrubs can equal. 

Since potted plants tend to become 
leggy, do not crowd the pots together 
during the growing or flowering season. 
The shade in which they stand should 
not be too dense, but too much sun, on 
the other hand, may be disastrous. Fre- 
quent repotting into larger pots, even- 
tually into tubs, if necessary, helps re- 
duce legginess. 

About flowering time or a little later 
the foliage buds begin to expand. The 
topmost of these on non-flowering tips 
can be pinched off easily when they 
reach a length of an inch or so. As soon 
as the tip bud has been removed, sev- 
eral buds just below it will swell, each 
developing into a branch. Tips which 
flower perform the same service for them- 
selves and require no pinching. Pruning 
of completed growth should seldom be 
resorted to, because its removal destroys 
the portion on which flower buds for 
next spring are about to form. Some- 
times this occurs as early as June. 


Inseet Pests 


Few pests attack rhododendrons, but 
it is usually necessary to spray at least 
three times a year with Bordeaux mix- 
ture and arsenate of lead. Add some dry 
chrome green dark pigment to color 
the spray to prevent unsightly whitening 
of the foliage. When the lace bug ap- 
pears, use nicotine sulphate immediately, 
preferably spraying twice within 24 
hours. Stronger sprays may bring ruin- 
ous attacks from the midge. 

Rhododendrons of many species and 
varieties are obtainable from nurseries 
in Washington and Oregon, from which 
they can be shipped East as small plants. 
For grounds of moderate size, do not at- 
tempt to grow the largest forms such as 
Loderi, Naomi, Cornubia, Gill’s Crimson, 
Loder’s White, Betty Wormald, Shilson, 
Mrs. Furnival, R. arboreum, R. sino- 
grande or R. calophytum. It might be 
necessary to discard them as too large 
even before they reach flowering size. 
Mrs. Ashley Slocock, Pink Pearl, Tem- 
ple Bell, Moonstone, Dairy Maid, Lady 
Alice Fitzwilliam, Blue Diamond, Ear] 
of Athlone, R. oreotrephes, R. campylo- 
carpum, R. decorum, R. griersonianum, 
R. maddeni, R. crassum or R. johnston- 
eanum will not reach such large dimen- 
sions or will open abundant blooms 
while still small. 
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CHAMPIONS 


for 


CHAMPION GARDENS 


For the control of blight and insects in your garden, 
here are two Champion products . . . easy to use, 
efficient, low in cost. 





Clog-Proof 
HAND 
DUSTER 


The ideal duster for 
big or small jobs on 
flowers, vegetables, shrubs, small trees . . . 
light in weight with power to make dust stick. 


% Lead-coated steel tank 
* Moisture proof 
* Easily filled, cleaned 





——_— 


* All parts enclosed 
* Jet agitation 
%* Fine fog or cloud 


LOW-COST 
UTILITY 
SLIDE 
SPRAYER 


Answers every need of the 
home owner for spraying 
any insecticide as mist 
or stream on vegetables, 
flowers, trees as high as 
30 feet. Highly effective 
as extra sprayer for new 
weed-killer solutions. 

% Sliding piston easily develops 200 Ibs. pressure 

on both in and out strokes 

% Non-corrading, non-clogging bronze ball valves 
* Easily adjusted nozzie 5-foot rubber hose 


if Champion dusters and sprayers are not available 
at your dealer's, write today for complete literature 
and prices. Immediate delivery. 


PY 







CHAMPION SPRAYER CO. 


Mfrs. of Portable Sprayers and Dusters 
6517 HEINTZ AVE. e DETROIT 11,-MICH 








6 .°2 colchicum 

















wonder bull! 


...» Place them bare 
— anywhere! Yes! 
And they’ll bloom 
without soil or 
‘p water on window 
y fg sill, table top or 
piano. Then just sit 
back and enjoy the 
AY magic of nature. 
“ MAGIC bulbs 
, keep on blooming 
again and again 
for several weeks. Fine gifts for 
shut-ins, children or _ beginners. 
GUARANTEED TO FLOWER. 

6 HOLLAND IMPORTS for only 
$2 ppd. SUPPLY LIMITED. Send 
for these bulbs today! Complete 
story in each carton. 

Order enrolls you as Club Mem- 
ber, without obligation, in famous 

of the 125 Madison Dept.FGU 
BULB monts CLUB“ ciicace 3. m. 











DU PONT 
CHEMICALS 


for disease control 





Du Pont 


“FERMATE" 


Fungicide 


Here is an outstanding chemical 
for control of black spot and rust 
of roses, black rot of grapes, and 
many other diseases of flowers and 
fruits. Just mix with water and 
spray. Compatible withe insecti- 
cides. Recommended by authori- 
ties after thorough testing. Get it 
from your dealer today in handy 
8-oz. canister—makes 28 gallons 
of spray. 





FUNGIGIDE-A 


New, ideal control for leaf and 
petal blights of azalea and camel- 
lia, fungous diseases of chrysan- 
themum, snapdragon and other 
flowers. Does not burn or stunt 
plants. Also excellent for vege- 
tables. Spray it to control many 
plant diseases. Get Fungicide-A 
from your dealer today in 6-o0z. 
canister — makes 19 gallons of 
spray. Product of Du Pont, Wil- 
mington 98, Delaware. 


REG. U.S. paT. OFF. 
BETTER THINGS FOR BETTER LIVING 
. +» THROUGH CHEMISTRY 




















Logs are laid for the fire to be lighted at dusk. Supper is ready 
on the grill, and everything is on hand for a wonderful evening. 


Fireplace Fun 


By BESS FOSTER SMITH, (Idaho) 


HERE were probably a great many 

people having outdoor fireplace fun 

before we discovered it, but it is 
like having grandchildren. You never 
pay much attention to them until you 
have one of your own. Then you begin 
bragging about it. 

Our back yard took on a new signifi- 
cance when we added a fireplace and 
grill, set up a picnic table and benches 
and installed amber stick-up lights in 
the petunia borders along the fence. 
We put our grill and fireplace back to 
back, so our cooking equipment is out 
of sight of the guests. This consists of 
a grill, an oven and a removable spit. 
A high picket fence covered with Paul 
Scarlet climbers cuts off the alley view 
and the other sides of the yard are walled 
by our house and our neighbors’. 

It is surprising how easy it is to get 


people to come for an outdoor supper . 


and even more wonderful the way they 
insist on bringing half the food and 
working their heads off to help prepare 
it. We feel like Tom Sawyer when he 
got his fence whitewashed for free and 
had a pocketful of gifts besides. 

Of course there are things to attend 
to beforehand, such as spraying the yard 
for flies and mosquitoes, giving the lawn 
a fresh shave and hair cut and piling a 
goodly supply of wood and kindling 
close by. The hot or cold drinks have to 
be made ready, hamburgers patted out 
or steaks trimmed, onions sliced, sauces 
and seasonings spread out. hotpad hold- 
ers, pancake turner. long fork. swabbing 
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brush, etc. made handy for the chef. 

But we are getting these tasks down 
to a science, and you feel well compen- 
sated for them when your guests go into 
rhapsodies over the steaks. the coffee and 
the salad and then afterward when they 
“oh” and “ah” over your pansy bed, 
your espaliered trees spreading peacock 
fashion against a wall. your little bird 
house set on a stump among the Heavenly 
Blue morning-glories and your hardy 
Paul Scarlets. 

It is surprising. too. how flickering 
firelight can cause fellows who would 
sit silent and bored in a lighted room 
to conjure up fascinating hunting and 
fishing stories and other tall tales. It is a 
delight to the children. who can romp 
and wrestle all over the yard without con- 
stant scolding from their elders until 
they are exhausted enough to drop on a 
blanket before the fire and dream. The 
young folk. can find a bit of seclusion 
for the exchange of confidences and the 
holding of hands. So. the only thing the 
perfect host seems to have to know is 
just when it is time to put another log 
on the fire. 

It becomes an evening without time. 
The moon rides high and the leaves on 
the near-by poplars whisper sweet noth- 
ings. Suddenly someone discovers that 
it is nearly midnight and tomorrow is 
another day. Then there is the little 
flurry of putting out the fire, picking up 
the debris, carrying indoors the extra 
chairs, pillows and blankets and washing 
up the silverware at the kitchen sink. 
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Looks at y 4 New Books 


By ESTHER C. GRAYSON 





THE COMPLETE GARDEN HAND- 
BOOK by Marion J. Simon, Dickson 
W. Pierce, Beatrice P. Hendrix and 
John Elliott. Illus. 451 pages. D. Van 
Nostrand Co., Inc., New York. $5.00. 


There have been many _ gardening 
books complete in one volume but noth- 
ing quite like this one. Not only is ev- 
ery phase of gardening and garden plan- 
ning discussed, but each section of the 
country is considered. Plant lists for the 
South, West, Middlewest, Northeast, etc. 
are included in a chapter entitled “A 
Planting Plan for Your Property.” 

Chapters are devoted to roses, trees, 
shrubs and lawns. orchards, vegetables, 
woody plants and garden pests. There 
is a chapter on flower arrangement, fully 
illustrated in color and another on plants 
which thrive indoors. 

Printed on glossy paper and full of 
pictures in color and black and white, 
“The Complete Garden Handbook” is 
attractive in appearance, while its many 
lists will recommend it to those who like 
to see everything at a glance in tabu- 
lated form. 

Some of the color work is poor, es- 
pecially close-ups of flowers. 


HOME ORCHID GROWING by Re- 
becca T. Northen. Illus. 286 pages. 
D. Van Nostrand Co., Inc. New York. 
$6.00. 


It is a pleasure to report that a com- 
prehensive book on orchid growing for 
the amateur has at last appeared. When 
I acquired my first orchid plants a few 
years ago, I looked in vain for this sort 
of advice and pictorial demonstration. 

The author is the wife of a plant 
physiologist who is a professor of botany 
at the University of Wyoming. Herself 
a trained botanist, Mrs. Northen became 
interested in growing orchids as a 
hobby. She started just as any amateur 
would, with a few plants in a window 
of her home. Now she has two green- 
houses and more than 2,000 plants, many 
of them raised from seed. 

Among the most helpful features are 
diagrams showing various parts of the 
orchid plant and photographs showing 
dividing and repotting operations. There 
are ten beautiful color plates. Chapters 
on home propagation from seed are 
included, as well as separate sections on 
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each of the major orchid groups. 

There is a bibliography, an appendix 
key to the orchid family and a listing of 
suppliers. 


Note: An article by Rebecca T. 
Northen, “Meet Some of the Different 


Orchids,” appeared in FLowerR GROWER 
in December 1949.—Ed. 


SIMPLE ROCK GARDENING by A. J. 
Macself. Illus. 120 pages. Transat- 
lantic Arts, Forest Hills, New York. 
$1.80. 


Here is a well-named handbook by 
a famous English garden writer which 
was republished in England in 1947 and 
first published in this country in 1949, 

The author’s objective is to give the 
inexperienced gardener the rudiments of 
rock gardening. There are chapters on 
construction, plants for the beginner, 
walls and rock banks, maintenance of 
rock gardens, etc. Other subjects dis- 
cussed include alpines in beds and 


borders, in pots and in sinks and troughs. | 


The latter two are forms of rock garden- 
ing which might be compared to plant- 
ing a wheelbarrow with annuals or fill- 
ing an old dory with petunias. The last 
chapter provides valuable lists of alpines 
for special situations and purposes: for 
shady spots, for growing in pots, for 
autumn and winter flowering, for walls, 
paving stones, pools and for the “mo- 
raine.” 


THE CAMELLIA by G. B. Tirocco. 
Translated by Claude Chidamian. Illus. 
70 pages. The Walden Press. Distri- 
buted by Home Gardening, 814 St. 
Louis Street, New Orleans 16, La. 
$3.00. 


This book has been translated from 
the Italian by the editor of the Southern 
California Camellia Society Bulletin, 
who is also a member of the Publications 
Committee of the American Camellia 
Society. The emphasis is on the camellia 
which is grown outdoors at least half 
the year. There are chapters on soil, 
potting, exposure, shelters, pruning, 
diseases and insects, as well as botanical 
notes and descriptions. Forty-nine full- 
illustrations 


page photographic give 
dramatic close-up portraits of many 
popular varieties of camellias. 
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we DU Pont 
Floral Dust 


Control bugs and blights 
with this safe product 





e Can be used as spray or dust 


e Stops pests yet doesn’t harm 
tender foliage 


e Safe on the most sensitive 
plants 


@ No other formula like it 


e Contains famous ‘‘Fermate’’ 
and sulfur fungicides 


e Contains new Du Pont 
Methoxychlor insecticide— 
long-lasting, safe, plus rote- 
none 


If your dealer doesn’t stock 
Floral Dust, order direct from 
us: 8 oz. packed in refillable 
dust gun—$1.00; 1-lb. canister 
— $1.40. (Prices include post- 
age and handling.) Write to 
Du Pont, 4028F Du Pont 
Bldg., Wilmington 98, Del. 


REG. U.S. PAT. OFF 
BETTER THINGS FOR BETTER LIVING 
.. +» THROUGH CHEMISTRY 
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At Your Florist or Seed Store \ | 


—or Direct from Us: | 


Floralife’s 
HAND CLEANER 


our hands can be as 
scan ogee your hobby — gar- 
: dening! Floralife’s Han 

Cleaner instantly removes 
| dirtand grime—also grease, _ 
stains, paint, ink, etc...- ley 
If no dealer, 3 big tubes , | 
for $1, direct postpaid. 


Floraglow tear 
CLEANER and Gio= 
; on. Cleans © 
aire pee po like magic. 
: Gives leaves a lasting 


beauty for 


potted plants. If ch, [ 
KA\ nodealer,50c per 602. 
D\ bottle or 2 bottles & 
eA pd. 


sprayer top, $1.25 p 








lora/ife CUT FLOWER FOOD 


DOUBLES Life of Cut Flowers 


i 
lat 





FLORALIFE, Inc. 


1443 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago 5 


the 
x 4 nde rgrou nd 
_y Attack! 


BOTONONE 
PROTECTS® 


| 
OOTS AND BULBS | 
a GROWING PLANTS 7 


AGAINST 


UNDERGROUND 


ATTACK 
OF INSECTS AND 
FUNGUS DECAY 


Write for Descriptive a 
Send $2.00 for 1 pint prepaid or ask your a 
Dealers — Stock BOTONONE for al hee 
sonvenlenet> Wholesale prices on req 








TAN Ny 
INDUSTRIAL AROMATIC Cco., INC. 
511 EAST 72nd ST. © NEW YORK 21, N. Y. 
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“Desert Flower,” by Caryl Firth, Trappe, Md., shows a solitary yucca. 


Flower Photography 


These unusual compositions show 


design in arrangements by Nature. 


AST February visitors to the 

Chicago Natural History Mu- 
seum had a chance to see the 
fifth Chicago International Ex- 
hibition of Nature Photography. 
Here are four flower pictures 
from the Plant Life division: 
Some 2.500 prints and transpar- 
encies were received. reports 
Louise Broman Janson. secretary 
of the Nature Camera Club of 
Chicago. co-sponsors of the ex- 
hibit. The Color Division of the 
Photographic Society of America 
awarded two silver medals for 
slides best illustrating color har- 
mony in nature. 





“Teasel Weed,” a fuller’s brush, 
by F. E. Fuller. Bloomington, II. 





“Erigeron,” a fleabane, by Grace 
Ballentine, Upper Montclair, N. J. 














“Peruvian Lily Trio,” Grace Bal- 
lentine, Upper Montclair, N. J. 
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Round Robins’ 
Gladiolus Symposium G R E A y a E hy 
Sponsored by William J. Ryan, Chicago, Ill, we e & D K i L i t R 4 
Compiled by J. A. Bartholomew, Milton, Mass. 
OR our gladiolus symposium we de- h 
; NOW! You can have a more beautiful lawn 
cided to rate gladiolus on an over-all 
garden performance basis, on such 
points as: Color clear and unblemished? 
Placement of florets perfect? Florets 
faced properly? Proper amount of florets 
open. Stem straight? Foliage healthy? 
Twenty-nine members of the five Gladi- 
olus Robins sent in their own 25 “best.” and chickweed 
nee aoe Se Se ee See WEEDONE CRABGRASS KILLER cotins 
varieties were voted for. We tabulated potassium cyanate. Is not poisonous to humans and We rt 
the figures on this basis: the variety animals. One application will kill crabgrass and EDONE 
named Ist on a member’s list received 25 psig under ee ee sp without killing 
etn pee ae clover, bluegrass, fescue or other deep- -rooted peren- BGR 
points, the es named 2nd, 24 porn, nial grasses. It is easy to use, harmless to soil, clean 
etc. Then the points for each variety were and odorless, economical, and will not kill nearby K| LLER 
totaled to determine the winners. shrubbery unless sprayed on it directly. Complete 
instructions on can. 5 oz. size, $1 (enough to treat cose, 
NUMBER OF 500 sq. ft. of mature crabgrass or 1,000 sq. ft. of ee 
VARIETY VOTES POINTS seedling). 20 oz. can, $3. Canes 
1. Elizabeth the Queen 20 — 346 
2. Spotlight . 308 
3. Leading Lady 14 276 UW LK ° Mir fy! 
4. Burma 18 269 a ° 
5. Red Charm 14 231 
6. Spic and Span . 10 220 New, Improved 
7. Corona eee 13 202 
eB WEEDONE 
9. Rosa Van Lima... 11 199 
10. Silver Wings 9 183 
11. Snow Princess 9 159 KILLS LAWN WEEDS 
12. Dieppe 9 150 BR 
13. Beauty’s Blush 7 124 USH and STUMPS 
14. Picardy ba 8 122 Does not give off vapors that in- 
SS Slevence Nightingale. ; 6 119 jure flowers, vegetables or shrubs 
16. Margaret Beaton...... 8 107 ee nga a brs: 
7. Lady Jane...... 8 106 5 : weed killer—now contains both 2,4,5- 
18 kee 7 104 met - and 2,4-D. It kills dandelion, plantain, 
yan soit poison ivy, poison oak, wild blackberries 
19. Sun Spot . 3 103 and raspberries, honeysuckle and over 
20. Salman's Glory 7 98 90 other weeds and woody plants, with- 
21. Wilma Dittman 4 90 \” Plastic Applicator out killing grass. Sprayed on tree stumps, 
22. Orange Gold 9 89 spe 49c it prevents resprouting. No residue harm- 
23. Snowbank 5 88 = & ful to humans or animals. 
24. White Challenge 4 81 Ke 8 oz. can, $1 1 qt. can, $2.75 
25. Crinkle Cream 6 80 leak Mh ol 
26. Pandora . 6 78 Buy these od at your garden supply store, or write to 
0 ig ec a . 3 AMERICAN CHEMICAL PAINT CO. +» AMBLER, PA. 
28. Purple Supreme . 6 72 i : 
29. Helen of Troy........ 4 70 [= Your GARDEN NEEDS SAA LATTER Ss 
30. Ethel Cave Cole 4 69 ; 
ig ag soca ella oo Something Really DIFFERENT || | AMAZINGLY NEW FRINGED 
So. Detey Mae ........... 4 65 For Exotic Beauty Try AFRICAN VIOLETS 
33. Oriental Pearl 4 63 age home than the dainty AFRICAN VIOLET, We, like 
or 4 amt : * ARIL IRIS || fie 
35. Red Cherry 3 60 color, leat design and petal formation. After eunuidaratle 
36. Lancaster 6 60 The World-famous SUSIANA and other the. “finest. AFRICAN VIOLET yet grown, “Fischer's 
37, New Era ............ 4 59 ONCOS; also startling ONCOGELIAS scceiieeh da ‘the Philadelphia Flower Show, this dis- 
38. Greta Garbo Tre 3 58 and REGELIAS and rare Iris from round tinctive addition to the ever popular African Violet, gives 
39. General MacArthur or 5 56 the world. Suis waeden at ue deke an a a ee 
40: Red Pingn .......5... 3 52 . ALSG MANY OTHER TYPES “FISCHER'S FRINGETTE” is a strain of Violets whose 
41, Chamouny ........... 4 51 Latest releases of the hybridizers fringed edge, set off Rye ncharace 
ec. Rane Leat..........6 3 51 ——S———— Hagio vielet eresmed with our penuler Doubts Hg a. 
43. Gratitude 4 50 GORGEOUS NEW gym 4 ‘many af the pba Fy fy 
5 ww ; CREATIONS among which is its longer lasting quality. A 
44. Buckeye Bronze 5 49 to make YOUR garden an “FRINGETTE” comes in Light Blue and Dark Blue at 
45. Marguerite ve 49 IRIS RAINBOW Mauvette Lavender and Pure White ut'sa-0. ‘Gr $066 
46. Phantom Beauty s 4 49 all ais wal an = a < six. All Ceear = out of 2%" 
are ood healthy plants. 
47. White Goddess 2 48 an s Most —- Informative Iris Ready for shipment in September. We ship to all parts 
e country rst ri orders 5.00, 
= ae ng ee ee ; a jinn is yours tor a mere 10¢ Mailing otherwise add 10¢'per plant. NO C.0.D: ‘one ie ancuet 
50, Blessed Damosel .___. 4 44 RAINBOW Hybridizi 
eee ridizing Gardens a Oe } 
Dept. F7 , xp CALIF Jtschers \yreennouses 
950 Flower Grower @ July, 1950 23 < ; Dep't FG LINWOOD, N. J. 























BRECK’‘S JULY 








$7.60 Value 


$44.95 


Stately beauties alive 
with glowing color. 
Easy to grow. All 
plants in this All 
Star Collection were 
awarded American 
Iris Society Gold 
Medals! 


6 PRIZE WINNERS! 


BLUE SHIMMER. Tall graceful white 
with a wide margin of blue stippling. 
No other Tris like it. 

ELMOHER. Gigantic mulberry purple, 
ruffled and fluted. One of the largest 
Iris 

OLA KALA, The brightest yellow. 
medal winner for 1948. 

RANGER. Outstanding red with perfect 
form 

SABLE. ‘King of the Blacks.” <A spec- 
tacular bloom! 

JAKE. One of the loveliest whites at any 
price 

REGULARLY $7.60—NOW $4.95 
You save $2.65 
Order by Mail—Postpaid 
Shipped at proper planting time. 
Planting instructions included. 














Dyke’s 


SEEDSMEN SINCE 1818 


BRECK’S 





657 Breck Blidg., 
Boston 10, Mass. 








POTTED 


STRAWBERRY 
iN 





PLANT NOW FOR 
DELICIOUS BERRIES NEXT YEAR 


Enjoy juicy, ripe, full flavored strawberries 


right from your own garden. Easily grown, 
these strong plants bear an abundant crop 
next spring. 


MIDSEASON and LATE 


Big Joe. Very productive; extremely large 
berries, and one of the best-flavored sorts. In 
size, firmness, yield, color, and quality, it 
leads. Mid-season. 


Catskill. Midseason. Fruit extremely large. 
Chesapeake. Extra large. Late. 
Fairpeake. Later than Chesapeake. Vigorous 


grower, heavy bearer; average-size berries. 
Red Star. Large, solid berry, red clear through. 
Very late. 

Temple. Very productive; berries medium to 
large. Medium red. 


Potted Plants, $1.75 per doz., 
$3.35 for 25, $12.50 per 100 


Stmmé Walter 


132-138 Church St., Dept. F, N. Y. 8 
Suburban Stores: Englewood, N. J. 
White Plains, N. Y. Newark, 5 
Stamford, Conn. Hempstead, i 4 
Millburn, N. J. Farmingdale, ts £. 

















The author won an award for her arrangement using 
ricinus leaves and spiny red fruit like that above. 


Cinderella Plant 


Castor bean, stepchild of the plant world, is 


as surprising as the heroine of the fairy tale 


By DOROTHY KIDD SAMPSON 


McFarland photos 


OU wouldn’t expect such tropical- 

looking foliage from an inexpensive 

seed packet labeled “castor bean.” 
But for quick foundation plantings to 
banish the bare look of new plots, this 
budget-wise plant can’t be beat. It’s’ as 
quick-growing as Jack’s beanstalk and 
transforms an empty garden corner with 
magic akin to that of Cinderella’s fairy 
godmother. Use it until you can plant 
shrubs. 

The castor bean serves best when 
planted as a screen to shut out undesir- 
able views or to act as a background for 
a flower border. While it will grow in 
shade, provided it has good drainage, the 
plant is essentially one for the sunny 
parts of the garden. 

Most of us know the ricinus best by its 
common names of castor bean plant or 
mole plant. It is the source of castor oil 
and is thought to be useful in ridding 
gardens of moles. 


24 


There are many varieties, distinguished 
chiefly by the size and color of the large, 
palmate leaves. The most common variety 
has green foliage, but there are some with 
bronzy foliage. There are others with 
maroon or dark red leaves and one with 
spotted leaves. The plants grow from 3 to 


“12 feet tall. I have seen many in Florida 


and other parts of the South that re- 
sembled small trees. 

The seed may be sown outdoors in May 
or indoors in early spring and _ trans- 
planted in May to the open border. Give 
the plants ample room to develop—at 
least 3 or 4 feet each way. The fruit of 
the castor bean is a capsule containing 
three large seeds. These are considered 
poisonous and children should be cau- 
tioned not to put them in their mouths, 
not that this is likely if they realize 
they are tasting anything connected with 
castor oil, 

I think I got the most pleasure out of 
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my ricinus toward the end of last summer 
and up until the first frost. Two or three 
of the huge maroon and green leaves, 
waxed and placed flat in a low copper 
bowl, with a spray or two of the red, 
spiny-looking fruit, made an arrangement 
handsome enough to capture a blue rib- 
bon at my garden club show. 


Goodbye Moles 


It was mainly our desire to rid our gar- 
den of its mole inhabitant that made us 
aware of the usefulness of the ricinus. 
Last spring a friend gave us some castor 
bean seeds to plant along the outside 
border of our yard, which is almost de- 
void of trees. The purpose of the castor 
bean plants was to give a little protection 
for our low-growing flowers, as well as to 
catch our mole unaware. The seeds were 
planted in May, and in no time at all we 
had young, healthy plants which grew 
with unbelievable speed. 

They lived up to our expectations as 
a protecting foliage screen and kept my 
verbena and heliotrope from the direct 
rays of the sun all summer long. As for 
the mole, I do not know whether or not 
the mole plants were wholly responsible 
for getting rid of him. It is true we did 
not see him the rest of the summer, but 
then we had set traps for him when we 
first noticed his zigzag route across our 
Jawn and under our prized chrysanthe- 
mums, long before we planted the castor 
bean seeds. 


What's in a Name? 


Don’t let the “stepchild” names keep 
you from enjoying ricinus. Just consider 
how easy and quick it is to grow, its 
simple requirements of sun and drainage 
and the luxuriant tropical foliage; then 
give this Cinderella plant a chance. After 
all, what’s in a name? 








For a fast-growing screen, give this 
tropical-looking castor bean a chance, 
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Wayside Bulls 
for LOVELIER GARDENS 
New Hardy VALIES 


Mid-Century Hybrids are the foolproof, hardy 
lilies everyone has been waiting for. They will 
grow, multiply and flourish in any garden. Sturdy 
plants bear huge, exquisitely colored flowers 
whose luminous radiance seems to glow from 
within. Our catalog lists 12 superb, distinct, 
easily grown varieties. Outstanding is Enchant- 
ment, first American lily ever to win the coveted 
British Lily Society Award. 


Special Introductory Offer 


From the many dazzling colors, a glorious mix- 
ture of splendid new hybrids has been selected 
for this special offer. Mid-Century Mixture, 
3 for $3.50; 12 for $13.75; 25 for $26.25. 


THE WORLD’S LARGEST SELECTION OF FINE TULIPS 





Enchantment 





; 'y ? 
Willia we Tell 


NEW IDEAL 
DARWIN 
TULIPS TULIP 





No other firm in 
America imports 
as many fine, top- 
quality, new tu- 
lips. Wayside Gar- 
dens is years ahead of every- 
one else in the range of 
choice new varieties offered. Before 
ordering your bulbs, be sure to send 
for our Fall Catalog. Wayside beau- 
ties make other tulips hang their 
heads in shame. 


Delightfal New DAFFODILS 


Amazing things are happening in the daffodil 
world. New improved strains like the In- 
comparable Duke of Windsor and Green 
Emerald have been developed that surpass 
in beauty and stamina, any of the existing 
varieties. Enormous flowers of breathtaking 
loveliness grow, multiply and bloom gaily, 
unafraid of sun, wind or rain. 


Pink Daffodils. Enchanting pink and apricot 
tinted flowers that rival orchids in their 
jewel-like perfection. 12 stunning new varie- 
ties with Siam destined to become a top 
favorite. See Fall Catalog, pgs. 30 to 41 for 
many other exciting new daffodils. 


71 MENTOR AVE. 






SEND FOR THE WORLD’S FINEST 
HORTICULTURAL BOOK-CATALOG 


140 Pages of glorious true color illustrations and 
complete descriptions of the world’s finest garden 
subjects. Gardeners everywhere have come to rely on this valuable refer- 
ence book as their source of ideas and the most worthwhile new plants. 
Explicit cultural directions for each item. To get your copy, please enclose 
with your request 50¢, coin or stamps, to cover postage and handling costs. 





William Tell. Finest 
of the rose pinks. A 
sparkling raspberry 
rose outside, rich 
rose-pink inside with 
white center and black 
anthers. 


If you are undecided about the 
color or types to order, we heartily 
recommend our “Special Collec- 
tion”, a “cream-of-the-crop” selec- 
tion at tempting prices. 





Duke of ? Wlindsox 






















MENTOR, OHIO 
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August Pioneer 


Hankow 


Buckeye 


Cabellaro 














Chengtu 


Photos: Farr Nurseries, McFarland 


Gottscho-Schleisner 
Taking the spotlight in this partly shaded border in the lovely 
garden of Harold G. Seyler, Weiser Park, Pennsylvania are day- 
lilies Patricia, pale yellow Serenade and the tall red Dominion. 


Here’s one of our most adaptable perennials. 


Pink, red, cream, purple and bicolor varieties 


are now readily available 


By E. J. KRAUS 


Oregon State College 


ARLY daylilies stub their toes on the heels of lagging daffodils and 

late ones stay around to rub elbows with fall asters and early mums. 

In between they hobnob with peonies, iris, Oriental poppies and sum- 
mer phlox. What other perennial varieties bloom over so long a period? 

In addition they're quite free from insect pests and diseases and feel at 
home in almost any part of the garden, even with little care. What’s more, 
they now come in so many shades of pink, red, cream, purple and bicolors 
that the most color-conscious gardener has no reason for complaint. 
Although they'll grow well under neglect theyll respond readily to good 
care. But even this is simple. 

The first essential for a striking display all season is the selection of a 
good site. Daylilies bloom more profusely in direct sun most of the day. 
They should at least have sun up to midday; after that, part shade may be 
advantageous for those varieties which tend to wilt or fade during the heat 
of the day. Such wilting and fading is more likely with the light yellow 
varieties whose flowers have opened the previous night and with certain 
of the reds, pinks, lavenders and purples. (Continued on page 52) 


Try daylilies for... 
bloom all season problem spots 


easy gardening 








A boon to garden crops— 


Aluminum Foi 


It does a better job of weed and moisture control, acts as an 


Lettuce, celery and snap beans planted in August are ready by cider 
time. County agent Guy Davis inspects the crop mulched with this foil. 





1 Mulch 


insulating material and helps keep down insects and diseases 


By Dr. V. A. TIEDJENS 


Director, Virginia Truck Experiment Station 


Norfolk, Virginia 
OW would you like to harvest a 
crop of vegetables without weeding, 
watering, spraying or dusting? Or 
grow off-season such as head 
lettuce in August or carrots ready to 
harvest by Christmas? The modern 
miracle-mulch which has made this a 
reality in tidewater Virginia is aluminum 


foil. 


crops 
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Aluminum foil is aluminum rolled 
very thin, .005 inch to .00035 inch in 
thickness. It comes in a variety of 
widths, from a very narrow width to as 
much as 3 feet, and can be fitted to any 
size row. The most suitable foil for 
garden mulch is from .001 inch to .0015 
inch gauge. 

Research carried on at the Virginia 
Truck Experiment Station during the 
past two years shows that aluminum 
foil has many advantages, although its 


cost now limits it to crops of high value 
per acre or to the average garden, where 
costs are less important than the job of 
weeding. 

Aluminum foil, like other mulching 
materials, controls the growth of weeds, 
but does a better job because it is not 
porous. It completely shields the soil it 
covers. 

This foil is an ideal insulating material. 
Because it reflects the sunlight, it has a 
cooling effect on the soil. A temperature 
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Here’s a planting of celery 
in Arizona. Since the foil 
protects soil from beating 
sun or rain, the surface 
underneath it never bakes. 
Beads of moisture collect 
under the foil even on the 
hottest days. It serves as 
insulating blanket and seal. 


record of soil under aluminum foil 
shows that on bright, sunny days the 
covered soil may be as much as 20 
degrees cooler than soil exposed to the 
sun’s rays. This is good for potatoes 
and root crops; lower temperatures 
cause starches to accumulate. 

On cold nights when temperatures 
approach freezing the soil under the foil 
will remain as much as 8 degrees warmer 
than the exposed soil. Here the foil 
acts as a blanket which prevents the 
heat from escaping. This has a beneficial 
effect on plant growth by keeping the 
surface soil sufficiently warm so that the 
roots remain active longer. The even- 
ness of soil temperature tends to promote 
more uniform growth, which is reflected 
not only in higher yields but in much 
improved quality. 


Moisture-Retainer 


The moisture content in soil under 
aluminum foil is always at least 8 per cent 
higher than in exposed soil. This is 
because the aluminum foil is usually 
cool. Water vapor coming to the surface 
of the soil is condensed on the foil and 
drips back into the soil. Thus the surface 
feeding roots benefit. Even during the 


UNMULCHED endive planting. The Virginia Experiment Sta- 
tion made a check planting of each garden crop which it tested. 


hottest days, if aluminum foil is lifted, 
beads of moisture will be found on the 
under side. 

The soil is completely covered with 
the foil except where the plants come 
through. a 2-inch open strip along each 
row. Any rain water that hits the 
aluminum must run down this small 
crack or run off, as it cannot soak 
through the aluminum. Because the foil 
protects the soil from beating rain, the 
surface never bakes under the foil. 
After two years the soil under the 
aluminum foil tested at the Experiment 
Station was as mellow as when the foil 
was put down. 


Disease and Insect Centrol 


Aluminum foil also has a controlling 
effect on disease and insect damage. 
Mildew and other plant diseases require 
a moist environment in which to develop. 
Plants mulched with aluminum foil do 
not show mildew as readily. This may 
be because moisture from the soil does 
not come in contact with the foliage. The 
foil acts as a perfect seal, preventing 
the water vapor from moistening the 
air around the foliage. 

The use of aluminum foil prevented 


MULCHED with aluminum foil, this endive and lettuce 
showed a great crop increase. No weeding was needed, 


This chart contrasts soil temperatures: 
Ordinary soil heats under a June sun; 
foil-mulched soil remains much cooler. 


damage to beans from Mexican bean 
beetles and damage to cantaloupes and 
cucumbers from pickle worms. Our foil- 
mulched beans were unharmed, while 
the bean leaves were completely eaten 
on the unmulched plots. The same thing 
was true in the case of the pickle worms. 
(Continued on page 70) 
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Vetterle & Reinelt 
The Summer Skies Pacific hybrids—a 
light, heavenly blue with fleecy cen- 


from 


Among the choicer delphiniums are the 
hollyhock-flowered 
produced by Watkin Samuel of Wales. 





BY CARL GRANT WILSON 


President, American Delphinium Society 


ON’T let anyone tell you that del- 

phiniums are hard to grow. After 

having grown some 15,000 delphin- 
iums over the past seven years, | believe 
that if you can grow iris or daylilies, or 
even radishes, you will have just as 
much success with delphiniums. 

The familiar blue of delphinium is 
now only one of the cameo colors for 
these stately flowers. Red or pink del- 
phiniums, or for a really vivid splash, 
orange blossoms, will give you a brand 
new exhibit in your garden. Your neigh- 
bors will surely stop and ask, “Are 
those really delphiniums?” 


Seed or Seedlings? 


If you want the judges to award a blue 
ribbon to your delphinium entry at your 
local flower show, the best place to start 
is with good delphinium seed. Get the 
best hand-pollinated seed. It doesn’t 
take one iota more work to grow the 


seed. 





varieties 


Delphiniums Arent 
Difficult 


If you can grow radishes you can grow 




























these spectacular plants from seed. Try them in the 


new pink, red and orange shades 


best quality seed than it does to grow 
poor quality seed, but just 
the results! 

If you want immediate bloom the first 
year, then buy year-old plants that have 
been grown from top-quality seed. If you 
are willing to wait for a modest bloom 
the first fall and have your spectacular 
bloom the second year, then buy the 
seed. It is less expensive, and in my 
estimation, a lot more fun, 


compare 


Storing the Seed 


When you receive the seed, put it im- 
mediately in a sealed container such as 
a mason jar. Screw the lid on tight and 
store the jar in the refrigerator until 
you are ready to plant the seed. Delphin- 
ium seed stored in this way will remain 
in good condition for several years and 
has proved to retain its germinating 
power for up to five years. The same 
seed stored loose at temperature 
loses its growing power in a matter of 
months. One gardener I know stored his 
seed in the deep-freeze section of his 


room 


(Continued on page 66) 
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Jackson & Perkins 


The intensely colored, deep blue delphinium variety Delightful is especially effec- 
tive as a background for lower growing flowers of almost any color. 
9 feet tall and is here seen planted with the salmon pink floribunda rose Pinocchio. 


It grows about 
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Pansies combine well with other plants and have countless uses in every garden. Sow 


good seed this summer and you'll have vigorous, well-flowered plants by next spring. 


Pansies to Please 


You'll have hundreds of elfin faces in your garden to 


ereet the spring, if you start pansies from seed this month 


By JEANNETTE LOWE 


S you relax in your garden with a 
frosty drink, these hot July days, 
your imagination inay be at work 

planning for beauty months ahead. How 
will your borders look next spring? What 
to plant? Where? 

What would make a lovelier spring 
picture than blue and white pansies at 
the feet of golden daffodils or a pansy 
border for rosy azaleas? The blue of 
Virginia bluebells in the rock garden 
looks even bluer when contrasted with 
a drift of white pansies as a ground- 
cover. Tall tulips look less leggy with 
velvety pansies blooming lavishly below 
them. Generous patches of pansies 
planted near the roots of a hedge or 
shrub border add bold accents of color. 

Perhaps at Eastertime you bought a 
basket or two of pansy plants to set into 
your garden. This year, for the same 
price, why not start thousands of these 
smiling flowers to carpet your beds and 


add touches of color to your reck garden 
and shrub border next spring? 

Since pansies are biennials which 
thrive during the cool fall and spring 
seasons, July and August are the months 
to start plants from seed in most parts 
of the country. In the Deep South sowing 
should be postponed until September or 
October. 


Selecting Seed 


First, buy the best seed obtainable. 
Cheap seed is false economy, as it rarely 
produces the largest flowers or the most 
tempting and unusual shades. You will 
find a wide assortment of colors, shading 
and petal formation by looking through 
seed catalogues of reliable companies or 
contacting pansy specialists. 

Next, choose the coolest, yet sunny, 
spot in your yard for your pansy bed 
or flat. A coldframe is ideal. Tempera- 
tures ranging from 50° at night to 75° 





Burpee 
For good form as well as color in pan- 
sies, buy only the highest grade seed. 


OU 


at the hottest part of the day are best 
for rapid germination and growth. Since 
pansies are heavy feeders from the start, 
give them a rich soil—a good loam to 
which generous amounts of well-rotted 
manure, peatmoss and compost have been 
added. Work in equal parts of bonemeal 
and a complete commercial fertilizer at 
the rate of 3 pounds per 100 square feet. 


Soil Preparation 


Pulverize the soil to a depth of several 
inches, level, water well with a fine spray 
and then let stand for several days. This 
waiting period gives weed seeds a chance 
to sprout; you can kill the “weedlings” 
by raking the bed and exposing them 
to the burning rays of the sun for a few 
hours. Then relevel the surface of the 
bed. Dust the pansy seed with a fungi- 
cidal disinfectant such as Arasan, to 
help prevent “damping off” and other 
soil-borne infections. 

Broadcast the seeds or sow them in 
drills about 6 inches apart. Cover them 
lightly with sifted soil, sand, sphagnum 
moss or vermiculite. Sprinkle with a 
fine spray. Keep the soil evenly moist, 
but not soaked, until the seeds have 
germinated (about 8 to 14 days) and 
the plants are growing well. The proper 


(Continued on page 59) 
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an old wall or fence... 


If you have a porch or trellis, 





In the autumn this species of clematis, 
paniculata, blooms white and fragrant. 








Here is a closeup. of the largest 
type, C. langinosa candida. You can 
choose clematis for size or season. 


Drape It with Clematis 


By FRANCIS C. COULTER, (Coun.) 


NE of the greatest gardeners, William 
Robinson, wrote that among hardy 
climbers, there is no other group of 

plants that equals the clematis in variety 
and beauty. High praise, but entirely 
justified, though the genus is by no means 
confined to climbers. They. vary in habit 
from herbaceous plants little more than 
a foot high to woody climbers 50 ft. or 
more in length. And the variation is not 
confined to dimensions of length, for the 
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leaves and flowers range in color from 
white through yellow, pink, red and blue 
to deep purple. Some are small and hang 
in airy panicles; others are large and 
single; but all are of fascinating beauty. 

Clematis is found wild in every part 
of the United States except the coldest. 
The most familiar one growing in the 
East is virgins’ bower or woodbine, C. 
VIRGINIANA. This climbs over shrubs and 
trees at edges of woodland and along 
fences. A similar variety in the West is 
C. LIGUSTICIFOLIA, 


Clematis was familiar both to the an- 
cients of the Old World and the Indians 
of the new. And it was not without its 
uses. Like all members of the buttercup 
family, clematis contains an acrid princi- 
ple. In Europe the leaves were often ap- 
plied to aching rheumatic joints and beg- 
gars rubbed their sores with them so the 
inflammation would excite the generosity 
of the charitable. Some of the American 
Indians chewed on clematis leaves or 
twigs to relieve sore throat. The Hopi 
Indians, observing the hairness of the 
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seeds, made a decoction of them for use 
as a scalp tonic. 

Though the wild native species are so 
widespread, the cultivated clematis has 
never been sufficiently appreciated in the 
gardens of this country. Fortunately this 
condition is now changing and clematis 
here may be on its way to the popularity 
it has in England. The native English 
clematis. C. viTALBA, flourishes now as it 
did in the 16th century, when John 
Gerard wrote its “decking waies and 
hedges, where people travell, and there- 
upon [ have named it Traveller’s Joye.” 
The “long, woody and viney branches,” 
extend themselves verie farre, and into 
infinite numbers, decking with clasping 
tendrels and white starlike flowers (being 
verie sweete) all the bushes, hedges and 
shrubbes that are neere unto it. His 
next species, he named ladies’ bower or 
virgins’ bower which I take from his 
aptness in making of Arbors, Bowers and 


Anderson Henry of Edinburgh developed 
this variety, Henry, a creamy white. 
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shadie covertures in Gardens.” 

There are many uses today for a flow- 
ering climber: on a porch or trellis, as 
a screen, as a rambler over an old wall 
or a fence. Its light stems will not break 
down the support on which they climb. 
Its handsome and abundant flowers are 
without petals, the white or colored se- 
pals usually enhanced by a different tint 
in the many little stamens, cater plenti- 
fully to pollen-eating insects, on whose 
activities its fertilization depends. The 
indications are that the clematis is evolv- 
ing, with infinite slowness, toward wind- 
borne pollination. 

Compared with the wealth of beauty 
it brings in return, the demands of clem- 
atis on the gardener are light. An 
ideal garden situation would provide 
shade at its base and room for the vine 
to climb into the sunlight. as it would 
do in its natural habitat. This is espe- 
cially true of the large-flowered hybrids; 


Clematis needs a firm support. Here C. montana climbs over a stone wall but 
chicken wire or a sturdy fence, trellis or arbor, would serve just as well. 





McFarland photos 


the species, particularly the native, will 
make the most of their chances wherever 
they are. The site should be well-drained. 
The vines need a rigid support; they 
are so light and brittle that they could 
be broken by a strong wind if grown on 
a loose twine lattice, but anything from 
chicken wire to a low wall will suffice. 
Clematis may be grown from seed or 
from cuttings. beginning preferably in 
the fall. The species germinate quickly, 
the hybrids slowly and do not come uni- 
formly true. It is better and safer to buy 
plants from a reliable nursery. A hole 
about 2 feet in diameter and nearly as 
deep should be dug for each plant, then 
filled with soil lightened with sand if 
the soil is heavy and enriched with 
humus such as good compost. These 
large plants require plenty of nutrients 
for their vigorous growth, Nearly all of 
them thrive better with lime, so a spade- 


(Continued on page 58) 
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This is the best of seasons to build your own greenhouse or 
assemble a prefabricated one from ready-made sash sections. 





Courtesty Lord & Burnham 


A three-bench greenhouse will provide about a third more grow- 
ing space than a two-bench greenhouse and costs little more. 


Plan for Your Greenhouse 


Here’s what to plant if you have one; 


what to consider if you’re going to build 


UMMER is the time to make your 

greenhouse dream true! If 

you already have a greenhouse, start 
your planting program at once, for it’s 
the summer preparation that gives those 
colorful, scented which leave 
you breathless every time you open the 
sreenhouse door. 

If you are planning to build a green- 
house for use this winter it’s high time 
to lay your plans, too. But while you are 
thinking about assembly, heating, ther- 
mostatic controls, ventilation, etc., also 
follow a planting program or you won't 
have anything to put into the greenhouse 
once it’s up. Ill tell you more about 
building one, later. 

The first thing you can do is put in 
seeds or cuttings in a flat or coldframe. 


come 


blossoms 
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By ERNEST CHABOT 


Author of “‘Greenhouse Gardening for Everyone” 


You don’t have to have a completely 
built greenhouse up and operating to 
get these underway —gay snapdragons, 
cyclamen, primroses, marigolds, fragrant 
stock, lilies, sweet peas, begonias—what- 
ever your favorites may be. 


Annuals 


Blue laceflower seeds started in July or 
August will give you lovely blue flow- 
ers from February to April. 

Calendula seed may be sown anytime 
from July through the middle of Oc- 
tober, but for flowers by November and 
December, sow seeds now. They’re easy 
to grow and produce an abundance of 
blooms for cutting in a range of colors 
from a pale yellow to a rich orange. 

Marigolds for winter flowering may 


be grown from seed started in August. 
The rich yellow and mahogany-colored 
flowers are welcome in November and 
continue until January. 

Snapdragons are excellent for a small 
greenhouse. “The blooms grow much 
larger and fuller than those grown out- 
doors. Seed sown in August should 
flower in December and January. A 
November sowing would produce plants 
in March. 

Columnar stock does best under glass. 
By sowing seeds at intervals from August 
to February, you can have a succession 
of blooms from January to spring. 

Sweet peas take up a lot of room but 
by pulling the vines down along their 
strings as they grow and doubling up 
the lower ones, you can manage to keep 








ored 
and 


mall 


igust 


ssion 


1 but 
their 
ry up 


Flower Grower's managing editor, Ruth Peters, had this peak Sweet peas, growing 
of bloom in her 5- by 8-foot lean-to greenhouse on March 26. 


them fairly neat. The lovely, fragrant 
blooms make it worth the trouble. A 
sowing in August will produce flowers 
late in November, but you can sow sweet 
peas successfully any month from now 
until November. 


Other Flowering Plants 


Boston yellow daisies are good for cut- 
ting. Grow them directly in the bench 
or in pots: They grow taller and produce 


Many lean-to greenhouses have slanted sides designed so the 
angle of the glass permits full benefit from the sun’s rays. 


blooms with longer stems when benched. 
Cuttings of this daisy can be taken any- 
time from now until September. 
Forget-me-not makes a lovely winter 
plant with many dainty flowers. Sow 


seeds in August for flowers in January 
end until spring. Choose winter kinds. 
Hoya, or wax plant, is an evergreen 
climber with showy, fragrant flowers in 
loose clusters on trailing stems. 
If you like orchids, grow them. Don’t 


Lord & Burnham 


Poe 
a a A 
Roche photos 
against the glass of this greenhouse, 


are kept neat by pulling them down the strings as they grow. 


let the old notion that they are difficult 
or costly stop you. They're far from 
difficult and not too costly unless you 
want to go in for the rare ones. Orchid 
collections which will give you free- 
blooming plants that require little atten- 
tion may be obtained for from $50 to 
$100. 

Pansies provide plenty of blooms for 
cutting and are easy to handle. Don’t 


(Continued on page 64) 


Roche 


This greenhouse bench holds a new batch of potted begonia 
seedlings, also older 


plants of heliotrope and echeveria. 
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Climbing and rambler roses are pruned after flowering. Here 
Paul’s Scarlet Climber is untied and removed from its support. 
The canes are separated before pruning so that it is easier to 





Pruning tools should be sharp and cuts 


without ragged edges for quick healing. 


IDSUMMER is the pinnacle of plant 

development. This means that 

growth processes are entering an- 
other phase. Definite changes, many of 
which we can influence culturally. are 
taking place within the plant. Buds on 
fruit trees and vines are changing over 
from the vegetative to the flower or fruit 
stage for next year. This phenomenon is 
called bud differentiation. 

One of the practices which may in- 
fluence this change is summer pruning. 
In espaliered fruits the long shoots that 
result from spring pruning are cut back 
to three leaves early this month. This 
dams up the sap and forces it back. 
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cut out only one or two older canes to ground. The side shoots 
of main canes are cut back to two or three leaves. On ramblers, 
remove at base all canes which produced flowers during spring. 


uly Pointers 


Tips for Northern Gardeners 


By P. J. MeKENNA, (N. Y.) 


McFarland photos 


New buds begin growth, but the eventual 
result of the pruning is to influence the 
formation of fruit buds. 

This also applies to the overvigorous 
fruit trees that have borne 
no fruit or very little. Reduce these con- 
siderably, or in some cases cut right 
back to a main branch. Cn wisteria 
vines, cut the long summer shoots back 
to three leaves, counting from the base 
of the shoot. New shoots will result. 
These can later be cut back to two leaves. 
Suckers from lilac, quince and other 
uch shrubs will sprout again less vigor- 
ously if pruned now than if pruned in 
the spring. 


shoots on 


. Prune the climbing and rambler roses. 
From the.ramblers remove the canes 
that have borne flowers by cutting them 
out at the base. But with heavy-caned 
climbers, some of which send but a few 
new canes from the base, cut only one or 
two of the older canes to the ground. 
On the remainder cut the side shoots 
which grow on the main canes, many of 
which have borne flowers, back to two or 
three leaves. 

Iris and Oriental poppics which are 
divided before they begin bud formation 
will flower next year. If iris is disturbed 
in the middle of its bud-making process, 
it will not bloom until the following year. 
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If you intend to get another crop from 
your strawberry bed, the renovation work 
must be done now. Thin out all weak or 
crowded plants. Retain the strong run- 
ners formed in the spring or those which 
formed last fall but did not bear fruit. 
The new buds for next year’s fruit are 
beginning to form at the base of the 
plants. Allow ample spacing of plants. 
Apply a top dressing of compost plus 
a 5-10-5 fertilizer at the rate of 3 lbs. per 
100 square feet, then water it in thor- 
oughly. Runners formed after July are 
best removed. 


Vegetables 


Keep up sowings of beans, radishes 
and lettuce. Rutabagas are sown this 
month, as are main crops of carrots and 
beets for winter storage. Set out small 
plants of cabbage, cauliflower, broccoli 
and kale. Directions for sowing these 
were given in the June Pointers. It’s too 
late to sow seeds of these now. 

Also set out plants of winter celery 
in trenches to be hilled up later. <A 
trench 1 foot deep and 2 feet wide is 
required, Into the bottom dig some 
manure and fertilizer. Then set the plants 
in two rows along each side of the trench 
about 8-10 inches apart. Celery needs 
plenty of water during its growing period, 
or else it will stunt and run to seed. 


Perennials 


There is still time to sow seeds of 
perennials, as suggested in last month’s 
Pointers. If sown last month, many will 
now need pricking off. Care must be 
exercised if the seedlings are to be 
planted in the open. Water the site the 
day before and do the pricking off from 
the seed flats in the evening. Some pro- 
tective shade will be needed until the 
seedlings are established. A shaded 
coldframe is of course ideal. 


Annuals 


Depending on your region, calendula, 
zinnia and cosmos sown at the begin- 
ning of July will yield excellent blooms 
from September until November. For 
Christmas flowering indoors sow be- 
gonias. Other seeds to sow this month 
if you have a greenhouse are schizanthus, 
of which the pansy-flowering type is the 
most attractive; columnar stock, calceol- 
aria hybrids, lilies, winter-flowering mari- 
golds, browallia for a hanging pot and 
torenia. All will flower beginning about 
January. The shaded coldframe is the 
best place for germination of these seeds. 


Coldframes 

If you do not possess a coldframe, 
build one now. There is no more valu- 
able piece of equipment in the garden. 
There are a number of models of the 
standard 3’ x 6’ frame. You can buy 








1 Plug drainage hole of a 214" pot 
and place in center of 8” bulb 
pan to serve as reservoir, then fill 
outer part of pan with sterile sand. 





Water sand till well soaked and 
insert cuttings, first making a 


hole with pencil or stick, then firm- 
ing sand around the stem of cutting. 





How to Make Geranium Cuttings 





© Make cuttings 4” long, cut just 
== 


below leaf joint, and remove only 
lower leaves; dip ends in hormone 


powder for quick, vigorous rooting. 





McFarland photos 
4A Keep reservoir .pot filled with 

water, which seeps through clay 
into sand, and place in shade. Root- 
ing takes 4 weeks; then pot in soil. 








the sash all ready for use. The back of 
the wooden frame is 18” to 24” high, slop- 
ing to 12” at the front. Face the frame 
south with the high side toward the 
north. If the north side is protected by 
a building or hedge so much the better for 
early spring operations, when the celd- 
frame is generally used. But there is no 
reason why you cannot use a coldframe 
twelve months of the year. 

Right now you can use it for propa- 
gation purposes. In addition to sowing 
perennials, you can sow seeds of hardy 
primroses, also seeds of Lilium for- 
mosanum. This lily should flower in 
the fall of 1951. Cuttings of geraniums 
and impatiens for winter flowering, many 


flowering shrubs and house plants such 
as begonias root easily in a coldframe 
when set in a base of sand. So will many 
rock garden plants like the sedums. 
Moisture and shade will encourage root- 
ing. 


Weeds 


The age-old fight is on now in earnest 
with science on the battle lines against 
weeds. Eradication by hoe is still the 
best method for vegetables and flowers. 
For open areas and especially lawns, the 
use of one of the forms of 2,4-D is 
recommended. It is most effective when 
the temperature is high and the weeds 


(Continued on page 57) 
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To be effective, an iris clump should be fairly large. This is 
the recent variety Lady Mohr, off-white and chartreuse yellow. 


True fanciers like 


attention. 
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Clumps 


Perfect quality blooms, like these of bright, creamy Starshine, 
are the product of regular feeding, dividing and pest control. 


Summer Program for Iris 


Of course they'll bloom without care, but here’s how you'll 


get the most from these rainbow flowers in coming seasons 


grow iris by themselves, in order to give them the best possible 
of his finest varieties occupy entire beds in the author’s garden. 


By FRED W. CASSEBEER 


Photographs by the author 


IDSUMMER is the time to set the 
stage for a superb iris performance 
in coming seasons. The work you 

do behind the scenes during July and 
August may make all the difference be- 
tween an excellent iris show in your 
garden or a mediocre display which 
brings forth no more rewarding com- 
ment than “Oh, you-have iris, too!” 

It is in midsummer that newly pur- 
chased iris rhizomes should be planted, 
or older, established clumps lifted, di- 
vided and reset. The best time for this 
is late July and August for then the iris 
rhizomes are fully matured and in a 
comparatively dormant state. Put into 
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the ground now, the plants have an op- 
portunity to make full growth and de- 
velop a root system that will anchor 
them firmly in the ground before winter 
sets in. 

But first, try to select the most suitable 
location, one which has full sunlight and 
good drainage. Iris lend distinction to 
a mixed flower border, but here they 
are not effective unless enough rhizomes 
are planted to form a good-sized group. 
One way to use them is to space the iris 
clumps, or groups of one color, 10 feet 
apart; another is to plant several groups 
together, each of a different variety but 
of such color and form that it harmonizes 
with its companion groups. The low- 
growing varieties should be placed near 
the front of the border and the taller ones 
at the back. 


Ways to Use Iris 


The fancier may prefer a bed devoted 
to bearded iris alone for in this way he 
can give the plants the best possible 
culture without interference from the 
foliage of other perennials. But even 
here iris are better planted in clumps 
than like soldiers in a row. Furthermore, 
there must be adequate spacing—at least 
4 or 5 feet—between the clumps; other- 
wise, by the second year the stalks will 
intermingle and the effect will be con- 
fusing. If you do not want your iris 
bed bereft of flowers until iris blooming 
time, interplant them with small groups 
of daffodils, not more than five or six 
bulbs of one kind. This creates a pleas- 
ing effect in late April before the iris 
foliage has made growth. The daffodil 
foliage will still be pleasantly green when 
the iris bloom. 

Another way to use tall bearded iris 
is in large masses of one variety. This 
gives a striking color effect when viewed 
from a distance. In this case, a back- 
ground of shrubs or evergreens is de- 
sirable. One flowering shrub that blooms 
at the same time as the tall bearded iris 
is the beautybush, Kolkwitzia amabilis. 
This makes a lacy dusty pink back- 
ground. Spirea vanhouttei blooms with 
the early-flowering varieties, affording 
an excellent foil for iris of such strong 
colors as rich purple, bright yellow and 
blue. Weigela rosea makes a pleasant 
backdrop for some of the late-flowering 
tall bearded iris. 

The Japanese or single peonies, most 
of which flower somewhat earlier than 
the double varieties, are desirable com- 
panion plants. The shape of the blos- 
soms and the peony foliage provide both 
harmony and contrast. 


Soil Requirements 


Bearded iris grow well in almost any 
good garden loam, provided it is well- 
drained, neutral or only slightly acid. 

(Continued on page 55) 





e How to Divide and Plant Iris 








Drawings from F. W. Cassebeer photos 


| Iris flower best if lifted and ?> Cut foliage to 8 inches and di- 
divided every 4 or 5 years. Do vide rhizomes to allow two or | 
this in July, lifting entire clump. three leaf-growths to each piece. 














For good clump effect, replant 4 Dig holes so rhizomes will lie 
4 or 5 divisions 6 to 10 inches just below surface, adding fere 
apart with leaf-growths outermost. tilizer to soil below (white dots), 





5 After planting, firm soil with 6 When soil has frozen in fall, 
feet, then water well. Rhizome cover with excelsior to avoid 
is shown | inch below soil surface. “heaving” by winter frost action. 
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When you look at these pictures you can see facts about the 
a. almost thirstless cacti, plants that grow in flowing water or 
i trees that send down roots for sixty feet to tap underground 
sources. Have you a damp corner in your garden? Choose your 
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nt BULBS xy plants to suit. Facts to remember: plants with large and many 

m se leaves use.more water than others. Pot plants need more mois 

ire need , ture than those in the ground. Plants in light soil need more 
need water than those in heavy. When plants grow fastest (see box 
moisture =» on seasons) they use most water. Study this FLowerR GROWER 







chart for all-season watering tips. 
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SOME _ LIKE TO WALLOW_IN_ STILL WATER 
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How to grow 


F you grow camellias now in your 
greenhouse and you'd like more of 
them, here are some pointers to keep 
in mind about propagating them. I have 
been growing camellias in my Oregon 
greenhouse, for ten years and I have 
found the following method a good one 
in propagating Camellia saluenensis, a 
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Cuttings may be made from July until 
Feb. Here the author divides a camel- 
lia branch into one-leaf segments. 


The stem should be cut diagonally so 
each one-leaf cutting has a live eye 
ind about 2) inches of stem below it. 


Insert the camellia cuttings in the 
sand about 1} inches apart, with all 
the leaves facing in the same direction. 


With the temperature kept above 70°, 
the cuttings will establish a healthy 
root structure in about three months. 


Camellias from Cuttings 


By JULIUS OLSEN, (Ore.) 


Roy Wolfe photos 


fragrant Southern apple blossom type 
and C. japonica, a species from which 
most of our popular varieties have been 
propagated. 

You can take camellia cuttings from 
July through February from thé new 
growth which is barely hardened off. 
We have learned that it is best not to 


Using a 2 x 4 about 3 feet wide as a 
guide, slice the sand with a knife or 
trowel to make a 2}- to 3-inch groove. 


When a row is filled, tamp the sand 
tightly by placing the 2 x 4 on out- 


side of row, tapping it with a hammer. 


In late March or early April the pot- 
ted seedlings are transferred from 
greenhouse to coldframe to harden off. 


cut the leaf and have increased our root- 
ing percentage over a third on some 
varieties by leaving the leaf intact. We 
make a 2-inch stem cut on an angle with 
some sharp jnstrument. We have found 
that a cutting which includes one leaf 
with a live eye is more satisfactory than 
cuttings with two or three leaves. We 
can also get more cuttings from a small 
plant by this method. 

First, we layer the propagating bench 
with peatmoss to prevent the sand from 
washing through. To heat the soil, we 
place a lead-covered electric cable on 
the peat in a succession of U’s and in- 
verted U’s about 8 inches apart and 4 
inches from the side of the bench. 

Then the propagating bench is filled 

(Continued on page 68) 
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Food Machinery & Chemical Corp. 





A Cyclo-Junior hand duster is a boon 
to fruit growers, weighs under 10 Ibs. 


Todd Shipyards Corporation 
In many neighborhoods groups of home-owners have signed up for regular fogging ser- 
vice. Here a TIFA power sprayer fogs the exterior of a Greenwich, Connecticut, house. 


Bugs Beware! 


Here’s the latest news on insecticides and fungicides 


By BOB DEUTSCH 


OW that July is here does the beach 
seem more inviting than the garden? 
There are literally millions of in- 

sects ready to chew the leaves and suck 
the juices as soon as you call it quits. So 
put the old standbys—rotenone. sulphur. 
DDT and nicotine sulphate—to work 
and take a good look at some of the 
new weapons now available to the gar- 
dener in the constant war against in- 
sects, fungus. weeds and crabgrass. 

Don’t let the bugs get ahead of you! 
If you do the garden pictures you saw 
in the January seed catalogues will not 
be for you. If you continue with your 
insect control plan and follow the recom- 
mendations made in the April FLower 
GROWER the garden you visualized can 
still be yours. 

The agricultural chemical field kas 
made great strides in the development 
of new insecticides, fungicides and weed 
killers. It is the gardener’s dream that 
some day all seeds will be chemically 
treated to make plants disease-resistant 

(Continued on page 69) 





S. B. Penick & Co. 


Dried stems of Ryania speciosa, a shrub from Trinidad, are pulverized to make Ryania, 
a new insecticide, that has proved effective against the corn and sugar cane borer. 
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You might expect to find these pack- 
ets of shoestrings on a notions coun- 
ter. Theyre seeds of a flower with 


pungent foliage. Can you guess which? 


=o 


Doesn’t this seed remind you of a pile 
of old shaving the bristles 
worn and shabby from countless lather- 
What kind of seed could it be? 


brushes, 


ings? 





Cobwebby wisps of cornsilk or silvery 


fairy tresses would be an apt descrip- 
tion of these ethereal seeds. Are they 


mermaids’ locks? What do you think? 


They look more like stippled, peeled 
Brazil nuts, but don’t let these peb- 
bles fool you. They’re the seeds of a 
stately flower nodding 


with spikes. 





Have you ever seen a scurrying mouse 


with a pointed nose and a long tail 
turned up at the end for springing 


traps? What sort of seed resembles it? 


Do You Know Your Seeds? 


The author is a photographer who has a unique business 


of illustrating seeds. 


How many of these can you name? 


By WILLIAM D. BARKLEY 


Photos by 


HO has not, at one time or another, 
planted the contents of a _ seed 
packet in the earth and hopefully 
awaited the appearance. of a 
But have you ever paused long enough 


shoot ? 


between purchasing and planting to 
consider the seed itself? 


If you were asked to describe seeds 


ad 





the author 


in general, you might say that they were, 
well, minute objects, roundish in shape, 
and either dark or light. But seeds have 
a personality of their own, completely 
unrelated to the appearance of the 
finished product. They vary not ohly in 
color, but in shape and in surface pattern. 
Most of them may look smooth to the 





.naked eye, 


but there are few seeds 
which do not have a rough surface tex- 
ture. They run to tans and browns with 
reddish tones of each, along with 
occasional white seeds, jet blacks, reds 
and yellows. A combination of various 
colors in so minute an object results in 
an over-all brownish cast. 

Did you ever notice the similarity of 
some seeds to other objects? Some grass 
seeds when enlarged under the micro- 
scope would look just as natural on a 
corn stalk as would a real ear of corn. 
There is nothing which so much re- 
sembles a wornout shaving brush as 
the seed of bachelor’s button. Scabiosa 








When a body meets a body in these 
canoe-shaped seeds, it might be in the 
midst of a log jam. Can you guess what 
sort of seeds these could possibly be? 


Can you see in these seeds the dim- 
pled coats of English walnuts, their 
middles snugly belted by Churchill- 
ian siren-suit zippers? What are they? 


seed could easily serve as the original 
badminton shuttlecock. Then there is 
a seed which looks like an English 
walnut with a zipper; that’s the euphor- 
bia seed. Can you picture a mouse with 
a hook on the end of its tail for spring- 
ing traps? That is what geum seed looks 
like when it is enlarged. 

These seed pictures, known as macro- 
photographs, are made with a camera 
which has a long bellows draw, combined 
with a lens of short focal length. Two 


(Continued on page 65) 
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The author has found photographing seeds painstaking but rewarding. He found 
Nature produced seeds in bewildering variety faster than he could photograph them. 
An important factor in taking these macrophotographs is a steady foundation for 
the camera. Even the slightest vibration will result in a fuzzy negative image. 


If small dust specks are not dusted off the seeds with a paintbrush, they will 
make large white spots on the print when the seeds are enlarged under the lens. 
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Oregon Bulb Farms photos 


For extra earliness, the bright little cy- One of the most attractive of the doubles Among the midseason to late daffodils or 
clamineus hybrid February Gold is one of | is Mary Copeland, creamy white and bril-  narcissus, the small-cup varieties like 
the best. It generally flowers in March. liant orange-red, not too heavily petaled. Firetail, white and red, are real “musts.” 
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; Author phote 
The versatile daffodil is the cheeriest of all spring flowers, supervision. By selecting the earliest and latest flowering 
whether planted in small clumps in the home garden or by the varieties, as well as midseason sorts, and with southern and 
thousand as in this vast naturalized area under the author’s northern exposures, you can have daffs for nearly two months. 
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In recent years the large-cup or incomparabilis sec- 
tion has gained wide popularity. This is the variety 
John Evelyn, a white with frilled, lemon yellow cup. 





The trumpet varieties, with their massive and long- 
stemmed flowers. are favorites for the mixed peren- 
This is the all-white Mrs. E. H. Krelage. 





Datiodil 
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Plan your fall bulb list while your 


spring garden is still fresh in mind 
By GEORGE H. GILLIES, (N. Y.) 


HILE the memory of your early spring garden is still 
fresh, why not compile next year’s bulb list for fall 
delivery? 

Narcissus should be at the top of your list, from the 
large-trumpet varieties to the tiny N. bulbocodium for your 
rock garden. If you learn the different varieties and their 
flowering time, you can disprove the oft-heard remark, “Oh 
narcissus have such a short season that it’s no use bother- 
ing with them.” 

We made an extensive naturalistic planting of narcissus 
in 1925. During the intervening years our records reveal 
the first bloom showing color by March 20 and the latest 
bloom picked for decoration as late as May 22. Such a 
two-month flowering period calls for careful selection of 
varieties and planting sites. 

The first narcissus to bloom are on a southern slope and 
the last are within 200 feet of the seashore on a northeastern 
exposure. The earliest of all is the old variety CeRvVANTEs, 
the narcissus most like the wild daffodil of Europe. Its 
small yellow trumpet was covered with snow twice this last 
spring, but it showed no ill effects. The last variety to 
flower is N. POETICUS RECURVUS, with its strong stem, 
delightful fragrance and pure white petals surrounding the 
pheasant eye center. 

A bewildering array of new varieties has been introduced 
through the years, which for size and beauty of coloring 
have largely superseded the older varieties, but a few of 
the older varieties should be retained in any naturalistic 
planting. 

Our naturalistic planting was done largely in grass 
and on the edges of woodland. A few favored spots have 
been given the benefit of any garden fertilizer left over at 
the end of the garden year, with definite results in increased 
vigor and larger flowers the following season. It is _pos- 
sible to find clumps in the planting that carry as many as 
50 blossoms and which would improve in vigor if it were 
possible to lift, divide and replant them. 

For a naturalistic planting it is better to concentrate 
on the short-cup type such as the Barri, Leedsi, Incom- 
parabilis and Poeticus types. The large-trumpet varieties 
are not generally recommended for naturalizing in grass. 
These are definitely at their best in the mixed flower border, 
where they have the advantage of some cultivation. They 
are better planted toward the back of the border, Then 
annuals may be planted to cover the unsightly narcissus 
foliage during its ripening-off (Continued on page 63) 
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ACH month I wonder just what ma- 

terial will be most useful to you in 

your garden club work. Your sug- 
«estions and ideas will help to make this 
column a la carte. 


Garden Club Shows 
At County Fairs 


Did you ever stop to think that almost 
every county has a fair and that many of 
these have flower shows? Unfortunately, 
many are using the same schedules that 
one would think Columbus might have 
brought to America. In those counties 
where garden clubs have taken an active 
interest, schedules and methods of stag- 
ing flower exhibits have been modernized. 
Often there is a class for a garden club 
exhibit, either as a garden or as a large 
table of flower arrangements or specimen 
flowers. Some clubs use the premium 
money to take care of their expenses. 

Look into it this summer, so your gar- 
den club can start a campaign to bring 
next year’s schedule up to date. And may 
I have any good county fair flower show 
schedules to add to my collection? 


Garden Tours 


Does your garden club have a tour 
of its members’ gardens? All in all. it 
is a wonderful stimulus. But to be 
really worthwhile, a tour (or, if you 
dress it up, a pilgrimage) should have 
a guide, someone who can point out 
plants and varieties that are new or 
unusual. 

Why not visit the gardens in neighbor- 
ing towns? The clubs there will usually 
plan the tour for you. Visit nearby 
nurseries, but make arrangements in ad- 
vance, so someone will be on hand to 
show you around. Some of our clubs 
charter buses to take them on garden 
tours and tours of state parks, even to 
flower shows, including the New York 


one, 
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Flower Grower 


Garden Club Forum 


Conducted by VICTOR H. RIES 


Extension Floriculturist, Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio 


Roll Call Topics Help the Cataloguer 


Can you straighten out these varieties? 
Look them up and see what you can find 
out about each. 


Many roll calls are so dull they should 
he abandoned. Why not have each gar- 
den club member give a different answer? 


Don’t call on them in alphabetical order: Virburnum a. Froebel b. Fragrant 
mix the names up. If they miss their ques- Spirea a. Snowball b. Lemoine 
tions, have them bring in exhibits for the Honeysuckle a. Regels b. Garland 
next meeting. And make every member Privet a. Morrow bb. Ibota 


Mockorange a. Virginal b. Highbush 


stand up and speak up. 
. ; Cranberry 
Roll call questions could include these: 


ANSWERS 
A red flower ° 





A tree whose seeds are scattered by 
the wind 

A grass substitute or groundcover 

An insect pest 

A material that 
mulching 

\ plant that blooms in July 

A native tree 

A native flowering plant 

A weed 
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Industrial Beautification Contest Winners Named 


= 
ry 





Bronze plaques were awarded four Cincinnati industries on April 3 for their contribu- 
tions toward community improvement. The 1949 Industrial Beautification Contest was 
sponsored by The Garden Center of Cincinnati, the Cincinnati Enquirer and the Associa- 
tion of Horticulturists in Industry. The first such awards were made in Cleveland, Ohio. 
Left to right, Roger H. Ferber, publisher of the Cincinnati Enquirer; Mrs. Walter C. 
Beckjord, Industrial Beautification Contest chairman; Carl Grant Wilson, president 
of the Association of Horticulturists in Industry; Walter W. Tangeman, Cincinnati 
Milling Machine Co., winner, Large Industrial Division; Arnold Tietig III, Metal 
Specialties Co., winner, Small Industrial Division; Norman G. Hurd, Westinghouse 
Electric Corp., winner, Special Award for New Industrial Development in 1949; 
and T. W. Williams, Coca Cola Bottling Works, winner, Medium Industrial Division. 
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: a at a a a a aa errr? a 
‘800 POUNDS: 
Fertilizer for $1.00 
Two Tons for $5.00 % 

Grows Better Plants ~ 

Even in Sand or Cinders ¥ 


NEW, high concentrate MANNA contains all es- % 
sential plant foods PLUS health-giving a 
hormones and vitamins. 

Each power-packed pellet makes a gallon of % 
fast-acting plant food. Plants take up immediately. & 
See the difference in grow-power! For pots, beds, ¢ 
lawns, gardens. Wonderful for transplanting— 
stops root shock; starts plants fast. 

Odorless. Easy to use. Handy pellets—accurate % 
measurement. No fuss; no spill; no waste. Sendy 
today for your first package of this amazing scien- % 
tifie fertilizer—800-lb. size (100 gallons), $1.00; 3 


¢ 
PSP WF WP WP WP WP aS WP OP OP OP PW OE Oe oe oe oe ae 


or 2-ton size (600 gal.), $5.00. Postpaid. %) 
MANNA DIV Benson-Maclean %> 
8 Bridgeton 06, Indiana’, 


ws 


ry) 
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Everything You Need In 


HORMONES 


° 
for Gardening 

HormeX is a liquid hormone-vitamin con- 
centrate: ROOTS cuttings and _ bulbs 
faster, better; goes farther. Quickens and 
improves BLOOMING, aids foliage health, 
when sprayed on plants. Stops fruit, leaf 
and blossom drop. Gives EARLIER, big- 
ger, more and better tomatoes, beans, etc. 
Money back guarantee. $1.00 size makes 
2 to 30 gallons rooting and spraying solu- 
tions. Prepaid. Send now. 


HORMEX DIVISION 
Bridgeton 06, Indiana 

















CAMELLIAS on better with MANNA be- 
cause MANNA contains just the 
right amount of a right things this acid-ioving 

plant needs. MANNA is eae also for ROSES 


AZALEAS, BEGONNIAS, AFRICAN VIOLETS, Zinnias, 
Gardenias, Amaryllis, Marigolds almost any plant you 


can name .. . Highly concentrated. Choice of handy 
pellets or soluble powder. Use direct or dissolve into 
quick-acting liquid plant food . . . ‘‘“MG’’ can, for up to 


100 gallons or 800 Ibs. rich fertilizer, only $1.00 p’pd. 
Plant Food Division, Benson-Maclean, PP, Bridgeton 06, 


Indiana. 

° is a combined booster and protectant 
GrainO-SL for treating seeds and ROOTING 
CUTTINGS and BULBS. Several new discoveries have 
been added to the pioneer hormone seed treatment, 
GrainO. Protects seed against disease effects while in- 
ducing more, new and better root growth. Better emerg- 
ence; INCREASED YIELD from seed. Powder. Use dry 
or wet. Liberal 4 oz. trial can, $1.00 p’pd. 1 Lb. $2.97. 
GrainO Division, B-M PP Bridgeton 06, Indiana 


TRANSPLANTING 


Use MANNA for ALL transplanting—shrubs, trees, 
flower plants, TOMATOES, cabbage, strawberries, 
peppers, sweet potatoes, etc. MANNA is much more 
than a starter or fertilizer—contains wonder-work- 
ing hormones, vitamins, and root-promoting sub- 
stances to stop ROOT SHOCK, shorten wilting and 
induce new and better roots . «+ plus pusher- 
nutrients to give FAST START . . and minerals, 
bioties and anti-biotics to promote healtheier growth; 
better fruit, produce or flowers . . . Can for 100 gal. 
solution, $1.00 p’pd. PLANT FOOD DIV., Benson- 




















Maclean, Bridgeton 06, Indiana. 
If you are buying bulky bags of 


ROSE FOOD “‘prepared rose food,’’ it may be 


costing you many times what it should to feed roses. 
Get acquainted with MANNA. Each package (100 gal- 
lons or 800 pounds for $1.00, p’pd.) tells you how to 
have not only more but TTER rose food. PLANT 
FOOD Div., Benson-Maclean, Bridgeton 06, Ind. 





WANT A BETTER LAWN? 


Activ0 and MANNA will give it to you. Posi- 
tively—or your money back! It’s amazing how 
these two unusual products work together. Com- 
plete details (and advice on lawn care) free. Use 
handy coupon opposite column. 








Plant Magic Tablets 


VITAMIN B; 


This is the same plant vitamin product so 
popular for so many years—that gave the 
amazing results in California and else- 
where you read about. Use regularly for 
house plants. Excellent in transplanting. 
Handy tablets—each makes 1 to 5 gallons 
watering solution. Special offer: Two 100- 
tab. bottles for only $1.00 postpaid. 


PLANT MAGIC DIVISION 
BENSON-MACLEAN, __ Bridgeton 06, Ind. 














Eastern Gladiolus Show 


HE Eastern International Gladiolus 

Show will be held again this year in 
Kalurah Temple, Binghamton, N. Y., on 
August 15 and 16. Marion Rich, Marion, 
N. Y., will be supervisor of judges and 
Arthur Reeves, Havre de Grace, Md.. 
supervisor of seedling judges. Anyone 
may enter blooms in any of twelve sec- 
tions which include more than 500 
classes. Containers will be furnished for 
all single spike, basket and vase entries. 
also commercial displays. A banquet will 
be given in the Spanish Ballroom of the 
Arlington Hotel in Binghamton, with 
Leonard Butt, Huttonville, Ont., Can., as 
master of ceremonies. 


David Burpee Honored 


AVID Burpee, president of the W. 

Atlee Burpee Company, Philadel- 
phia, Pa., was given a medal and scroll 
at a dinner April 26 given jointly by the 
Philadelphia Society for Promoting Agri- 
culture and The Franklin Institute. The 
scroll read: “This agricultural award 
presented by the Philadelphia Society for 
Promoting Agriculture, founded in 1785, 
to David Burpee because of his outstand- 
ing contributions to the science of agri- 
culture and in recognition of his accom- 
plishments in horticulture and in the pro- 
duction of new and improved varieties of 
flowers and vegetables.” 


Seed Trade Yearbook 
“ DUCATIONAL Pamphlet No. 1,” a 


record of informative addresses 
given in 1948 by members of the Ameri- 
can Seed Trade Association at their an- 
nual convention, is now available. The 
contents include discussions of vegetable 
seed germination, new grasses, uniform 
state seed laws and modern methods of 
seed control. “Pamphlet No. 2,” which 
covers addresses given last year, has just 
been published. For further information 
write to Joseph Gregory, Information 
Department. American Seed Trade As- 
sociation, 30 N. La Salle Street, Chicago 

Ill. 





Garden Events 


Juty 7, 8, 9, CLEVELAND, On10o.— 
Annual meeting of the Hemero- 
callis Society, Cleveland Garden 
Center. Addresses on July 8 by 
Dr. S. L. Ensweller, horticultur- 

Plant Industry Station, Belts- 
ville, Md., and Dr. Philip G. Cor- 
liss, “hemerocallis authority. Gar- 
den tours in vicinity. 


Jury 25, PuHmapetpu1a, Pa.—Sum- 
mer Flower Show, Burholme 
Horticultural Society, Immanuel 


Lutheran Church Parish Hall. 
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BETTER COMPOST 


BETTER SOIL 


Prettier Flowers; Superior Vegetables and Fruits 





LEARN THE JOY OF ORGANIC GARDENING! 


ActivO gives you the power to make soil 
and plants respond as Nature intended 








ActivO is a remarkably rich, soft, black, 
velvety humus fortified with billions of 
Nature's own helpful micro-organisms— 
plus minerals, bioties, anti-bioties, hor- 
nones, Vitamins and other growth sub- 
stances which plants MUST have for 
healthiest growth, blooming and fruiting 
... and which most soils can't supply in 
amounts needed cr may lack altogether 

. With this unusual product you can 
do a lot of unusual things: 





























@ With ActivO you can compost faster, 
easier, cheaper and better . . . make 
your own rich fertilizer from leaves, 
table waste, grass—even sawdust and 
soot! ... Turn garbage into rich humus 
in from 2 to 6 weeks—WITHOUT 
ODOR! Use any time of year. 








@e With ActivO you can add life and 
zest and energy to weak, sluggish soils 

. help any soil, for ActivO conditions, 
activates, energizes and supplements. 
Use it on all pot, bed, garden and lawn 
soils. Plant a little with each seed, 
bulb and tuber—with potatoes, by all 
means ! 





@ With ActivO you ean “stretch”, im- 
prove, and convert chemical fertilizer (it 
removes burn danger, conserves it, makes 
it more effective over longer period) 
energize hot beds and mushroom compost 

. reduce odor in outdoor toilets, while 
converting Waste into odorless ash-like 
humus. 


ActivO does not injure earthworms in 
either soil or compost. Contains no 
chemicals. DO NOT ACCEPT SUBSTI- 
TUTES. See your dealer today; and 
send coupon below for free details. 


Your Own ODORLESS 


FERTILIZER FACTORY 


Ingenious Composter Cabinet 
yields continuous supply of 
humus. Use in basement, garage 
or backyard. Buy or build from 
plans. Blueprint plans FREE 
with No. 25 size ActivO; $6.99 
prepaid. Check coupon below. 

















Benson-Maclean, Bridgeton, O06, Indiana 


Inclosed is 
Send best way: 
QO No. 25 size ActivO, for up to 31% 


tons compost, and FREE Composter 
Plans $6.99, prepaid. 

O No. 7 size, 1400 lb. Compost, $2.00 
ppd. 

O No. 2 trial size, 425 Ibs., $1.00 ppd 


) Free a on ActivO composting 
and Cabin 
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“LETTUCE LEAF” BEGONIA 
One of our most unusual and popular plants with 
its lettuce like foliage and small pink flowers. 
$1.50 each 3 for $4.00 Postpaid 
We recommend the “Wik-Fed” pot for 
successful culture at $1.00 each. 





VOGT’S DOUBLE CYCLAMEN 


World’s finest cyclamen introduction. Has large 
10-20 petalled flowers, assorted bright colors,— 
Strong plants, will bloom this fall. 
$1.50 each. No C.O.Ds. 


Write for color folder. 


3 for $4.00 


JOHN W. VOGT 


STURGIS, MICHIGAN 








Acclaimed 
everywhere 
shown as Amer- 
ica’s finest 
Garden Cul- 
tivator for 
small & 
medium 
gardens 


? rin 
ROTO-HOE 


only 


$134.00 


Roto-Cutter 

attachment 
$40.00 

Ask your dealer 

for demonstration 

or send postcard for 

FREE folder 


Dealer Inquiries Invited 


ROTO-HOE 


and SPRAYER CO. 


Camara! 
USABLE 
GARDEN 


Box 1 
Novelty, Ohio 


eS Mrican Violets 














NEW LADY GENEVA, ORCHID NEP- 
TUNE, BLUE FLUTE, RED KING, 
SAILOR GIRL, VIOLET BEAUTY, GORGEOUS BI- 


COLOR, PALE ORCHID DOUBLE, LAVENDER GIRL, 
DOUBLE NEPTUNE, $1.50 ea. 
Tinari’s Blue Eyes, Burgundy, Plum Satin, Crinkles, 
Neptune, Norseman, Jessie, Fredia, Ruffles, DuPont Pink, 
Orchid Girl, Double Orchid, Double Margaret, Purple 
Prince, Commander, White Water Lily, Pink, White, 
Blue Warrior, Purnte Girl, 75¢ ea. July special: Du Pont 
Blue, Bi-Color—50¢ each. 
Special Offer—7 for $5. postpaid. Plants 3 to 5 inches high. 
ALL PLANT ORDERS OVER $5. postpaid, 
under, add 50¢ FREE CATALOG 


TINARI FLORAL GARDENS 


Bethayres, Pa. Dept. F 



















(uestions and Answers 


FLower Grower readers can help fellow gardeners by answering 


any of the questions on this page. 
be printed in future issues. 
card to Questions and 
Grand Central Terminal, New 


Answers Department, 


York 17, N. Y. 


As many replies as space permits will 
Just send a brief reply on a penny postal 


FLOWER GROWER, 2049 
Inquiries sent to this 


department accompanied by a stamped, self-addressed envelope will be 
either printed or answered by our staff. 


Questions 


Double Begonia Seed 


Where can I get reliable seed of 
double-flowered, fibrous-rooted begonias ? 
—Mrs. WaALtTeR LepForp (IIl.) 


Carnation Books 


I would like to obtain a copy of T. A. 
Weston’s “Practical Carnation Culture” 
or Ward’s “The American Carnation.” 
I know that the books are out of print, 
but I am hoping that someone might like 
to part with his copy.—Mrs, FREDERICK 
C. Kurru ( Mich.) 


Mimosa in Ohio 


Can the beautiful mimosa tree that 
grows so profusely throughout the South 
be grown from seed? Would it thrive 


Marechal Niel Rose 


Would any of your readers know where 
I could find the Marechal Niel rose, 
both the climber and bush type? It is 
a handsome rose of a deep yellow color, 
with a fragrance never to be forgotten. 
—NELLIE STOOK (Ore.) 


You-Know-Me Vine 


Does anyone know the true name of 
the “You-know-me 
perennial? Where can it be obtained? 
Is it hardy in southern Michigan?— 
Davin H. Hazer ( Mich.) 


vine?” Is it a 


Own-Root Roses 


Will own-root roses live 
grafted roses? 


longer than 
Grafted roses in our 


as far north as Ohio?—Mrs. J. OWEN’ garden do not last longer than about 
MerepitH (Ohio) three years.—Mnrs. R. J. Lirtte (Ind.) 
Answers 


Correction to May Answer: 
Various Ivies 
Answering Mrs. W. H. Kirch (Pa.)— 


May I correct some information in the 
May issue in regard to ivy? The Sunset 
Ivy to which you referred is the Sunset 
Ivy geranium, Pelargonium lElegante. 
We do have a fine collection of Hederas 
also, but to my knowledge there is not 
one with the beautiful color of the Sunset 


Ivy geranium.—Joy Locrr, Logee’s 
North Street Greenhouses, Danielson 


(Conn. ) 


Answers te May Questions 
Shasta Daisies 
Answering John E. Langley (Tex.)— 


Vaughan’s Seed Co., 10 West Randolph 
St., Chicago, Ill., have the following 
Shasta daisy seed listed in their 1950 
spring catalogue: Alaska; G. Marconi; 
Re-selected, a 100 per cent double Shasta 
daisy with an extra-long blooming sea- 
son; Maximum Conqueror, with 5-inch 
pure white blooms; Maximum King Ed- 
ward VII, with stout stems; and Majestic, 
with overlapping petals in the center 
(only plants of this available). 


50 


George W. Park, Greenwood, S. C.. 
lists these and the following: New Giant 
Double Diener’s Strain and _ Fringed 
Beauty.—Etvin McDonatp (Okla.) 


Windproof Iris 
Answering Mrs. John R. Spencer (Ill.)— 


FLOWER 
difficulty with iris 
In this area it is usually 
the heavy May rains which cause them 
to go down, but there are a number of 
varieties, both old and new, which never 
give me any trouble: 


Sorry to read in the May 
GROWER of your 
blowing over. 


OLD NEW 
Angelus Arab Chief 
Birchbark Blue Shimmer 


Frank Adams Copper Rose 
Glen Ellen Great Lakes 
Gloriole Katherine Fay 

Golden Madonna Late Sun 


Gudrun Lothario 
Indian Hills Master Charles 
Junaluska Minnie Colquitt 
Lighthouse Moonlit Sea 
Rameses Mulberry Rose 
Snoqualmie Nightfall 

Song of Gold Ola Kala 


Midwest Gem Winter Carnival 


Most of these, with the exception of 
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Arab Chief, are of only medium height. 
—Joun C. Lyster, Regional Vice Presi- 
dent, American Iris Society, Region 


No. 3 (Pa.) 


My advice is not to plant any tall-grow- 
ing iris and peonies with large flowers. 
They are too top-heavy and can’t take 
a rainstorm. I have in my iris corner: 
front row, Snow King, white; center row, 
California Gold, dark yellow; back row, 
Pink Opal. For landscaping I would 
plant Prairie Sunset or California Gold. 
Some may prefer a purple color, such as 
Sir Knight, Destiny or the Red Douglas. 
All these varieties are good growers.— 


K. R. ArRNotp ( Mo.) 


Dinner-plate African Violets 
Answering Ethel Deardorff (Pa.)— 


The large size of your African violets 
with few blooms is likely due to too much 
nitrogen fertilizer and lack of sufficient 
light. Repot them, using 1% vermiculite, 
14 sand, balance good garden soil. Fertil- 
ize with Hyponex when repotting and 
once a month thereafter according to 
directions and you should have plenty 
of bloom. Do not overwater.—Harry B. 
Fike (W. Va.) 


Book on Lilacs 
Answering J. R. McCullough ( Calif.) — 


I would heartily recommend the book, 
“Lilac Culture.” by John C. Wister 
published by the Orange Judd Publishing 
Company, 15 East 26th Street, New 
York City. Although this book is now 
out of print, other FLOWER GROWER 
readers may have copies of it.—Mkrs. 
Rocer L. Lyon, ( Mass.) 


Answer to April Question 


Lilaes for Florida 


Answering (Mrs.) Elna M. McMullen 
(Fla.)— 


I have a hybrid General Pershing lilac 
on Persian lilac roots that is 6 years old. 
It bloomed this spring. The one panicle 
of pink-lavender flowerets was lovely and 
the perfume indeed breath-taking. This 
plant was obtained from a Montgomery- 
Ward nursery in Connecticut in 1946. I 
feed the plant with cow manure and 
3-8-5 commercial fertilizer and keep it 
heavily mulched with grass clippings. I 
would recommend a southern exposure 
in front of larger trees, as our sun burns 
the leaves in summer. Your patience and 
hard work with lilacs are well rewarded 
when they bloom in the early spring.— 


Mrs. R. W. WaLpron (Fla.) 


Flower Grower @ July, 1950 51 






B Wayside @ Gardens 
, WV 






Wa ysicde Gor for 
FALL PLANTING 


Never before has Wayside Gardens been able 
to present so many splendid, top-notch, new 
varieties. 140 pages of gorgeous true color 
illustrations and descriptions of the world’s 
newest and best garden subjects. No other 
catalog in America offers the wealth of test 
proven, meritorious new things or such 
“down-to-earth” garden information. 
Before ordering your plants and roses for fall 
planting, be sure to see Wayside’s new cata- 
log. It is filled with superior quality, “ Root- 
strength” hardy plants that we guaranty 
without reservation. 

It may sound boastful, but it’s truthful, no 
one in this country today, can match Wayside 
in the range of choice varieties and uniformly 
high quality stock. 


Superior Quality ROSES 


FASHION 








Autumn is the ideal time for planting 
roses. Normally dormant in the fall, 
they remain so until spring. Plant roses 
before the ground freezes, the soil will 
settle around the roots by spring, and 
the plants become well established by 
the time growth begins. Wayside 
Gardens’, 2-year field grown, exclusive 
“Root-strength” roses will be the envy 
of your neighborhood all next summer. 


If you are planning a new rose garden, 
or want to add new sparkle and fra- 
grance to your present planting, see our 
1950 Fall Catalog. Among the more 
than 150 outstanding varieties offered 
are several “Special Collections” of 
choice roses at attractive savings. Also 
fully described and illustrated are all 
the celebrated new roses as well as the 
“1950 All-America Rose Selections.” 


Splendid Neu | R I S 


For a long season of bloom, plant 
Wayside Gardens’ “Blue Ribbon”’ Iris. 
These tall, incredibly lovely flowers will 
fill the void in your garden when the 
glory of the tulips and daffodils has 
waned. Startling new colors heretofore 
unknown in Iris are to be found in the 
new Bearded Iris—richer blues, purer 
reds, better pinks and yellows. 


: ~ | 























GOLD 











postage and handling. 





72 MENTOR AVE. 


as well as the 
WORLD’S 
FINEST 
SHRUBS 


SUTTER’S 


SEND FOR THE WORLD’S FINEST 
HORTICULTURAL BOOK-CATALOG h, 


140 pages of glorious true color illustrations and complete descriptions of 
the world’s finest garden subjects. Gardeners everywhere have come to rel 
on this valuable book as their source of ideas and the finest worthwhile new 
plants. Explicit cultural directions for each item. To be sure you get your 
copy, it is necessary to enclose with your request 50¢, coin or stamps, for 


Particularly noteworthy are the follow- 
ing prize-winning varieties, each out- 
standing in its class—Ola Kala, Azure 
Skies, Blue Shimmer, Lady Mohr, Mul- 
berry Rose—and—last but by no means 
least, Great Lakes, universally recog- 
nized as one of the most beautiful and 
best sky-blue varieties, now being of- 
fered at 3 for $2.00; Doz. $6.00. 


GREAT 
LAKES 





MENTOR, OHIO 


Gardens 

















TOP IRIS 


From last symposium. See page 67 
March Flower Grower. 

OLA KALA—Finest new yellow with 
golden ruffled flowers. Dykes 1943. 

$1.50 each 
SABLE—Very dark black-purple with lus- 
trous sheen. Wonderful dark iris 

$1.00 each 
ELMOHR—Immense violet-red seediing of 
Wm. Mohr. Ruffled flowers. Dykes 1945 

$1.00 each 
BLUE SHIMMER — Large _ blue-white 
plicata. Sparkling white peppered with 
shades of blue .... $1.25 each 
BERKELEY GOLD—Deep, rich yellow 
Has size, form and_ substance. Free 
bloomer .. $1.00 each 
AZURE SKYES—Pale lavender blue. Ruf- 
fled flowers of fine form and substance 

$1.25 each 
PRAIRIE SUNSET—Sensational blend of 


apricot rose, copper and _ gold Dykes 
NO hi had a Cash Sie fan dm a $1.00 each 
MULBERRY ROSE—Large flowers of 
rosy-purple on tall, vigorous plants A 
grand iris rrreeerreee ee 


GOLDEN FLEECE— Large lemon-yellow 
with creamy ruffled falls edged gold. 
$1.00 each 
SPUN GOLD—Deep velvety golden yel- 
low A fine iris and a profuse bloomer 
re eee ree ree $1.00 each 
DAYBREAK—Large pink and gold blend 
Well shaped ruffled flowers Choice 
EE a a hale wine oe kree aan hae eo $1.00 each 
MEXICO—Brilliant bicolor. Rich golden 
standards, Reddish brown, velvety falls. 


$1.50 each 
Any 38 for “ S . 82.75 
Any 5 for Sirah asad, aia tan Seatatel s ieeiee 4.00 
Any 7 for sian a 
Any 10 for Seer eer 6.50 
I Moog ie a yy ee icici ok Mien, le OTRO 7.25 


WANT AN EXTRA? 

Select one from this list. 
Buffawn—Large tan Early, profuse and 
SPOOTEM 22s 
Fortune - 
reer ee 
Marco Polo—Striking reddish bicolor. :50¢ 
Wabash—Snowy white standards, Purple 
SE n6 666564 5:0be ChE AGREE GA CEM eeEe 50¢ 

All post paid. No Canadian. No C.0.D. 


Roy Roger's Iris Gardens 


302 Arapahoe Ave. Boulder, Colo. 











GRAVELY 
5-HP TRACTOR 


DOES 19 LAWN, GARDEN 
and FIELD JOBS— 
QUICK and EASY! 

Sickle Mower attachment cuts 
tall grass, weeds, head-high, 
thumb-thick brush! . . . Ideal 
for jobs around small farms, 
suburban homes. 

* ALL GEAR DRIVE 

* POWER REVERSE 
* A QUALITY TRACTOR 


“Power vs. Drudgery” tells 
how to put POWER to 
work! Write today! 

GRAVELY MOTOR PLOW & CULTIVATOR CO. 
BOX 716 DUNBAR, W. VA. 


FIELD-TESTED FOR 28 YEARS 






















YEW HEDGES 


Thrifty Plants at Thrifty Prices 


The Aristocrat of Hedge Plants. Va- 
rieties for large and small hedges. A 
specially-grown grade, large enough 
for successful use by the amateur gar- 
dener, yet priced to please your pocket- 
book. 


WRITE NOW for LIST 50A describing 
these and other Garden Aristocrats. 


Commonwealth Nursery Co. 
Dept. OF7 


Framingham, Mass. 














These conditions prevail more often on 
days when both the humidity and temper- 
ature are high and when the plants have 
been making rank succulent growth. 


| Site and Soil 


The ideal soil for hemerocallis is a 
moderately heavy clay loam. Sandy soil, 
with adequate moisture and fertilizer, is 
satisfactory. also heavy clay loam, pro- 
vided water does not stand a long time 
over the plants. Some of the finest plant- 
ings I have ever seen were in moist bottom 
land, along streams which overflow in 
winter or early spring and on rich, moist 
| soils along brooks or small streams. Most 
of the daylilies do well in rock gardens, 
but they must not be allowed to dry out. 
The soil may be neutral, acid or 
slightly alkaline. (Qn very alkaline soils, 
the foliage tends to become pale green 
or yellowish.) Little fertilizer is re- 
quired, unless the soil is very poor. 
Well-decayed compost may be dug in 
lightly around the clumps or spread over 
the surface of the soil between the clumps. 
A light application of any good complete 
fertilizer may be put on in the spring. 
Avoid large amounts of nitrogen; if much 
is used, the plants grow too vigorously 
and produce fewer and less _ brilliant 
flowers. ‘ 


| Planting and Replanting 
| 


Planting may be done in the spring 
or early autumn. After the summer 
blooming season, the plants begin to form 
new roots and shoots. Older plants may 
be divided at that time and the divisions 
replanted, if you do it early enough in 
the season so that they may form an 
abundance of new roots and tops. If 
they are unable to do so, a severe winter 
may kill the plants. 

When you buy new plants from a 
nurseryman, arrange to receive them no 
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Daylilies bloom more profusely in direct sun most of the day, but give those vari- 
eties which tend to wilt or fade during the heat of the day some afternoon shade. 


Spotlight on Daylilies 


(Continued from page 27) 


later than the last week in September for 
fall planting, if you live north of Chicago. 
Otherwise, you had better wait and plant 
in the spring. The new plants should be 
set at about the same depth as they grew 
originally (generally indicated by whit- 
ened leaf bases) and the soil firmed 
around them. A liberal watering helps 
to work the soil in around the buried 
roots and encourage the formation of 
new roots. 


Routine Care 


During the growing season little care 
is needed, other than a light cultivation 
and application of fertilizer as soon in 
the spring as the ground can be stirred. 
If clumps become dense and compact, 
they should be thinned out in early 
spring if this has not been done the previ- 
ous autumn. More flowers of far better 
quality are produced by clumps which 
are not crowded but are. instead, making 
a number of vigorous new offshoots. If 
by midsummer, the soil becomes very 
dry, give them a few good waterings. 
After the blooming season has passed, 
cut off all the old scapes (flowering 
stems) and foliage to 3 or 4 inches above 
the soil. 

Daylilies need little spraying. because 
they have few diseases which can be con- 
trolled by spraying. There are, however, 
three abnormal conditions which may 
detract from the garden appearance of 
the plants. A few varieties which are not 
fully winter-resistant, such as Golden 
West, sometimes produce a few yellowed 
and twisted leaves early in the spring, 
but this condition is soon outgrown. 

The second undesirable condition is 
the occurrence of yellow flecks over the 
entire leaf surface. Such spots later turn 
brown, and the entire terminal portion 
of the leaf may wither and die. The pink 
variety Rosalind and some of its hybrids 
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Gottscho-Schleisner photos 


For luminescence and contrast, plant generous clumps of bright daylilies in any 





yellow shades 


often show this. Sometimes the loss of 
foliage is so extensive that plants ap- 
pear open and sere at blooming time, 
unless another variety or another kind 
of plant with better foliage is used along 
with them. 

The third difficulty is a rapid wither- 
ing and dying of the flower scape with 
all its buds. This is followed by a yellow- 
ing of some or all of the foliage and a 
decay of the rhizomes beneath the soil, 
resulting in the temporary loss of all 
bloom. Usually the plant recovers, grows 
again in subsequent seasons and soon is 
thriving as well as ever. 

As for insect pests, one, the thrip, may 
cause serious damage, in some cases dis- 
tortion of the buds and complete loss of 
flowers. This injury may occur before the 
flowering stems emerge from the crown, 
so that the whole plant is deformed and 
killed. Injury occurring later results in 
misshapen, discolored buds and flowers 
which may not open at all or are much 
deformed. This pest may be controlled 
by spraying with one of the DDT mix- 
tures, either early in the spring or late in 
the fall. Also helpful is a liberal sprin- 
kling of dry flowers of sulphur on and 
about the crowns of the plants early in 
the spring or during the summer. Some- 
times wasps and mud-daubers may injure 
daylily buds by gnawing at them, while 
vathering nectar from small glands on 
the backs of bud sepals. The use of 5 per 
cent DDT dust may help lessen this 
damage. 


Selecting Good Varieties 


There is a wide selection of varieties, 
but I shall set down my own ideas as 
to what I should demand of daylilies 
ior my own garden. In making a plant- 
ing, I would first consider season and 
length of bloom, so that I would have a 
continuous season of bloom. Vigor is 
essential; the plant should grow well 
lut not spread so much that it invades 
territory allocated to other plants. The 
foliage mass should be compact and tall 
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lemon, gold, chrome, apricot, tawny orange, mahogany or chocolate. 


enough to provide a foil for the’ flowers 
but not to obscure them. It should be 
an attractive green which blends well 
with the flower colors. Preferably, there 
should be many graceful, upright scapes 
per plant, in good proportion to the 
size of the flowers and foliage mass. 

There should be many flowers per 
scape—25 to 50—to provide a continuous 
period of bloom for at least 4 to 6 weeks. 
The flower should be borne gracefully on 
the scape; if below the line of vision. 
slightly pointed upward; if above it, 
slightly inclined. The faces and above 
all the throat colorings are much more 
attractive than the backs of the flower 
parts. 

I should like a variety of flower forms. 
from narrow-petaled, twisted forms to 
more substantial flowers, with broad seg- 
ments of a heavier texture, deep and 
tubular or flat and reflexed. The tones 
and shadows of some of the light-colored 
tubular forms surpass any description 
of their beauty. 





Daylilies I Like 


I would suggest that the garden have 
at least three-fourths of the varieties in 
yellow. Yellow lilies provide lightness, 
luminescence, sparkle and much-needed 
contrast for the darker and more subtle 
colors. The daylily flowers should be 
fully expanded by 8:30 a.m. and remain 
open until at least 10 p.m. Many sleepy- 
heads are barely open by ten o’clock in 
the morning and begin to close by five 
o'clock in the afternoon. An evening 
stroll in the garden is so pleasant that 
I would prefer to have enough of the 
flowers still open and luminous and 
faintly fragrant at that time. 

The following varieties are those that 
please me. Most of them may now be 
regarded by hemerocallis fanciers as out- 
moded, but nearly all are inexpensive. 
readily available, persistent in the garden 
and a source of long-continuing pleasure 
throughout the season, 


(Continued on next page) 
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satile 5~ 
ver Spot Sora 


Sprinkleze waters individual plants, beds, 


borders or lawns Anchor fan sprinklers into 
position to soak 5 areas up to 30 ft. apart or to 
water 30 continuous feet. 

Attaches to garden hose. Individual sprinklers 
can be moved without turning off water. 

Light and durable, has two 13 ft.. one 7 ft.. 
two 9 ft. distributor lines of 3/16 inch Koroseal 
tubing, choice of colors—black, green or red. 
Brass and copper fittings. No moving parts to 
wear out. Total weight—2 Ibs. 


Guaranteed satisfactory or money refunded, 


Complete Unit $8.75 postpaid. 
pat. pend. 


JONS MANUFACTURING CO. 
Dept. G-3 St. Matthews, S. C. 








GIANT PANSIES 


STEELE’S MASTODON STRAIN SEED 


BUTTERFLY HYBRIDS—Exquisite pastel Jumbos 
abundantly ruffled, frilled, fluted with blotches ot 
butterfly sheen, jewel tones. 200 seed pkt $1.00; 
giant, 500 seed pkt 

JUMBO PAYDIRT—The largest golden yellow ever 
produced. Blooms have dark rays or tiny dark 
faces. Fine habit of growth and heat-resistant 

SEA BLUE—An intense blue pansy with a dark 
blotch. Very uniform. 

JUMBO MIXED—Huge, heavy substance, long- 
stemmed, 2 weeks early. 

Giant, 500 seed pkt. of any of the last 3, $1.00 

each; 2 pkts. $1.80, 3 pkts. $2.50 (2 & 3 pkts 

orders in any combination. ) 

$1.50 COMBINATION OFFER: 
1 giant pkt. JUMBO MIXED and 1 pkt. BUTTER- 
FLY HYBRIDS. (a $2.00 value) 


$3.00 COMBINATION OFFER: 
Giant, 500 seed pkts. of JUMBO MIXED, PAY- 
DIRT & BUTTERFLY HYBRIDS (a $4.00 value) 


Cultural Directions & Folder Free. 
(See Steele ads in recent issues) 


ROBERT L. POULSON 


DISTRIBUTOR OF FINE PANSY SEED 
184-15 Cambridge Rd. Jamaica 3, N. Y., N. Y. 














STASSEN’S 


FALL FLOWERING CROCUS 





| 100 for $2.00 ppd. 
Lilac-Blue Crocus guar- 
anteed to bloom OUT- 
DOORS early this fall 
(or INDOORS without soil 
or water). Hardy—multi- 
ply readily in garden. 
Shipped in August with 
planting instructions. 























IMPORTED 
FROM 
HOLLAND 


SEND FOR FULL COLOR CATALOG OF 
HOLLAND BULBS 


STASSEN 


FLORAL GARDENS INC. 


DEPT. 17, ROSLYN HEIGHTS, N.Y. 














Unusual Bargain! 

EARLY 
5] TULIPS 
Share our good fortune. 


Our Hol- 
land office selects 1,000,000 Top 
Quality bedding Tulips. Design 
your own rainbow with these 
breathtaking colors, 

Red Pink flushed white 
White White flushed pink 
Yellow Orange-red 


EXTRA—IF YOU ORDER NOW! 


Multiflora $4.85 


Each color packed and labeled 
separately for easy planting. 


MULTIFLORA 


On orders received before July 
15th for 72 tulips we give you one 
of the remarkable ‘‘Many-Flow 
ered’ Tulips FREE Plant in 
favored = display spot. Amaze 
friends with 4 to 6 full blossoms 
from one stem! 


Doz. 
Bulbs 





SEND 
NO 
MONEY 
Pay postman COD. Or remit 
10¢ with order for shipment 


postpaid. (Omit 10¢ on $4.85 
orders.) Refund guarantee. OR- 
DER enrolls you as Member 
without obligation. 


BULB Yontn CLUB 





125 W. Madison 
Dept. FGT, Chicago 








The Ilico Fog Sprinkler is a portable, flexible and fully 


adjustable sprinkling 
gardens of every size 


system for all kinds of lawns and 
The fine mist produced by the espe- 
designed spray head becomes warm and aerated 
before it settles to the ground like a heavy dew. With a 
slight breeze this fog is blown for many feet. 
ADJUSTABLE SPRAY HEAD 
Each head can be placed in the lawn in any position or 
angle by means of a pointed rod 4” long and can be 
quickly and easily changed. The spray head body is all 
bronze, and the hose is heavy braided construction for 
long lite. There is 6 ft. of hose between each head. 


ORDER NOW 


Mail Your order today. Ordinary city pressure will 
accommodate ten or more heads from each supply line. 
ILLCO FOG SPRINKLER 
Four Head System with 19’ hose (15 Ibs.) »:<<a 
Six Head System with 31’ hose (20 Ibs.) 11.45 
Eight Head System with 43’ hose (32 Ibs.) ... 15.40 
Ten Head System with 55’ hose (37 Ibs.) . . 19.35 


ILLINOIS SUPPLY CO, au2s’ Au. 








IRIS SPECIAL 


Make your own collection: 


Any 5 for $2.00; any 10 for $3.50 
All 16 for $5.00 postpaid 


BU FFAW N—Glorious pinkish buff 
CORITICA—Purple-cream plicata 
CAROLINE BURR — Immense 
cream 
CALIFORNIA PEACH—Delicate peach 
DEEP VELVET —Striking purple-velvet 
EROS—-Very fine rose pink 
FRANK ADAMS—Brilliant red-yellow 
GOLDEN MAJESTY— Deep golden yellow 
OLD PARCHMENT—Creamy golden buff 
PURISSIMA—Huge pure white 
SNOQUALMIE—Fine deep cream 
SMOLDER—Smoky red-black 
THE ADMIRAL—Intense medium blue 
THREE SISTERS—Red violet and cream 
TREASURE ISLAND—Gigantic soft yel- 


low 
VIOLET SYMPHONY—Very large violet 


se 


greenish 


Free Iris and perennial catalog on request 


LAMB NURSERIES 


E. 101 Sharp Box F-7 Spokane 11, Wash. 























Spotlight on Daylilies 


(Continued from page 53) 


These early daylilies follow or perhaps 
overlap the late-flowering tulips. Of 
course I would want FLava, the old lemon 
lily of such delightful color and fragrance 
and the more recent low-growing Bru- 
NETTE, a live mahogany brown. APRICOT 
forms dense masses as it ages which are 
covered with a wealth of golden flowers. 
Berry and EvizaBetH are similar, deep 
chrome in color with widely flaring broad 
petals. Gotp Dust is free-blooming, a 
pleasing soft yellow emphasized by a 
chocolate reverse, but it has few flowers 
per scape and presents an untidy appear- 
ance because its withered flowers are not 
shed promptly. FLavina is a_ pleasing 
light wellow, rather sparse of bloom until 
well established. but when established. 
very much worth-while. 


For Midseason 


Overtopping these varieties and acting 
as an excellent transition for the later- 
flowering varieties is SEMPERFLORENS, a 
large clear yellow, with heavy substance 
and a wealth of bloom. By late June 
many varieties begin to flower, with the 
height of the blooming season coming 
about mid-July. BucKErYE is a pleasing 
clean yellow with a contrasting dark eye. 
J. S. Gaynor is as near to an ideal 
bright yellow as we may ever expect. It 
has splendid substance. wide full petals 
and an abundance of scapes and flowers 
per scape, all well proportioned. You can 
expect at least 6 weeks of bloom from it. 
Gop of Opuir is similar in color but 
somewhat taller. 


Choice of Yellow 


Three very light yellows, Dor Sxin, 
kar NortH and Vespers are outstanding. 
Vespers is night-blooming, with ruffled 
petals and a delightful aroma, but it 
tends to fade and wilt slightly on hot, 
bright days. Shade in the afternoon tends 
to prevent this. QuAKER is a taller, larger 
light yellow of splendid quality. There 
are two CressipAs, an early yellow and 
a later one. The later one, a, tawny 
orange with a frosty sparkle, has an 
abundance of long tubular flowers. Hype- 
RION, a satisfactory lemon yellow. is 
large and free-blooming, Mission BELLS 
has delightful soft yellow flowers which 
tower aloft in abundance on rich soils. 
If size is desired. MONGOL is one of the 
largest dark yellows. Although the tex- 
ture of its flowers is a bit thin, they last 
well. Gotpen West is outstanding but 
not wholly winter-hardy. 

Mrs. W. H. WyMaAn is an outstanding 
late, broad-petaled, soft golden yellow. 
Extremely free-flowering, it bows to the 
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late daylilies, handing the garden over to 
DorotHy McDapkr, a large late yellow 
with a glorious wealth of bloom. Aucust 
PIONEER and AUTUMN PRINCE bring the 
season to a colorful close. Neither has a 
spectacular flower; their real value is in 
their late bloom. 

CHENGTU and HANKOow are nearly as 
late but more attractive, especially 
CHENGTU. Its red blends well 
with autumnal foliage. If you prefer 
bicolors. CABALLERO and BICOLOR are 
brilliant and effective. Of the pinks, 
SWEETBRIAR is large and vigorous but 
rather dusky. TALISMAN is even duskier, 
but its elusive coloring is arresting. 
Minuet (NESMITH) is much more subtle. 
and the clear and delicate cream and pink 
contrasts of Lapy Gay are superb. 

Oi the reds, Port, which has a medium- 
size flower of pastel red, is a free-bloom- 


copper 


McFarland 
Green-tinged lemon-yellow Patricia day- 


lilies make cool-looking arrangements. 


ing semidwarf. Royat Ruy is especially 
brilliant and Ruspy SupreMeE is large and 
good, but may be injured during severe 
winters. | feel that red daylilies 
overpowering and would prefer only a 
few in any planting. All of the purples 
are dull; some of them fade badly in the 
sun. Lighter clear bluish purple day- 
lilies and pure white ones, when they 
become available, will make valuable ad- 
ditions to the garden. 

This 


among 


are 


list represents a selection from 
a collection of more than 1,200 
forms grown in Chicago. Illinois. and 
Lake Geneva, Wisconsin. There are many 
other daylilies which are just as lovely 
and worth-while for your garden. 
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Summer Program for Iris 


(Continued from page 39) 


Unless it is already rich in humus, it is 
well to add generous amounts of rotted 
leafmold or black hyperhumus, as well 
as plant food such as bonemeal, super- 
phosphate and natural organic fertilizers. 
It is wise to keep away from the usual 
type of chemical fertilizer for this some- 
times results in disease. In no case 
should you use alkaline agricultural lime. 
Crushed limestone is safe and should be 
used where the soil is inclined to be ex- 
cessively acid. 


Transplanting Iris 


Transplanting is perhaps the most im- 
portant operation of successful iris grow- 
ing. After two or three years, the iris 
clumps become crowded, the rhizomes 
climb over each other and, if not re- 
planted, do not receive sufficient nourish- 
ment from the soil. When crowded the 
clumps generally lack vigor and have 


Cassebeer 
The ruffled white blooms of New Snow 


iris are accented by a yellow beard. 


sparse bloom. To revitalize the iris, the 
whole clump should be lifted and the 
rhizomes separated by pulling them apart 
from the old center or “mother” rhizome, 
which by this time is dried and mummi- 
fied. Whether you divide the clump into 
single rhizomes or into several connected 
ones, make the cuts clean. 

When planting, set the rhizome or the 
larger division on a mound of earth in 
a shallow hole, large and deep enough 
to accommodate the fibrous roots. Spread 
out the roots, covering them with earth 
so that the tops of the rhizomes are just 
barely below the surface of the ground. 
The soil about the plant should be firmly 
tamped and the new planting watered 
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thoroughly if the ground is dry. 

How far apart you plant bearded iris 
depends upon whether you have only 
one root, as is usually the case with 
newly purchased rhizomes, or whether 
there are several, as a result of dividing 


an old clump. Single rhizomes are usu- 
ally planted 3 to 4 feet apart in each 
direction. In two or three years, after 


they have developed into a clump, they 
should be lifted, divided and replanted 
to give larger groups for color effect in 
the mixed border or elsewhere. 

To form a large clump, use from three 
to seven rhizomes of one variety, spacing 
the roots 6 to 10 inches apart and at 
least 5 or 6 feet away from the nearest 
large clump. A good plan is to set them 
in place in such a way that the finished 
planting looks like a triangle or an 
oval, with all fans facing in the same 
direction. 

Iris set out in midsummer will usually 
resume active growth during the fall, 
provided they are watered occasionally 
during dry spells. They blossom the 
following spring but of course do not 
give optimum bloom until the 
spring. 


second 


Winter Protection 


It is advisable to give newly-planted 
iris protection the first winter, especially 
if the plants are not set out until after 
Labor Day. This will prevent their being 
heaved from the ground by alternate 
thawing and freezing during open win- 
ters. I have found excelsior the best ma- 
terial for a winter mulch. It is light and 
fluffy and does not mat down. 

This winter covering should be re- 
moved very early in the spring to pre- 
vent premature growth. When the cov- 
ering is taken off, the plants should 
be firmed down if they are loose. On 
older, established clumps, do a “spring 
cleaning” job as early as possible, re- 
moving the old withered foliage from 
the previous year. By doing this, one 
minimizes the chance of infestation from 
the iris borer. 


Centrol of Iris Borer 


The iris borer hatches in the spring 
when the ground temperature reaches 
70° F, usually about May 1 in the 
vicinity of New York City. The borer 
pierces the iris foliage as a small worm 
and gradually grows in size by feeding 
on the succulent new foliage within the 
sheath of the leaf. If not eliminated, 
will gradually work itself down into the 
rhizome and consume a large portion of 

(Continued on next page) 
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Rid Your Lawn Of 
CRAB GRASS 


QUICKLY __ 
WITH KELLY 
CRAB GRASS RAKE 


PAT. PER 
New “hinge-action” rake with two 
sets of locking teeth pulls out crab 
grass and other weeds by the roots. 
Harmlessto regular lawn grass. Four 
foot handle allows rake to work flat 
on the ground—no stooping. Small 
enough to handle easily—can’t over- 
load.Sturdy enough to get the tough- 
est root. Eliminates messy, uncertain 
weed killers. Saves time, money, and 


labor. Order today. nly $2.00 
Money-back guarantee. Postpaid, 
Mig. by MAYBRUN MFG.CO, 
2250 N. Clybourn Ave., Chicago 14, Ill. 








Rabbit Scat 





YN NAIL Pots 


Keep rabbits out of your garden! Effective through 
several storms. Simply scatter the RABBIT SCAT 
powder around your garden to save your plants. 

RABBIT SCAT: 


DG, co sccsceseceassees ces edosse8s . $1.00 
oS hike Receeeeens aie eibews eae. case Te 
5 _ (for SORtteTIMG) . .ccccccccscvece 8.00 
bs. G3 Dinos 0006 :eeewensne and 10.00 
DOG ‘Nt CAT SCAT: 
eliiks nn poadasaueedoemaen $1.00 
FREE~ to all readers of. this magazine, a gift of 


RAINBOW-GRO or MICROBEX with gach purchase 

of RABBIT SCAT or DOG 'N’ CAT SCAT. 
RAINBOW-GRO is a _ soluble B.. food with 

trace elements, hormones, and root. growth helps. 
MICROBEX is a new wonder preparation which 

reduces leaves and plant refuse to usable fertilizer 

in thirty days and innoculates the soil with microbes, 
State your choice of the gift 

Buy from your dealer, seed catalog, or direct from: 


GARDEN CHEMICAL CO. 
3101 Ludlow Street Phila. 4, Pa. 














AURATUM LILY BULBS 


October Delivery—(Catalog on Request) 
Esperanza Seedling Strain 
POPULAR COLOR 
COLLECTION OFFER 


6 bulbs (Flowering 12 bulbs, Giovorting 


Size) ize 
One of each color Two of each color 
1 Gold 2 Gold 
1 White 2 White 
1 Pictum 2 Pictum 
1 Pastel 2 Pastel 
1 Red 2 Red 
1 Spectacular 2 Spectacular 


6 bulbs for $8.00 12 bulbs for $15.00 


funds but deduct 10% for 
Do NOT use post office 


Remit in U.S. 
Exchange premium. 
money orders. 


We arrange for your import permit. 


ESPERANZA LILY GARDENS 


Langley Prairie, B. C., Canada 
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=e 2 (Continued from page 55) 
ee AE WEE & WN N¢ <a, 
SWAPS] [Ebb Pe OU OS 
- ata Ma ere ceN % Z it while attaining its full size of close 
& A hg Ae Mite to two inches by mid-July. F. W. Cassebeer selects ... 
ae . # The iris borer first becomes noticeable ° ° 
' ; a pine Top Iris of Low Price 
6 ¥ di when the new inside shoots of leaves show 
| heed Bae Bed be / pf a serrated edges with a slimy exudation. The following iris range in price from 
OE lee WE A & In its early stages the borer can be 40 cents to $3.00. 
: iei killed by pressing the foliage between 
New plastic row or plant tag. No tieing. yi os oa ff Great Lakes, light lavender-blue 
Snaps on plants. As a row marker, the thumb and forefinger or cutting © 
impervious to weather. Write on it the infected leaf between the point where NIGH _— rich bitone purple 
: : he borer is working and the t f the Ora Kata, bright yellow 
with ink, pencil or crayon. Order now! the borer 1s working and the top of the ; 
6 INCHES for $2.60 rhizome. Sometimes it is possible to ex- Katy, light yellow 
IGH ‘ BRor 
oe 12 for 25¢ - Gross tor . | tricate the borer from between the leaves Snow VELVET, white 
Send cash with order-we ship postpaid with the point of a knife. However, the TIFFANJA, cream sanded with brown 
Patent best defense against this pest is a good PRAIRIE SUNSET. pink blend 
So weet ene | hat Se sere Oe pee ee Pee pink bler 
For 1285 Cook Avenue olensive. aS OF Gray Fee Se Gypsy, gold and maroon bicolor 
LAKEWOOD 7, OHIO early we the peng, * about 10-day avd VIoLET SymMpHony, violet mauve 
vals, with a good insecticide, preferably ce Milas ce 
pte an . ‘ei MuLsBerry Rose, magenta 
one containing DDT. Several combina- ; 
: con cacs : E_mour, huge _ red-violet 
tion insecticide-fungicides are now avail- 
‘ E is RANGER, rose red 
able which will control the iris borer and : ' a 
owe ; LOUVOIS, Orownish maroon 
. iris diseases. 
Pitzonka’s Pansies are lovelier this is disease 
season than ever before. For old Disease Control 


favorite varictics as well as new 


varictics try this seed mixture. One of the most troublesome of the 








PITZONKA’S PRIZE SEED MIXTURE 


Wy ORia sk co ccccce $2.00 ppd. 
Here are some choice varieties and col- 
ors to add sparkle to your collection. 


iris diseases is bacterial soft rot, which 
attacks the rhizome itself and is char- 
acterized by a soft, foul-smelling decay. 
It may be caused by some injury to the 


densely matted clumps and, if allowed to 
go unchecked, defoliates the plants. All 
three of these diseases can usually be 


remedied by more frequent replanting 














Giant White —pure white $1.00 ea. : ack -ainace 2X CeSSIV : : ° ; . 
Lake of Thun—ultramarine blue. for plant, lack of drainage or by eExcessiV€ — and by dusting with a combination insec- 
Blue Boy—soft, silvery lilac | 2 or. use of chemical fertilizers. When it oc- 


rae ' ‘ag : f the rhi ticide-fungicide early in the spring. These 
iant Yellow—pure primrose yellow urs > cave tions > Z > - 4 
$2.00 for '/s2 ot. curs, the decayed portions of the rhizome — diseases are seldom a threat to properly 


fer complete tet of should be cut off promptly and the open 


Pitzonka’s fine seed One packet of each of these four varieties ef : ‘ cared for iris. 
varieties send 10c in and colors . $4.50 cut disinfected with such preparations 
in. For new Pansy and Perennial Catalogs ee on Mies eee cs ee " . 
cole, sgt pe + gee as Fermate or Phygon. If a considerable (Qyltivation of Iris 


portion of a clump is affected, it is often 
necessary to dig up the whole clump and 
replant the sound rhizomes after they 
have been disinfected. 

There are kinds of leafspot, fungus 
and bacterial, which, while they do not 
actually destroy a plant, often disfigure 


PITZONKA’S 
PANSY FARM 


Box 170 


Cultivation around bearded iris in the 
spring should be very shallow to avoid 
injury to the fibrous roots, which are usu- 
ally near the ground surface. It should 
be done only to keep down weeds. After 
the flowering season is over, remove old 





Bristol, Pa. 






















a. the iris foliage and thereby reduce the flower stalks by cutting them off flush 
Gardens, Shrubs, etc. size of the rhizomes. Another iris disease with the tops of the rhizomes at ground 





_ = Dogs and rabbits stay 
€, ~~ ~away from anything 
wids ..t\ Sprayed with amazing 
Liquid Chaperone. Just spray on. 
Won't wash off. You don’t smell it; 
dogs detest it and stay away. Harm- 
less. Money-Back Guarantee. 
SEND NO MONEY. Order your 8-oz. 
bottle C.O.D, $1 plus postage, or 
send $1 bill at our risk and we’ll pay postage. 
For indoors, use Powder Chaperone. Keeps dogs 
off chairs, rugs, ete. Just shake on. Harmless to 
pets and finest furniture. Shaker package, only $1. 
Chaperone Dog Cleaning Powder cleans better 
than water. No fuss. Giant shaker pkg. $1. 
Sudbury Laboratory, Box 262, S$. Sudbury, Mass. 
Dealers Write for Special Offer 


is mustard seed fungus, which is closely 
allied to a similar disease found in del- 
phiniums. It usually occurs only in 


level. This permits light and air to 
penetrate the clump and helps to keep 
it in a healthy growing condition. 





A New 1930 [ris 


Thotmes II 








This golden tan iris is named for an 
Egyptian pharaoh who sent an expedi- 
tion into Syria to collect plants. A 
gigantic iris (40 inches tall), it has 
a light bronze beard, broad falls, a 
heavy texture. Cooley’s Gardens, Silver- 
ton, Ore., introduced the Tobacco Road 
iris eight years ago. Since then their 
Kleinsorge brown tones—deep browns, 
pale tans and sultry blends—have be- 
come well known. 


Save-the- 
Redwoods 


Send 10 cents each for these 
attractively illustrated pam- 
phiets: “A Living Link in 
History,” by John C. Mer- 
riam... “Trees, Shrubs and 
. Flowers of the Redwood 
Region,” by Willis L. Jepson.... “The Story 
Told by a Fallen Redwood,” by Emanuel 
Fritz ... “Redwoods of the Past,”” by Ralph 
W. Chaney. All four pamphlets free to new 
members—send $2 for annual membership 
(or $10 for contributing membership). 


SAVE-THE-REDWOODS LEAGUE 
250 Administration Building, 
University of California, Berkeley 4, Calif. 
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July Pointers 


(Continued from page 37) 


are In actuve growth. This material kills, 
not by contact, but by absorption. The 
plant takes it in through the leaves. 
Traveling through the plant, it reaches 
the roots. More than one application 
will be needed where weeds are thick. If 
you use it on your lawn apply a com- 
bination of 2,4-D and fertilizer. Grass 
is temporarily checked by 2.4-D; there- 
fore, the fertilizer helps stimulate grass 
growth. 

Poison ivy can be eradicated now. The 
best method is the use of ammonium 
sulphate. An_ effective weed control 
measure, as well as a way of eon- 
serving moisture, is the use of a mulch. 
See the article on the use of aluminum 
foil as a mulch on page 28. 


Spraying 


For an effective all-purpose safe spray, 
use the new Methoxychlor, described in 
the May Flower Grower. It has a wide 
range of effectiveness. 

Blackspot and mildew on roses come 
in for attention this month. Fine dust- 
ing sulphur or one of the other good 
fungicides will give control if used 
systematically. 

Coniferous evergreens, especially those 
planted near buildings in a hot, dry 
atmosphere, are often subject to an at- 
tack by the red spider mite. Use sul- 
phur. Do not, dust when the temperature 
is around 80° or burning will result. 
A succession of applications of Black 
Leaf 40 and soap will check this pest 
whose presence is made known by a 
browning of the foliage. 

Ants, too, are troublesome. Sprinkle 
sulphur or naphthalene flakes in the areas 
they frequent. Dust or spray gladiolus 
with a DDT preparation against thrip 
infestation. 

If your lawn has bent grass, you may 
get a chinch bug attack. Its presence 


is shown by brown-colored areas. Apply 
DDT under pressure and direct it at the 
outer rim of the brown areas where the 
insect is at work. 


Dahlias can now take all the feed- 
ing you can give them. Apply 5-10-5 in 
a 2-inch band around each plant of the 
larger-flowering type. Wood ashes make 
a good fertilizer because of the potash 
content and help make good stems and 
roots. Cultivate after applying the ferti- 
lizer and water thoroughly, Dahlias can 
take a lot of water now. The soil-soaking 
method is better than sprinkling. See 
the Watering Guide on page 40. Wet the 
soil a foot deep; this will last more than 
a week, 

Many dahlia plants are now setting 
buds. In order to get large blooms, 
remove all the side buds along the stems. 
At the top there are usually three ter- 
minal buds. Select the best and pinch 
off the other two. Keep the plants tied 
to their supports. The pompon and 
similar types are usually not disbudded. 
Dwarf-flowering ones like Coltness Gem 
are allowed to grow and bloom at will. 


Chrysanthemums 


These, too, demand the best in culture. 
Fertilizer applications are in order now, 
as well as watering. Keep insects under 
control by spraying with Methoxychlor. 
If any of the leaf diseases show up, spray 
at once with Bordeaux mixture, follow- 
ing the directions on the package. You 
can make this effective against insects 
too by mixing in Black Leaf 40 at the 
rate of 114 teaspoonsful to a gallon of 
the mixture. 

This is about the right time to give 
the last pinching to the outdoor mums 
that bloom in late October. Merely re- 
move the growing tips of the shoots. ~ 





Mr. and Mrs. P. J. MeKenna 


projects aplenty in the country. 





Meet the McKennas 


Patrick J. and A. Brohmer McKenna— 
co-authors of Flower Grower’s Watering 
Guide on pages 40-41—are a busy New 
York couple. He’s a practical horticul- 
turist and garden consultant, as well as 
a teacher, lecturer and writer. She 
majored in natural science, now teaches 
art at Hunter College in New York. 
They maintain a garden and green- 
house in the city, fruit and vegetable 











SPECIAL COLLECTION 
.¢ DUTCH IRIS... 


4 Four Splendid Named Varieties 
Dark Blue . . . White 
Y 3 Aas Light Blue . . . Yellow 













8 each, 4 varieties 
32 bulbs $2.00 
25 each, 4 varieties 
100 bulbs $5.85 


MAILED PREPAID at proper planting time 
o 
Couleys strong, large bulbs are sure 


to grow and are guaranteed to bloom 


Send for our 22nd amd COMPLETE 
BULB CATALOG fully illustrated in 


color, including new varieties of Dutch Iris. 


lossom “Farm 
ULB GROWERS OVER 20 YRS. 
Box 386-A, Eugene, Oregon 














ORCHID PLANTS 


If you have a “Green Thumb” 
why not try an orchid plant? 
Finest quality seedlings and 
flowering size plants. 


Correspondence Invited 


L. SHERMAN ADAMS COMPANY 


Orchid Hybridists 
Growers and Importers 


WELLESLEY 81, MASSACHUSETTS 


















LAWN VALET 
(Garden Hose Holder) 





For PLANTS... 
and PLEASURE 


Replaces awkward sprinklers. 
Can be picked up and moved 
or adjusted for any eleva- 
tion, direction or type of 
spray — from behind — 
without shutting off water! 
Pointed steel rod. Choice of Aluminum or Red, Blue, 
Yellow, Green or White. Ideal for Play Shower. 
ORDER NOW, specifying 
choice. Only $3.50 POST- 
PAID (if C.0.D., postage 


and fee extra). . 
CLAYTON INDUSTRIES 


Dept. J Box 2595 
ST. LOUIS 2, MO. 
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IRIS COLLECTIONS 
9 for $10.00 
select 3 from each group 
Ranger, Blue Shimmer, Gypsy Baron, 
Daybreak, Melody Lace, Mexico. 
All 6 for $5.00, 1 of each 
Blue Rhythm, Chantilly, Francelia, 
Bryce Canyon, Firecracker, Redward. 
All 6 for $9.00, 1 of each 
Casa Moreno, Cloud Castle, Three Oaks, 
Katherine Fay, Master Charles, Lady Mohr 
All 6 for $7.00, 1 of each. 


SCHMELZER’S GARDEN 


601 So. Division St. Walla Walla, Wash. 

















Drape It with Clematis 


(Continued from page 33) 


ful of ground limestone should be incor- 
porated. The roots should be spread out 
and down, the plant set so that the 
crown is 2 or 3 inches below the sur- 
face, the soil packed firmly around and 
watered in. 


Muleh for Coolness 


After the plants are well up, a mulch 
should be applied to keep the roots 
damp and cool. From then on, the plants 
may be left to look after themselves, 
provided the soil is not allowed to get 
dry. They are little troubled by insect 
enemies and subject to few diseases, al- 
though. sometimes a plant will be struck 
by stem rot or wilt. The point of infection 
is near the surface of the soil, but the at- 
tacked stem begins to wilt from the top. 
It should’ be cut out and the remainder 
of the plant sprayed with a plant disin- 
fectant. 


Choosing Clematis 


In deciding which type of clematis 
to grow, there is plenty of room for 
choice. Of the many species. C. PATENS 
is about the earliest, the kindred C. 
FLORIDA just a little later, and among 





Roche 
The flowers of C. Lawsoniana, a deli- 
cate rose purple clematis with dark- 
er veinings, may be 6 inches across. 


their varieties are the delightful double 
white Duchess oF EpinpurGH, the pop- 
ular blue Ramona, the light blue dou- 
ble BELLE oF WoxKiNnc. and Epouarp 
Derossé with very large deep mauve 
flowers. The largest flowered species is 
C. LANUGINOSA, one of the parents from 
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which most of the magnificent and uni- 
versally admired hybrids have been bred. 
The first of these was developed by Eng- 
lish plantsmen about a century ago, and 
in 1863 George Jackman & Sons, then of 
Kensington, now of Woking. Surrey, in- 
troduced what is still the leading clem- 
atis, the great C. JACKMANI with rich 
purple sepals set off by pale green 
stamens. Another of the best, though 
with one parent different, is C. HENRYI, 
bred by Anderson Henry of Edinburgh, 
with large creamy white flowers, very 
lovely but somewhat susceptible to wilt. 
The mauve pink Netty Moser, from 
France, the rose purple LAWSONIANA, the 
plum-colored Lorp NeviLLe, the pale 
lavender W. FE. GLapstone and_ the 
bright red Crimson KiNé are also among 
the best known members of this dis- 
tinguished group. Some clematis experts 
regard C. JACKMANI as being now a 
species in its own right, and color varia- 
tions of it may be found in red C. J. 
RUBRA, violet purple C. J. SUPERBA and 
others. 


Other Species 


A quite different species, and a very 
attractive one, is the sweet autumn clem- 
atis, C. PANICULATA, on which, as _ its 
botanical name indicates. the flowers are 
borne in panicles, white and fragrant, 
blooming in late summer and fall and 
then leaving a floriferous appearance 
with a mass of feathery plumes from 
their seeds. Among the native American, 
small-flowered species. the most famil- 
iar is the woodbine, C. virGINIANA. which 
also blossoms in panicles and will ram- 
ble at great length over almost anything. 
With solitary flowers—that is, not in 
panicles, though plentiful—are the scar- 
let clematis, C. TEXENsIS. a short vine 
with bell-shaped flowers, the golden 
clematis, C. TANGUTICA, and the curly 
clematis, C. crispa, a short climber six 
or eight feet long, with fragrant bluish 
purple flowers of the bluebell type. This 
last is one species which seems adapted 
to acid soil and it can be effectively used 
to stray around a rock garden. 


Pruning Tips 


These varying kinds, both species and 
hybrids, are usually grouped according 
to whether they flower on old or new 
stems and their consequent pruning re- 
quirements, after the first year or two 
of growth. The patens group bloom on 
old wood, which means that only weak 
or dead tips and stems are to be re- 
moved, preferably when the plants are 





fine 





dormant. The lanuginosa group, includ- 
ing jackmani, similarly bloom from buds 
set on the previous year’s growth; prun- 
ing after this first flowering is over will 
induce stronger current growth, giving 
more flowers for the early fall. Hybrids 
developed from C. TEXENSIs and a large- 
flowered species, such as the pretty 
DucHEss OF ALBANY, with rose pink, 


McFarland 
This will 
solitary golden blooms over your wall 
in June and again in the autumn, Its 


clematis, C. tangutica, fling 


tendrils may climb as high as 10 feet. 


half-opened bell flowers, bloom on new 
wood and are cut back to about eighteen 
inches in early spring. 


Various Forms 


In addition to the climbers, clematis 
presents itself in other forms. from the 
prostrate C. GENTIANOIDES and C. ko- 
REANA to the semi-climbing C. recta, of 
which the variety MANDSHURICA, with 
white, fragrant flowers in panicles, is 
the most attractive. Intermediate be- 
tween these extremes is the tube clematis, 
C. HERACLEAEFOLIA, best known in its 
variety DavipiANa, which stands 
erect to about four feet, bearing clusters 
of bright blue, sweetly scented flowers. 
and is well worthy of a place in the 


herbaceous border. The late J. E. 
Spingarn, remembered as America’s 
greatest clematis grower, crossed this 


variety with C, viraLBa, the Traveller’s 
Joye of England, and got the pleasant 
hybrid C. yourntaNa, a half-climber to 
about six feet, with fragrant bluish white 
flowers in panicles. 

The photographs on this page and on 
pages 32 and 33 give some idea of the 
wide variety of clematis flower forms now 
available to the gardener. Any of them 
will be worth having in your garden. 
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Pansies to Please You 
(Continued from page 31) 


amount of moisture is crucial. If the 
soil dries out, even for a short period, 
many sprouting plants may be killed. 
Shading the bed with a piece of burlap 
or sheeting gives protection from scorch- 
ing sun and searing winds. Place this 
covering directly over the seed bed. As 
soon as the seedlings begin to come up, 
raise the covering to shade them; when 
the plants are growing well, remove the 
canopy completely. 

Keep the bed weeded and thin the 
plants if they are crowding each other. 
You can leave the pansies in the seed bed 
until spring, or for earlier blooms, you 
can transplant the seedlings when they 
have their third or fourth leaves to their 
permanent location in the garden. Try 
to move them just before or after a rain. 
Take up a generous ball of soil with the 
roots, and reset in good-sized holes. 

To avoid as much shock as _ possible, 
water each transplanted plant with one 
cupful of a “starter” solution. (Dissolve 
3 to 4 tablespoonsful of a complete com- 
mercial fertilizer in a gallon of water 
several hours before using.) If there 
is much wilting, shade the plants with 
inverted baskets or hotkaps. 

Pansies will grow in semi-shade or 
will even tolerate full shade, but for best 
results, plant them in a sunny spot. 
Work humus and fertilizer into the soil. 
so that it is a rich, porous loam. 

Do your transplanting during Septem- 
ber or, at the latest. the first part of 
October, so that the plants have a chance 
to become ‘well established before cold 
weather. By the time cold weather comes. 
the seedlings will be husky plants with 
lush, deep green foliage and perhaps a 
bud or two. If given a light. loose mulch, 
the pansies will live over the winter well. 
Since the leaves stay green, this covering 
should be salt hay, evergreen boughs or 
any other material which will not pack 
down and smother the plants. If your 
pansies are in a coldframe, cover with 
the sash for the winter, but raise it on 
warm days to give some ventilation. 


As soon as the first warm days of 
spring have melted the snows, the pan- 
sies will be pushing up through the 
mulch. Remove the covering and in no 
time at all they will be turning their gay, 
laughing faces to the sun. 

Pick them often for cheerful little 
bouquets or as bright lapel corsages to 
accent your spring suit; they'll bloom 
all the more—until hot weather scorches 
them. By watering the plants thoroughly. 
you may be able to keep some of them 
until fall. When cooler weather starts. 
cut back some foliage to stimulate bloom. 
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guaranteed cavity treatment 
For Your Crees 


Any opening or wound in a tree 
which permits the entrance of mois- 
ture and fungus diseases promotes 
decay and should be treated as soon 
as discovered. But play safe... 
depend on Bartlett cavity treatment, 
exclusively providing you with Flex- 
ifil, Bartlett Heal Collar, and other 
Bartlett developments that are part 
of our guaranteed cavity service. Re- 
member that a Bartlett guaranteed 
cavity treatment protects you as well 
as your tree. 


AMERICA'S TREES ARE WORTH SAVING 













roo 


The Bartlett W: 








B ARTLETT OFFICES FROM MAINE TO THE CAROLINAS, 
Write to Dept. F-7 FROM THE EAST COAST TO MISSISSIPPI. 
for a copy of our TREE EXPERTS HOME OFFICE ce STAMFORD, CORR. 
circular “Scientific NO OTHER COMPANY PROVIDES SO MANY SCIENTIFICALLY-PROVED 
Cavity Treatment” © METHODS AND MATERIALS FOR THE CARE AMD PROTECTION OF SHADE TREES 











IRIS ""s /... PEONIES 


Guess of the weslife Gnent TREE PEONIES: A few choice varieties 


REMEMBRANCE—Pink ............ 1.00 still available for fall delivery. 
GOLDEN FLEECE—Ruffled lemon..... 1.00 
SABLE—Rich black velvet.......... 1.00 HERBACEOUS PEONIES: A very fine 
Oca MORENA--fupe’ brown: eo. My stock, classified as to season of bloom, 
THE ADMIRAL—iIntense blue... . . 1.00 in the various colors and types. 
Catalog Value. $7.50 Catal ‘ 
For Only $4.50 Postpaid ee et ee 


FREE—RANGER (value $2.) if you pay express. 


Write for FREE CATALOG in color. 
SYLLMAR GARDENS OBERLIN PEONY GARDENS 


12982 Borden Ave. San Fernando, Calif. Dept. T Sinking Spring, Penna. 








New De Graaff 
LILIES 


The sensational new hybrids you have read 
about in leading national magazines. For 
a complete listing of these most recent 


Pansies 


You’ll be astonished to 
yey see what marvels can 
bloom from seed gruwn 
and harvested with 100% 

















qoatioas, sie the Wels. MOST loving hand labor. Every parent pains- 
R 2NS 3 TIN and the ki ylv ¢ ~ y ‘ ie 
best of the NEW HEMEROCALLIS send oe re gloom nee for a eomeaseitage wen 
for our beautifully illustrated 52 page erful germination; immense flowers. 
catalog. Trial Pkt. CLARKES HYBRIDS...... $1.00 
V7 Ya YY, g Illustrated catalog free. 

Box 38 F Boring, Oregon 

Where irises bloom every month of the year. Box 440-F Clackamas, Oregon 











me me me me = = COUPON FOR YOUR MAGAZINE DEALER™ = == == = % 





DID YOU BUY YOUR COPY OF FLOWER GROWER 
FROM YOUR LOCAL MAGAZINE DEALER? 


That’s a good idea, glad you did. Why not fill in this coupon, 
attach $3.00 and give it to your newsdealer, so you can be a regular 


subscriber? 





Yes, | want FLOWER GROWER sent directly to my home every month. J 
I am attaching $3.00 for a full 12 month subscription. 
IED ES. Sica cae hice Wa benwe tua alpsisalird de be peak ee UR ioe ke Wee 1 
BEANE onic ceh ec ekaeeeeeaseknscntnnes tadceecnenedendccbaresassadnaeanbes 
eS bas cen baa ebes ce tes awe eerie be BONG S 5 kses ec vecaweuwe en 


Give this coupon to your local magazine dealer or mail to FLOWER GROWER, Albany 1, N. Y. 1 











TINE COMPLETE PLANT FOOD 
f 


NATURE’S FORMULA 


for complete 
plant nutrition 
Saratoga Laboratories Soil 
Scientists have put into 
water soluble Trace-L 
every element that growing 
things need for steady 
growth and vigorous health 
15 essential Trace 
elements in accurate, guar- 
anteed amounts. 


I lb. makes 100 gals.— 
feeds 5,000 sq. ft. 


ist 
Apply it regularly with watering can or spray- , eg aa 

ing device on lawns, flowers, shrubs and 
shade trees. Safe ... economical. At your 
dealer’s 1 Ib. $1, half pound 65¢. Saratoga 
Laboratories, Inc., 60 E. 42nd Street, N. Y. C. 
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The author’s granddaughter stands on a single platter of this giant waterlily. If 
the load is evenly distributed, fully-developed pads will bear a 150-pound weight. 





















a eres a Lily Boat 


STOP DRIP 


caused from condensation 

on cold water pipes. Turn 

idle basement space into 

play or work rooms. Keep 

store rooms dry. Just wrap 

cork-filled NoDrip Tape 6 

around pipes and joints. Do 

r it yourself. Clean and easy 
to apply. Roll T 

covers about 10 feet of 2” pipe, i 


$1.69. Higher west of Rockies and 


I) 1 
NO nu Canada. Get at Hardware, De- 
i . @ =) > partment Stores, or 


sent postpaid 
Write for free circular. J, W. 
MORTELL CO., 527 Burch St., 


PT at 
/ F inths 


¢ 
‘ |! f GIANT water-platter lily may be a bit too large for your lily pool, 
Speci? ‘| or 






By GEORGE H. PRING 
Superintendent, Missouri Botanical Garden 





Photos courtesy Missouri Botanical Garden 


but you can grow a small specimen in a half-barrel. It all depends 
upon the amount of soil you give the roots. 








Graceful spikes of heavenly blue . . . ° ° : 
bells. Bloom profusely; long-lasting. To accommodate a full-grown plant of this lily boat, Victoria cruziana, 
Wonderful to cut; exquisite natural . . 

ized. Big value at 10 for 25¢, post which often has eight or ten leaves as large as 6 feet across, you would 


paid. Send now. No C.O.D.’s Please ° ° : : : 
“neal need a pool at least 20 feet in diameter, allowing a cubic yard of soil 


for each plant: Even though the leaves of the smaller lilies are not strong 
enough to bear your weight, the miniature blooms are just as lovely. The 


FREE! FALL BULB CATALOG 


in color, giving many money-saving 
bulb bargains. Ready now. 


VAN BOURGONDIEN BROS. 








Inc., Dept. 556, Babylon, N. Y. lily is night-blooming, the flowers a pure white the first night, later turning 
pink. The older flowers have a pineapple fragrance. 

if you were to visit the Missouri Botanical Garden in St. Louis, Mis- 

. All ALS. award souri, in late summer or early fall, you would see at least 75 round pads of 

winners worth $6.45 this giant water-platter lily. The leaves are scattered over the pool’s surface 

for $4 00 like a flotilla oi fairy boats, moored by long stems to the submerged roots. i 

. Late in the day, buds floating just above the surface unfold, forming blos- 

City of Lincoin — Yellow Sable—Near Black soms a foot or more in diameter. Flowers, stems and leaves are all armed 
A — — we & with dagger-like spines. 

Golden Spike—Yellow a ee The lily platters are as buoyant as they look. The top edges are upturned; 


The Red Douglas— Red 


a tit-can “Lane = on the underside, the leaf is a honeycomb of air cells contained in thick 

OS EE ee ee ae veins radiating from its center. The framework of veins will sustain a 

Write today. great weight; fully-developed pads will support 150 pounds, provided the 
WARNER IRIS GARDENS load is evenly distributed. 

Dept. F Grandview, Washington 
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Here is the blossom opening at the end of the day. Daggerlike spines protect it. 


The buoyant platters are supported by a framework of ribs and spongy air cells. 





You can grow this giant waterlily, Victoria cruziana, in a small pool if you 


limit the amount of soil given the roots. The plants can be started indoors. 


The problem of the Victoria cruziana is essentially an engineering prob- 
lem in machine design: to produce the maximum amount of strength with 
the minimum amount of material. The supporting ribs, large and heavy 
where they are attached to the stem, gradually taper toward the edge as 
the strain becomes less and less. A study of the ribs in cross-section shows 
that they are practically hollow tubes, each a mere shell of hard tissue 
filled with a light, spongy mass of cells. This hollow tube is much stronger 
than a solid column made from the same amount of material would be. 

This giant water-platter lily was first described in 1801 by the botanist 
Haenke, who was sent by the Spanish government to investigate the flora 
of Bolivia. He is reported to have seen from his canoe in the marshes 
along the river Mamoré, one of the tributaries of the Amazon, a flower so 
unusual that he fell on his knees in admiration. Ten years later, another 
botanist, Bonpland, discovered the same plant near the town of Corrientes, 
Argentina. This plant was named V. cruziana in honor of General Santa 
Cruz. The two species are nearly identical, but V. cruziana is handled 
somewhat more easily in St. Louis, since it is native to the comparatively 
cooler Southern habitant, 27° latitude. Henry Shaw was one of the first to 
introduce the plant to the West at the Missouri Botanical Garden. 

In 1836 Schomburgk found the giant lily in British Guiana and sent 
several specimens of it back to Kew Gardens. In 1849, after many failures, 
the flowering of this lily under cultivation was (Continued on next page) 
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SPECIAL OFFER! 


Shipped 
postpaid 


Amazing value! All strong, 
pot-grown plants, shipped 
with soil on roots, ready 
to bloom soon. Double 
and semi-double varieties 
. » » red, white, pink, or 
assorted. 


100 for $17.00 
(Express prepaid) 





Unusual, Scented-Leaf 


FREE 
es Te ania GERANIUMS, 8 for $2 
plete list... Rose, Lemon, Mint, Spice, etc. 
168 varieties of (Try a teaf in glass of apple 
geraniums. jelly for new flavor.) Descrip- 








tion of plants in Free List. 


WILSON BROS.  £,2;,80%.48 4. 




















MAKES WEEDS 
DISAPPEAR 


wecvniin LIKE MAGIC! 


Si Now you can kill weeds al- 
: most as easily as waving a 
magic wand. For Hammond’s 
WEED KILLER kills out 
stubborn weeds, poison ivy, 
wild grass, etc., when sprin- 
kled on driveways, in fence 
corners, over stone walls, etc. 

And it’s so economical too! Just mix with 40 parts 
water and apply to infested area. Saves hours and 
hours of back-breaking toil. Remember that! It’s 
your reason for insisting on genuine Hammond's 
WEED KILLER. Quart can only 70¢. Goes far. 
Works wonders. At your dealer’s or direct. Send for 
free Weed Killer folder. Write today. Hammond 
Paint & Chemical Co., 313-75 Ferry St., Beacon, N. Y. 







HAMMOND’S 


WEED KILLER 



















THANK YOU! 


for your part in a suc- 
cessful season, just clos- 
ing. My regular customers 
will receive my fall list, 
also my 1951 catolog 
later. 


If YOU are not now on 
my list, drop me a card. 
You will be pleased, even 
amazed, at the large list 
of fine varieties in the 
best gladiolus catalog 
ever published. 


Champlain View Gardens 
ELMER GOVE, Box 45 
BURLINGTON, VERMONT 

















RARE TROPICAL PLANTS 


Hoya Carnosa Variegata..............+.. 75¢ 
Mexionn Flame Vine... cccoccvccoccegscccecs 50¢ 
5 Hibiscus—assorted colors.............6-0. 2.00 
SD SED v.n.i0n000.s0000000800088008000 50¢ 
Dracaena GodseMane ......ccccsscvccccccces 75¢ 
Philodendron Dubium-Cut leaf ........... -- 1.50 
SPO, GN oo cesecesccdsocedes ee 
Ficus Pandurata-Fiddle leaf rubber.... .... 3.50 


CASH WITH ORDER PLEASE 


Illustrated Catalog describing 300 varieties 
25¢, Free with orders of 1.00 or more 







SHAFFER NURSERIES 
R te 4 Box 29 
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The SPRINKLER of SPRINKLERS 





Water falls like rain over rectangular 
areas of 1200 to 1800 sq. ft. with perfect 
distribution. No overlapping, no dry 
spots. Quickly adjustable to smaller 
areas. Driven by integral hydraulic 
motor, spray travels back and forth and 
may be set to trip at any angle to water 
right up to but not on sidewalks, house 
or other buildings. 


MARCH Automatic 
RAIN MAKER 


Uses less water, saves labor and lasts 
for years. By long odds the most effi- 
cient and versatile sprinkler ever built. 
4-wheel chassis for convenient handling. 
Attaches to ordinary garden hose. 
Thousands in use on golf courses, parks, 
cemeteries, estates and smaller home 
lawns and gardens. 1200 sq. ft. capacity 
—$35; 1800 sq. ft.—$45. Write for 
illustrated folder. Sold on MONEY 
BACK GUARANTEE. C.O.D. or ship- 
ping prepaid for cash with order. 
AVAILABLE NOW. 


MARCH AUTOMATIC IRRIGATION CO. 


BOX 218F 


MUSKEGON HEIGHTS, 


MICHIGAN 





SAVE TIME > EFFORT - MONEY 


POWERF 
MOTOR = 


STER “cz 


POWER MOWER 








It’s great fun to trim the lawn with the New MOW-MASTER. It saves 





dependable service. 


Improved 2'H.P. Power-Pak Engine furnishes surplus of smooth flowing 
power. You'll be money ahead if you buy a MOW-MASTER. See it at 


your nearest dealer. 


PROPULSION ENGINE CORPORATION DEPT. FG-7 


7th ST. AND SUNSHINE RD. 


time—it saves work and it mows everything. It is lighter than ever and 
handles like a dream. All metal rugged construction, good for years of 
Amazing New Grind-a-Leaf attachment pulverizes 
leaves and forms beneficial mulch around grass stems. 


This Valuable 
. ‘ 3 FREE 
on 
oor * Booklet 


’*POINTERS ON MAKING 
GOOD LAWNS” and our 
MOW-MASTER Literature 
will be sent to you upon 
request. 


KANSAS CITY 15, KANS. 








Do You Know About 
The Sensational New 
ELECTRIC LAWNMASTER 
Write TODAY for FREE Pamphlet F8 to:— 


ROSS & AMANN INC. 


Dept. F8 
420 Lexington Ave. New York 17, N. Y. 





DELPHINIUMS 


GIANT PACIFIC HYBRIDS 
(Mixed Colors) 25 for $2.50 prepaid 
Delp., Giant Pacific Hybrids 
Resected pkt. $1.00 
ROHBOCK SONS FLORAL INC. 
P. O. Box 218 Orem, Utah 























Lily Boat That Grows! 


(Continued from page 61) 


accomplished at Kew Gardens. This 
plant was described as Victoria regia in 
honor of Queen Victoria. From the Kew 
Gardens stock the plant was distributed 
to gardens in Europe, Asia and America. 

Victorias should not be planted outside 
until the temperature is about 75°-80° F. 
This is usually about June 1 in St. Louis. 
Plenty of root room and free use of ma- 
nure are essential to bring the plant to 
giant proportions in eight weeks. When 
planted in natural ponds, as at the Mis- 
souri Botanical Garden, an area of 100 
square feet should be outlined and cov- 
ered with 2 inches of cow manure or 1 
ounce per cubic foot of inorganic manure, 
spaded under at least a foot and mounded 
slightly at the center of the pool. 

When these waterlilies are planted out- 
side, the leaves are generally about a foot 
in diameter. As the stems develop, they 
should be pegged to prevent the leaves 
being torn during windstorms. 

Since the season for the giant water- 
platter lily outdoors is only four months, 
the seed pods seldom ripen in the pool. 
After the first light freeze they should be 
cut off the plant and placed in a tub of 
water in a greenhouse. Use leather gloves 
or forceps, for the pods are more spiny 
than cacti. The water in the tub should be 
changed before it becomes black and 
putrid. When the seeds are free from 
the pod and show a light yellow color, in 
about two weeks’ time, they should be 
separated from the pulp by screening. 

Experiments ,have shown that seeds 
ripen more quickly when packed in a tin 
box between layers of fine, moist sand 
and kept at a temperature of 60° F. The 
box should be kept securely fastened, as 
rats and mice are fond of such farinace- 
ous seeds. Ripening seeds in this way has 
also been shown to hasten germination. 

Ripe seeds are about the size of a gar- 
den pea and are dark brown to black in 
color. They should be planted in shallow 
pans about March 1 to about twice their 
depth in half sand and half soil which has 
been screened through a 14-inch sieve. 


“The pans should then be submerged in a 


tank of water filled to a depth of 3 
inches above the tops of the pans and 
heated to 80° F. 

Within three to four weeks a needlelike 
shoot should appear. The next to come 
are a long lance-shaped submerged leaf 
and an ovate floating leaf. When two oval 
floating leaves have developed, the seed- 
lings should be separated and planted in 
3-inch pots in a mixture of 34 sod soil 
and 1%4 sand. To prevent the soil from 
washing out, put a piece of broken flower 
pot or a layer of moss in the bottom of 
each small pot. Sprinkle a 14-inch layer 
of sand on top of the soil after potting. 
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Daffodil Parade 


(Continued from page 47) 


period in June and early July. The large- 
trumpet varieties require more care and 
cultivation than any of the other narcis- 
sus; they are the only type that has 
decreased over a period of years. 

In naturalizing narcissus it seems to 
me best to mix the varieties before plant- 
ing rather than plant separate groups of 
given varieties. With a careful choice of 
varieties, the flowering period may be ex- 
tended over the whole area. The bulbs 
are broadcast and planted where they 
fall, thus avoiding all formal patterns 
and regular lines and attaining a pleasing 
naturalistic effect. When you plant nar- 
cissus in this manner in grassland. re- 
member that the grass cannot be cut be- 
fore early July. This insures sufficient 
time for proper ripening of the narcissus 
foliage and for the bulbs to take in all 
possible sustenance for next season. 

Reputable firms list narcissus bulb 
mixtures of varieties adapted to naturaliz- 
ing and wild garden planting. For our 
mixture we planned on 20 percent of the 
mixture being N. POETICUS RECURVUS to 
insure late blooms; 10 percent. N. PoE- 





In the August 
FLOWER GROWER 
New Lilies 
for the Garden 

















TICUS ORNATUS for early-flowering pheas- 
ant eye blooms: 10 percent. trumpet va- 
rieties of known vigor: and the remainder 
to be chosen from among the Barri, 
Leedsi and Incomparabilis narcissus. 
Also each year narcissus forced in the 
greenhouse for early use have been 
ripened off and added to the planting. 

In addition to N. POETICUS RECURVUS, 
other Poeticus narcissus which are suit- 
able for naturalizing are Homer and 
QUEEN OF ENGLAND. In the Tazetta hy- 
brids, LAURENS Koster. ORANGE Cup and 
Rep Guarp are worthy of inclusion. The 
Leedsi section includes such valuable va- 
rieties as SILVER STAR, QUEEN OF THE 
NortH, Daisy SCHAEFFER, Miss NETTIE 
O’MuLvANEY and Gertie MILLER. 

In the Barri group are showy flowers 
with short red cups and almost perfect 
petalage. If, when planting, you can give 
these the benefit of slight shade. the bril- 
liance of the red cups will be protected 
from scorching sun. This is a section I 
would not want to be without. Some of 
the worthwhile varieties are Lapy DIANA 
Manners, Nositiry, Atcipa. Firetain, 
DIANA KASNER and BRILLIANCE. 

The Incomparabilis section may be rep- 
resented by such grand varieties as BEr- 
NARDINO, Rep Cross, Lucinius. FRANCis 
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cus DRAKE, JOHN EveLynN, MACEBEARER 
and HE ros. 

Many of the large-trumpet varieties 
set the standard of perfection in their 
day. These include large yellow, yellow- 
and-white and pure white flowers. The 
varieties Emperor, Empress, VAN WAVER- 
ENS GIANT, Mrs. KReELAGE. SPRING 
Giory, THe First, and. last but not 
least, King ALFrrep will give wide color 
range. 

The modern narcissus hybrids are at 
their best planted in clumps in the her- 
baceous border. Use them as liberally 
through azalea and lilac borders, where 
they can benefit from some cultivation 
and a degree of fertilization not possible 
in a naturalistic planting. 

Try such top varieties as Lorp WELL- 
INGTON, BABYLON’s MAJestic, SOUVENIR, 
3EERSHEBA, RoxANeE and DuKeE oF Bep- 
FORD, among the large-trumpet hybrid 
narcissus; FORTUNE, SCARLET ELEGANCE, 
Kep Cross, AGRA and ReverREND A. M. 
BoyeNncA from the Incomparabilis sec- 
tion; CrowNnep- Beauty, SERAGLIO. 
S1rABO and TuHerapia from the Barri sec- 
tion. Make a place for the first variety to 
carry the color pink in a trumpet. Mrs. 
R. O. Backuouse. from the Leedsi sec- 
tion, and as a companion for it. WHITE 
Wuir-. Include double-flowered narcis- 
sus such as TwiNK and Mary Cope.anp. 
Reserve a special place for CHEERFUL- 
NEss, the only double in the poetaz group. 

For the rock garden enthusiast and the 
lover of miniature flowers. there is a 
group which includes N. TRIANDRUS and 
its hybrids, represented by the varieties 
QUEEN OF Spain, SHOT SILK. MOONSHINE 
and the unusual THALIA. a dainty pure 
white narcissus which produces three to 
four flowers on a stem. 

Also among the miniatures are N. 
CYCLAMINEUS and its hybrids such as 
Marcu SuNSHINE, Fepruary Gop and 
BeryL,. as well as N. BULBOCODIUM and 
its hybrid forms Citrinius and Conspic- 
cus. N. MoscuHatus and the smallest of 
all, N. minimus, bring life to the rock 
garden in the earliest days of spring. N. 
JONQUILLA has round rushlike foliage 
differing from the flat leaves of most 
narcissus. The true JONQUILLA SIMPLEX 
was at one time extensively planted in 
our southern states. A native of Spain, it 
does not thrive in our northern winter. 
A few of the jonquil hybrids with more 
stamina are worthy of trial. notably 
GOLDEN SCEPTRE and CHRYSOLITE. 

Select your narc’ssus judiciously now. 
Plant deeply in October. and enjoy their 
beauty from early March in the rock gar- 
den to the end of May in simple natural- 
istic plantings. 
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AFRICAN VIOLET 


a 


‘Gin 
$3.00 


We can fill your 
order immediate- 
ly and will in- 
clude Growing 
Hints to help 


White Girl you! 
A very choice new variety—the only seedling out 
of thousands grown which had a white flower and 
Blue-Girl-type foliage. A profuse bloomer with 
ornamental foliage that will earn its place as the 
most popular ‘‘white’’ when stock is more plenti- 
ful. Meanwhile—order now! $3.00. 
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AFRICAN <a eeisc2! fAck 


INDOW CARDENERS 
Your SEND FOR YOUR COPY OF 
$ BIG 24 PAGE 


VIOLET 


2? t. UP~ PosTPAID 
AND GUARANTEED 








Catalog 
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MRS, JENNIE SPOUTZ 
13310 STATE FAIR NO. 20 
DETROIT 5, MICH. 
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INSTANTLY 
IN THEIR NESTS 





Se ee 


Easily applied, 
kills a million 
ants for only 

39¢ 


Sold at drug, 
hardware and 
seed stores 
CYANOGAS ® 
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Grow BRAND'S 


_ world famous PRIZE STOCK 


and very finest hi-grade 


200T LILACS 
ROOT 
GORGEOUS IRIS @ NEW FLOWERING 
CRABS @ HARDY EARLY CHRYSANTHE- 
MUMS @ PERENNIALS @ ORNAMENTALS 


Our Catalog Offers Fine Selections at 
Reasonable Prices . . . Send For It Today! 
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134 134 E. Division St. Faribault, Minn. 








& ’ for gentle, easy, irrigating 










Always water properly with a feather- 

light 50” Waterwand. Protects ten- 
. der plants, holds top soil. So 
Clean and easy to use, too} 


At hardware, nursery, 


department stores $300 
a 


Belmont, California 














DAYLILY SPECIAL 


BARONET, red 

COMET, lemon & rose salmon bicolor 

DAUNTLESS, yellow 

DELIGHTFUL DUET, red & yellow bicolor 

D. D. WYMAN, deep, rich golden yellow 

GEORGE YELD, yellow brushed red 

HYPERION, yellow 

JOY RUSSELL, yellow 

LINDA, yellow & rosy pink shades 

—-~—y coppery orange & shaded 
crimson 

PURPLE WATERS, wine purple 

RAJAH, flame scarlet 

SERENADE, yellow & pink 

THERON, deep red 

WAU-BUN, cadmium yellow 


Select any * of the above prepaid in the 
S.A. for $4.50 


We grow over 1000 varieties of peonies on 
135. acres, over 600 varieties of iris on 
20 acres, over 200 varieties of Hemerocallis 
or daylilies on 5 acres and 40 acres of 
daffodils. 


Send for Big 48 Page Catalog with Color 


GILBERT H. WILD & SON 


Sarcoxie, Missouri 














New Type pengapidle ee 
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KILLS WEEDS and 
“Works” Strip 
4-inches Wide 
Meshed metal drum turns on an axle and 

breaks up clods and crusted or cracked sur- 

face; knife at back cuts weeds underground. 

Ideal for all gardens; especially valuable 

where middles are narrow and for working 

under over-hanging leaves. Very popular 
with flower growers and greenhouse opera- 
tors. 54” tubular steel handle. Handiest 
little garden tool—saves time, saves labor. 
If your dealer is out or does not handle 


these, order direct from our factory. Price 
$5.00. F.O.B. factory. Sent parcel post. 
Shipping weight 6 lbs. Order today. 


BARKER MFG. CO. Box 7 David City, Nebr. 


KILLS MOLES 


Money Back Guarantee 








RC No Traps—No Gas—No 
o s Harm to domestic animals 
S:: birds. Force’s Mole 

; Killer Pellets are com- 

pounded from the mole’s 

natural food. True mole 

food scent attracts and 

will positively destroy 

large numbers of moles. 

KILL the breeding stock 


before they multiply. 

WRITE for NEW descrip- 
tive literature on POSI- 
.TIVE CONTROL of YOUR 


KILLER 


MOLE PROBLEM, and BULB Protection $1.00 for 
185 pellet pkg.; $3.25 for 875 pellet pkg. at your 


dealers. Seed catalog or direct. 


CARAJON CHEMICAL CO., Inc. 


Dept. FG-3 Fremont, Michigan 





GROUND CORN COBS 


THe PERFECT MULCH 


Eliminate cultivating, weeding, soil heaving. 


Clean coarse ground cobs contain no choff. 
Do not mat down, allowing free ventilation, 
smothers rain through, holds 


weeds, lets 


soil moisture. Insulates root system 6 to 10 


degrees. Ideal for garden flower 


shrubs. Especially perfect fon Roses. 
SPECIAL TRIAL ot hd for large 2 bushel bag 
— f.o.b. NORMAL 


OFFER only 
Write for quantity prices 


CORN-BELT COB PRODUCTS 
BOX 48 NORMAL 4, III. 


beds, 








Plan For Your Greenhouse 


(Continued from page 35) 


be without a bench of these beauties with 
large blooms and long stems. Seeds sown 
in July and August will flower as early 
as December with artificial light, but 
ordinarily they will bloom in March. 

Primroses \ike the delicate Primula 
malacoides make excellent pot plants 
when grown from seed sown in August 
and do not cause skin irritations as does 
P. obconica. 

Strelitzia is the ornamental bird-of- 
paradise flower, with gorgeous blooms 
of bright orange and blue-violet. 


Spring Bulbs 


Tulips, daffodils, hyacinths and lilies 
are among the easiest and nicest things 
to grow in a greenhouse. Order your 
bulbs now for potting in September and 
October. 


Other Bulbs 


Cyclamen you'll appreciate particu- 
larly at Christmastime. Plants from cut- 
tings, made by slicing the corms of last 
year’s plants into sections having at least 
one leaf apiece, take about 6 months to 
flower. It is better to buy young estab- 
lished plants that will flower this year. 

Freesia will begin to flower in Decem- 
ber if you plant corms in August. Pots 
may be placed in the coldframe until 
growth starts. 

Haemanthus, or blood lily, produces a 
most spectacular globe-shaped flower 
with 150 to 200 star-shaped flowers. 

Lachenalia comes from the Cape of 
Good Hope, has pastel cones shading 
from pink to red, yellow to orange, cream 
and blue to violet. 

Ornithogalum is a South African bulb 
with radiant clusters of white, fragrant 
blooms. It should be treated like amaryl- 
lis. 

Now, all you need is the greenhouse. 
If you don’t have one, this is the best 
of seasons to build. The weather is right, 
and if you begin now, your greenhouse 
will be all set and ready to give you 
plenty of flowers and fun this winter. 


New Greenhouses Are 
Ready to Assemble 


It’s a simple matter these days to set 
up your own greenhouse in prefabricated 
sections. Modern desien and materials 
make a practical home greenhouse pos- 
sible at reasonable prices. It should cost 
no more than a good secondhand car and 
will cost less than buying your own 
lumber and building your greenhouse 
from scratch. 

These prefabricated greenhouses are 
made of cypress from Florida, California 
redwood and red cedar. all of which are 
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woods well suited to this specialized con- 
struction. Most of these greenhouses are 
designed to provide ample ventilation 
for winter and summer by means of a 
large hinged sash in the roof and sides. 
Thermostatically controlled motor-driven 
ventilating sash operators will admit 
fresh air as required. When used with 
thermostatically controlled heaters, these 
devices make greenhouse operation sim- 
ple and carefree. 

The pre-assembled sash panels of the 
prefabricated greenhouses are easy to 
put together with screws and bolts. You 
have no glass to cut nor glazing with 
putty to worry about, because the glass 
is all cut beforehand and there are 


grooves in the sash panels to fit it. 
There is also a caulking rope, which 


keeps the glazing more watertight than 
putty ever could. Provision is made to 
carry off the large quantities of conden- 
sation that form on the glass, so there is 
no drip-drip-drip. 

You have a choice of two styles. 


One. 


with slanted sides, is designed so the 
sides are pitched at the correct angle 
to get the direct rays of the winter 
sunshine and permit a greater penetra- 
tion of light where it is most needed. 


The other type is the conventional style 
with straight sides, which makes it pos- 
sible to grow tall plants up close to the 
glass. 

Both of these types are made in lean-to 
models, ready to attach to a house, ga- 
rage. toolhouse or other building. The 
most economical buy is a_ three-bench 
greenhouse. It gives you about a third 
more growing space at only a little more 
cost than a two-bench greenhouse. 


Heating Your Greenhouse 


The best way of supplying heat for a 
greenhouse depends upon local condi- 
tions. In many instances, the most satis- 
factory method is to extend the house 
heating system. If the house is heated 
by hot water or steam, this can usually 
be done if the greenhouse is located 
within 50 feet of the boiler. 

Hot water heat is best for a green- 
house because it is more even and 
constant. If you have a steam boiler, 
run a main from below the water-line to 
the greenhouse, where pipe coils or fin 
radiation can be run around the walls 
or under the benches. A small motor 
circulator operated by a thermostat in 
the greenhouse will give automatic tem- 
perature control. An aquastat will keep 
the water temperature in an oil, stoker or 
gas-fired boiler at the required tempera- 
ture. For a hot water boiler, the sep- 
arate circulator will control the flow to 
the greenhouse. 
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A hot air heating system can be ex- 
tended to a greenhouse attached to the 
house. Run a duct with a built-in fan 
from the heater to the greenhouse. The 
operation of the fan can be controlled 
by a thermostat in the greenhouse. Fre- 
quently, a cellar window opening into 
the greenhouse will be adequate to sup- 
ply heat. It, too, can be equipped with 
a circulating fan set up near the cellar 
ceiling, where the air is always warmer. 
During the coldest months of the year, 
the hot air system could be supple- 
mented by an electric heater. 

Pot-type oil burners are popular for 
heating greenhouses in rural areas where 
oil produced by the distilling process is 
available. Oil cracked by the catalytic 
process is not suitable for pot-type burn- 
ers, as it soots up too much. If you con- 
template putting in an oil burner of a 
pot type, contact your oil supplier. 

Electric heat, produced by means of 
small unit heaters of 2, 3 or 4 kilowatts, 
is excellent in areas where rates are 
reasonable. This kind of heat is clean 
and 100 per cent efficient. The heaters 
are thermostatically controlled and cur- 
rent is consumed only when heat is re- 
quired. They could be used for supple- 


mentary heat during the cold days of | 


January and February. 

Bottled or liquid petroleum gas is a 
good fuel and not too expensive in most 
locations. You can buy heaters which 
use this kind of gas or natural gas. 
which where available is, of course, less 
expensive. Artificial or mixed gas should 
never be used anywhere near a green- 
house, as it is extremely detrimental 
to plant life. Coal-burning stoves or boil- 
ers should never be set inside the grow- 
ing compartment of a greenhouse for the 
same reason. When coal is used for fuel, 
the heater should be placed in a com- 
partment separate from the greenhouse. 

The newest, and one of the best. means 
of heating a greenhouse is with an indi- 
vidual compact hot water boiler of the 
type used to heat small homes. These 
now have attractive jackets, with oil 
burner and motor circulator units built 
in. They can be used with either pipe 
coils or fin radiation around the walls 
of the greenhouse. Of course. the price 
of these boilers runs somewhat higher 
than other heating units, but once in- 
stalled, these devices will give satisfac- 
tory service and heat your greenhouse 
for a long, long time. 





Do You Know 





Not Christmas cookies, but balsam seeds 


“musts” are: cleanliness and a _ solid 
foundation for the camera. When you 
enlarge a seed up to 50 times, any little 
dust specks on the seed or the slide are 
enlarged to the same degree. I dust 
them off first with a small paint brush. 
If you don’t, they become big dust 
specks, which make white spots on the 
print. The least camera vibration will 
result in a fuzzy negative image, which 
defeats the purpose of the picture: to 
show surface texture and construction 
of the seed. 

My first macrophotographs were of 
ordinary objects such as salt, sugar, 
fabrics and paper, followed by a series 
on stockings, showing magnified pictures 
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Your Seeds? 


(Continued from page 45) 


of knit stitches, breaks and runs. Just 
how I happened to start taking close-ups 
of seeds, I do not recall, but I do know 
that from the moment I took my first 
one I have wanted to take more seeds. 
I thought at first that 100 pictures would 
cover the subject pretty thoroughly. 
Then I figured it would take closer to 
200. When that figure was reached. I 
placed my goal at 500. At this point 
I began to see the light: Nature had 
made seeds a whole lot faster than I 
could photograph them, so the job would 
never be what could be called complete. 

Several newspapers and a photography 
magazine used a series of my _ seed 
pictures, and the Pratt Library in Balti- 
more exhibited a set of 150. Then I 
had a talk with Dr. Alexander Martin, 
a seed expert at the Patuxent Research 
Refuge of the Fish and Wild Life 
Service, and decided to establish a file 
of seed pictures. I now have a fairly 
representative picture collection of many 
common seeds and am just completing 
pictures of all noxious weed seeds. 

The prints will be offered singly or in 
related groups for study or display, for 
text or editorial illustration and for 
advertising purposes. They will be avail- 
able for use by schools and also by 
garden clubs on a rental basis. These 
will be 8x10 mounted prints, with a 
sample of the seed in a cellophane 
window. I hepe to make sets of 35 mm 
color slides soon—if I can find the time. 
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ioe PO “ 
Easily Installed By Anyone 


All bronze, fool proof system 
thoroughly covers any size or 


shape lawn. Heads adjust to half 
and quarter circles. Recommended 
by leading garden editors. 

Six heads, complete 

with piping, fittings, 5 .00 
etc. less than...... 

Unconditionally Guaranteed 

Write for Descriptive Literature 
Aqua-Spray Lawn Sprinkler Co. 
439 E. Fort St. - Detroit 26, Michigan 


present w 
Boosts spraying ca- 
pacity 8 times. Auto. 
matically sprays sec- 
tionalized areas. All 
bronze—needs no mo- 
tor. 











Is Your Dog 


SCRATCHING? 


The Chances Are 2 to 1 
It's Not From Fleas 


but from FUNGI 


YES, FROM FUNGI—comparable to that of Athlete's 
Foot ! In early invisible stage, this fungi in dog's hide itches 
as fiercely as when scales, scabs, sores develop. Unchecked 
this fungi can lead to skin, ear, eye infections—costly to 
treat, sometimes incurable. 


EXAMINATION OF 3,121 SCRATCHING DOGS at 
Dr. Merrick’s Small Animal Hospital showed less than 
30% scratching from fleas, lice, diet or mange. BUT OVER 
70% WERE SCRATCHING FROM FUNGI, picked up 
from grass, weeds, etc. 

YOUR DOG HAS A 300% BETTER CHANCE to escape 
itching misery if you apply Dr. Merrick’s SULFODENE 
before using flea powder. This non-staining, soothing 
fungicide destroys fungi, prevents spread. Stops scratch- 
ing in minutes; clears ap sores within a week—or your 
money back. Over 1,000,000 bottles sold. At your dealer, 
$1, or direct from Brookfield Laboratories, Dept. 190-G 

Brookfield, Ill. ‘ 








ORCHIDS 
For You 


If you are success- 
fully growing 
house plants, you 
can grow Orchids. 
You will enjoy 
these beautiful and 


unusual blooms. Send for free price list 
with cultural instructions. 


MARGARET ILGENFRITZ 
MONROE Dept A. MICHIGAN 


Lever-Spray 


YOU'VE WANTED 


Unsurpassed for wa- 
tering garden or lawn 
— cleaning porch or 7 
basement — washing cars, etc. Slight pressure 
on lever gives instantly spray or stream de 
sired. One hand operation -—- automatic shut- 
off — leak-proofed. Nothing to fuss with. Saves 
clothes, water, time. Built for life-time service, 











LIST PRICE $1.49—From Your Supplier or Write 


KAY PRODUCTS INDUSTRY 
1389 Sloane Ave., Lakewood 7, Ohio 

















THE NEW BARKER 
Roller Bearing 
WEEDER 


The new Barker Weeder, 
Mulcher and Cultivator 
has tubular steel handle, 
ventilated filler drum, ad- 
justable lower knife, dust 
excluder tube, and 60 de- 
gree WV type five shovel 
bar that moves the dirt 
toward the plants, leaves 
no ridges and does not 
trash up so easy. Much 
easier to use; does far 
better work. Patented 
features putit years ahead. 


“Not a Weed Left” 
Tend your garden with 
this NEW BARKER pre- 
cision built Roller Bear- 
ing Weeder, Mulcher and 
Cultivator. ‘‘Best Weed 
Killer Ever Used.’’ Rotat- 
ing blades and under- 
ground knife destroy 
literat i acai weed growth and in same 

erature, sizes an@ operation break up the 

new low prices. clods and crust, aerate 
the soil, work the soil into a level, moisture-re- 
taining mulch. Any one can use it, do more 
work than ten men with hoes. 


BARKER MFG. CO., Box 8A, David City, Nebraska 





Mulcher- Cultivator. 

Saves You Time— 

Saves You Labor— 
Write for 










BULBS 
FROM HOLLAND 


Ask for 
Our catalog with 
prices, offering hun- 
dreds of varieties of TULIPS, 
DAFFODILS, HYACINTHS, 
CROCUS etc. All bulbs delivered 
duty and freight paid to desti- 


nation. 


J. HEEMSKERK 


c/o P. van Deursen 
Sassenheim, Holland 


DAYLILIES 


5 OUTSTANDING 





VARIETIES 
PUNT ED nn occ ct tees $2.50 
| CHENGTU—copper red...... 1.00 


LINDA—bi-color, red eye.... 1.00 
BAGDAD—orange, dark blotch .75 
SYLV1A—pink-lemon bicolor.. 1.00 
One plant of each; value $6.25... far $5.00 





We have over 200 varieties of Hemerocallis. 

Send for our catalog describing them. Also many 

varieties of Daffodils, Lilies and other bulbs. 
Wikhskire Gardens 


Box 120 F Hoquiam, Washington 
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126 North Clinton, Chicago 9, Illinois 








Delphiniums Aren’t Difficult 


(Continued from page 30) 


refrigerator where the temperature was 
5° above zero. Every seed germinated. 

When you are ready to plant the seed, 
say about August 1, fill a seed flat with 
sifted compost, garden loam and sand, 
about one-third of each. Use no ferti- 
lizer. Fill the flat to the top. Press the 
soil down lightly until it is 4 to % 
inch below the top of the flat. You can 
then mark off shallow rows. but I pre- 
fer to sow on the flat soil. 

Open the seed packet and drop a 
pinch of Semesan into the envelope. 
Shake the envelope briskly so that each 
seed is covered with the fungicide. This 
helps to prevent damping-off of seed- 
lings. Now, forget you’re handling del- 
phinium seed and sow them as though 
they were radish seeds. 

Next, cover them with the mixture of 
sifted compost, garden loam and sand 
to the thickness of a dime. A friend said, 
“You mean the diameter of a dime, 
don’t you?” “No.” I said, “I mean the 
thickness of a dime exactly.” More del- 
phinium seed is wasted by too deep 
planting than is ever killed off later by 
disease. I often cover my seed with an 
14-inch layer of sand. 

Next, water the seed flat thoroughly 
and set it in a cool place. Keep it out 
of the hot August sun until germina- 
tion takes place, which will be from 14 
to 21 days after sowing. The cement 
floor of a garage is a good place, or a 
cool basement or shaded _ coldframe. 
Water the beds enough to keep them 
moist during the germination period, but 
avoid saturation. 

If you notice signs of damping-off (the 
new stems or leaves falling over as 
though they were wilting), mix % 
teaspoonful of Semesan in a gallon of 
water in a sprinkling can and water the 
flat with it. This will halt damping-off. 


Transplanting to Pots 


In about six weeks the second, or true, 
delphinium leaves will be showing. Now 


is the time to transplant the seedlings ° 


into a 214-inch or 3-inch pots. ‘I some- 
times use plant bands. One precaution: 
see that the growing tip is at the topsoil 
level. If this growing tip is under the 
soil level, further growth is greatly re- 
tarded. 

You can plunge the pots in the soil 
of a coldframe or in a row in the garden. 
Set the pots deep enough in loose soil 
so that the surrounding soil comes up to 
the pot rim. This conserves moisture 
inside the pot, producing a better plant 
than if the pot were set on the soil level, 
where the wind would dry it out in a 
few hours. 


66 


I like to carry fall-sown delphiniums 
in pots over winter plunged in my 
coldframe. If you are going to plant the 
seedlings in the garden, do it as early as 
possivle in order to give them time to 
get established before cold weather sets 
in. If you do not have a coldframe, the 
best plan is to keep your seed in the 
refrigerator until the following March 
or April before sowing. Then you can 
have them ready to plant in the garden 
by June or July and they will be well 
established before winter sets in. Such 
plants should bloom for you the first 


fall. 
Winter Coldframe Care 


If you can put the seedlings in a cold- 
frame during the winter, you have 
nothing to do except keen them watered 
as necessary. When cold weather comes. 
I put on a top dressine of 1 inch of 
sand and »ut the sas» on for the winter. 
If unseasonably warm weather comes in 
January or February. some ventilation 
may be needed. Several hours of a hot 
winter sun can send the temperature in 
a closed coldframe to over 100° in a 
short time. 


Spring Planting 


In spring you are ready to plant out 
the delphinium§ seedlings in their 
permanent positions. Now is the time 
for fertilizer. Snade the garden as early 
as possible, using plenty of well-rotted 
cow manure and a liberal amount of 
bonemeal, with a sprinkling of agricul- 
tural lime. If you cannot obtain rotted 
manure, use compost and peatmoss, or 
just one of these. Never use fresh manure. 
If that is all you have, do your spading 
the previous fall and leave the ground 
rough over winter. Then in the spring. 
all you will have to do is rake the plot 
level and you are all set to plant. 

If you are planting delphiniums in an 
established zarden, use groups of 3 to 
5 plants spaced 2 feet apart. Space the 
groups 10 to 15 feet apart to the center 
and rear ofthe garden. with low-growing 
perennials or annuals, Phlox Miss 
Lingard or hemerocallis. for example, in 
front of them. If you are planting in 
rows for cutting, space the plants 2 feet 
apart in the row, leaving 3 feet between 
the rows. 


Summer Care 


I save myself summer cultivation by 
using a summer mulch of spent mush- 
room manure, compost, peatmoss and 
buckwheat hulls or the new corn-cob 
mulch. Never use fresh manure, even 
on top of the ground. The summer 
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mulch keeps down weeds, makes the 
ground less likely to hard-pack, con- 
serves moisture and makes a_ good 
pasture for earthworms. When the plants 
are a foot high, I give them a side 
dressing of a complete fertilizer such 
as Vigoro and water it in. Staking is a 
wise precaution. If I don’t stake and a 
sudden winastorm knocks my delphini- 
ums over. I have only myself to blame. 

After the June bloom has passed. cut 
the flower head off at the top of the 
leaves, unless you wish to save your 
own seed. In this case, allow a few of 
the lower pods to ripen. Then put on a 
side dressing of a complete fertilizer, 
watering it in. 

When the second growth is 6 inches 
high, the first growth can be cut to 
within 6 inches of the ground. Let the 
stubs dry off naturally. If you plug the 
hollow stem’with a dab of clay. it will 
help to prevent rot, as water cannot 
collect in the stem. The second growth 
will bloom in September or October. 


Seeond-Year Blooms 


The care of delphiniums over the 
winter is easy. They’re hardy and have 
been known to grow well even as far 
north as Alaska. The main thing is to 
guard against alternate freezing and 
thawing in the absence of a permanent 
blanket of snow. The only protection I 
give my delphiniums over the winter is 





Coming in August 
Use Holly for Hedges 














to dust each plant with Bordeaux mix- 
ture and then put a shovelful of sand or 
cinders over each plant. 

The second year is when you can look 
for the most spectacular results from 
your delphiniums. Then you will be 
paid in full and running over for all 
your past care. You will see groups in 
your perennial garden or rows in your 
cutting garden 6 to 7 feet high with a 
good 3 to 4% feet of solid bloom in 
various shades of blue. lavender. purple 
and white, or, if you try them. those 
new red, orange and pink shades. (After 
20 or more years of work, A. A. Samuel- 
son of Pullman. Washington. is now 
ready to introduce his colorful new 
‘West o° the Rockies” strain.) Many of 
your delphiniums will be bicolors and 
ill will be doubles. 

Be sure to cut some for entry in your 
ocal flower show. because you are going 
‘o win prizes with them. Competition is 
ilways keen, but if you have started with 
ligh-quality seed and followed these 
‘rowing instructions, you can’t help but 
ve among the blue ribbon winners. Don’t 
ve afraid to enter your blooms in the 
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different delphinium shows in various 
parts of the country. 

If you become a delphinium enthusiast 
and want more cultural information. join 
the American Delphinium Society. The 
annual dues of $3.00 entitle each 
member to receive an annual yearbook 
and four issues of The Delphinium 
News. Applications for membership may 
be sent to the Secretary of the American 
Delphinium Society, Mrs. Geraldine Kus, 
Route #1, Macedonia, Ohio. 


Disease and Pest Control 


Although delphiniums are easy to 
grow. like other plants, they do have 
their troubles. Fortunately. most ‘of the 
disease and insect troubles to which 
they are subject are easily controlled. 

Mildew will sometimes cover the 
foliage with its white fuzz. This can be 
controlled by dusting with Bordeaux 
mixture. As a, preventive, be sure to 
dust the leaves after any prolonged 
rainy period. 

Aphids or greenfly may be easily kept 
in check by spraying with a nicotine 
sulphate spray like Black Leaf 40. 

If you notice that the foliage and 
flower stems of your delphinium plants 
are becoming blackened and much 
curled and distorted, this is evidence 
of the presence of cyclamen mites. 
These microscopic, transparent insects 
cannot be seen with the unaided eye. 
The best thing to do when you detect 
“delphinium blacks” is to cut the stems 
off and burn the infected stalks. Carry 
them out of the garden carefully, with- 
out shaking them any more than neces- 
sary. The usual] treatment in the past 
was to spray with rotenone, but last 
year a new insecticide for this purpose. 
Di-Mite, was put on the market by 
Sherwin-Williams Co. I tried it, with 
excellent results. 

Crown rot of delphiniums has been 
the major problem, and as yet there is 
no effective control for it. This often 
attacks a plant after the first bloom, 
rotting the crown to a soft pulp. In the 
past. the only thing to do was to dig 
out the plant, replace the soil with 
earth into which Bordeaux mixture or 
Fermate had been dusted and replant 
with new stock. 

But there is new hope in a product 
just coming into horticultural use. I 
haven't yet tried it, but I intend to test it 
thoroughly this coming season. I would 
appreciate receiving reports on its effect 
by any FLower Grower readers who 
try it. This new product is Natriphene. 
A $1.00 supply is all you'll need for a 
whole season. Dissolve the fungicide in 
water. according to the directions on the 
box, and sprinkle on the plants with a 
watering can. Natriphene is available 
from the Natriphene Co., 424 Book Bldg., 
Detroit, Mich. 
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GROW BETTER 


GLADIOLUS. 


Whether you grow glads for 
pleasure or profit, you'll bene- 
fit from reading 


THE GLADIOLUS 


240-page illus. bound book, 
and bi-monthly 


THE GLADIOLUS MAGAZINE 


6,000 NEGS members, National 
and international in scope, say 
these publications are “tops”’ 
in coverage, interest, and value. 








SEND 20¢ for sample copy of 
current magazine (regularly 
30¢) ... or better yet, send $3 for 
annual membership to receive this 
1950 book (now ready) plus six 
magazines as issued. Indispensable 
if gardening is your hobby. 


NEW ENGLAND GLADIOLUS SOCIETY 


Box M, Horticultural Hall, Boston 15, Mass. 














JUST SEND TO 


NATIONAL IRIS GARDENS 


Beaverton, Oregon 


<—MASKED BALL. This 
striking iris and hun- 
dreds more are de- 
scribed in our free 1950 


; 2 catalog. 
a ‘ “Also the best of the old 
and the finest of the new 


Big Selection — Reduced Prices 
Many Bargain Collections 
Special Offer to New Customers 


EDENWALD GARDENS 
DEPT. F.G. VINCENNES» INDIANA 
to a gardener’s 


ACTUMUS ~-2-< 


For those who wish to apply the organic method 
but cannot spare the time and labor of moving vast 
quantities of bulk, ACTUMUS will prove easy & 
economical in use. It replaces Compost. Try a 
can and see the results. 100% organic, odorless. 
Cannot burn. Use dry or liquid. 

In cans %-!b $1.25, 1%/eg-lb $2.25, 1-ib $4.25 

(one pound makes up to 1500 galions) 

AT YOUR STORE or mailed postpaid by 
PETER HENDERSON & CO., 35 Cortlandt St., N. Y. 
STUMPP AND WALTER CO., 132 Church St., N. Y. 
ORGANIC SUPPLIES, P.O.B. 820, Pittsfield, Mass. 
or write FOREIGN PRODUCTS CORP. Jmporters 
1270 Broadway, New York — for 25¢ trial packet 

















is the answer 














DAFFODIL HAVEN 


Offers one of the best selections of Novelty 
Daffodils in America. Send 25¢ for com- 
prehensive handbook catalogue, 1948 edi- 
tee te tion, giving much information of interest 

- dt py to fanciers, and illustrations in color and 
& y halftone. Credit coupon included. 1950 

WwW descriptive supplement is free. Special 
{ prices on collections. 


GRANTE BAN ON Waven 


CANBY, ORECON 








MITSCH 














IRIS 


The 100 BEST and HUNDREDS of OTHERS from 
our PICTURESQUE GARDENS, LARGEST and 
FINEST in SOUTHWEST. FREE CATALOGUE of 
IRIS, PLANT SUPPORTS and PLANT MARKERS. 


TERRY’S EXPERIMENTAL FARM 
General Office 


631 North Main Tulsa, Okla, 











IRIS ARE AMIABLE! 


Yes, Iris are friendly, undemanding, easy-to- 
get-along with garden subjects whose color lav- 
ishness and exquisite beauty will amaze you. 


Send for free catalog today! 
JOSEPH IRIS GARDENS 


Pardeeville, Wisconsin 

















W.€.SHEWEL- COOPER ~ 


wort CULTURAL WRITER 


hn $ Handy Quick | Ty — conrene ‘320 
*F, S00 plants 


foarly 300 pages of eat full of | Sefiemution 
cn qreenhoes management —inc ng ater 


— Osts & In aan well asen 
eaters TODAY — LIMITED 





© JUNE SPECIALS ® 


Cattleya orchid, flowering size, our selection of species or 
hybrid, shipped in clay pot, f.o.b. express, for $5.00. 


Saintpaulias, African Violets, 5 var. mature plants, our 
selection, for $4.50 postpaid. 


tris. 10 var. for $1.25. 86 var. for $17.50. 
Catalog or price lists on above, free. 
By Air Mail for 12¢. 


CECIL HOUDYSHEL 
Dept. F, LA VERNE, CALIF. 


Wi ROSE GUIDE 


Plan your Fall planting of roses NOW. The 
Li STAR ROSE CATALOG is a dependable guide 
to the best varieties in each class, includes 
new introductions and All-America Rose Se- 





lections. Accurate descriptions and full color 
illustrations enable you to make _ selections 
safely. ALL STAR ROSES ARE GUARAN- 


TEED TO BLOOM. 


THE CONARD-PYLE CO. 


Robert Pyle, Pres. West Grove 406, Pa. 








TRY PERMARKERS 
Durable, thick plastic labels... held 
firmly at readable angle on rigid, 
non-rust supports that stay in posi- 
tion. They are attractive, long-last- 
ing and always clean. 12 for $1.70. 
Cost less in quantity. Write today. 
PERMARK CO., 1 E. 57th STREET 


New York 22, N. Y. 





















H Organic PLANT FOOD! 
Get bigger flowers, greener lawns, sturdier plants |<. 
. Sensational Results, even in poorest soil. |S 
Easy to use—just add water. Economical, pint J 
can makes 40 gals. nourishing, odorless liquid 
fertilizer—only $1 postpaid. For Free booklet 
write Bio-Gro Products, Warrenton, Oregon, 





How To Have a BETTER 


LAWN AT LOWER COST 





If you want a “show 
our FREE copy of 
awer Cost.’ 


Early Autumn is the ideal time to improve your lawn 
or build a new one. But first, get the facts by writing 
now for helpful information. A post card will do. 


DRUMCLIFF CO., Dept. 102, Towson 4, Md. 


lace’ lawn, write us today for 
“‘How To Have a Better Lawn at 








Camellias From Cuttings 


(Continued from page 42) 


with clean river sand, tamped and wa- 
tered in thoroughly to make a firm 
propagating bed. Now the sand is sliced 
to a depth of 2% to 3 inches so as to 
prevent injury to the tender bark of 
the cuttings. We do this by placing a 
2’ x 4 approximately 3 feet wide (the 
width of the average bench) on edge 
as a straightedge to guide a knife or 
trowel in slicing the sand. 


Starting the Cuttings 


The space between cuttings bg tren 
upon the size of the leaf, but 114 inches 
between each is usually adequate. Place 
all the leaves in one direction. When a 
row is planted, take the same 2’ x 4’ used 
as a slicing guide and place it firmly 
against the row of cuttings. tamping the 
sand tightly. This prevents air pockets 
forming in the sand and washing out of 
cuttings during watering. 

To keep a record of varieties and num- 
bers of cuttings, put wooden plant mark- 
ers at the head of each variety. When 
cuttings are all in, wet down with a 
gentle spray from a garden hose. Set 
the cable temperature at 70° and allow 
it to remain there until the cuttings 
have established a good healthy root 
structure. This takes approximately 
three months. 


Care of Cuttings 


For watering the camellia cuttings, 
we rely on an atomizer spray system 
made up of used oil burner nozzles 
placed 5 feet apart from a 34” feeder 
pipe line under the eave in the center 
of the walkway. Each nozzle discharges 
1% gallons of water per hour. We 
turn on the spray system about 8 A.M. 
and let it run continuously until 5 P.M. 
On days when the sun is hot and bright, 
it is necessary to supplement this with 
some hand watering—at about noon, at 
3:30 and again at about 8 P.M. 

Camellias like their heads cool and 
their feet warm. The outside of our 
greenhouse is coated with a cold-water 
paint, either white or cream, - which 
prevents the hot sun rays from penetrat- 
ing the glass and burning the foliage. 
By protecting the plants in this way, we 
have reduced our loss to less than 5 
per cent. Ventilators are kept closed. 


Potting the Plants 


When cuttings are rooted they are 
carefully taken out of the sand and 
placed in 21-inch clay pots. The potting 
mixture should be 1/4; peatmoss, 1/3 rich 
soil (with no lime in it) and 1% sand. 
After potting, we set the pots in a tray 
of water, so that the plants can soak up 
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water from the bottom. Then we 
sprinkle Ys teaspoon of commercial fer- 
tilizer on the top of the soil in each 
pot; I use a 14 teaspoon measure and 
divide this among four plants. 


A Warm Winter Bed 


Then the potted plants are brought 
hack into the greenhouse, set on top of 
sand and watered gently from the top. 
I leave the soil-heating cable at 70° dur- 
ing the winter months to provide a warm 
bed for the pots, taking care that the 
greenhouse temperature is not above 50° 
nor below 35° during this time. 


Hardening Off the Plants 


In late March or early April the 
young potted plants are transferred from 
the greenhouse to the coldframe. Here 
we plunge the pots in bark sawdust to 
hold moisture around the plants. We use 
a 34” pipe the full length of the cold- 
frame, with small spray nozzle heads 
set approximately 3 feet apart for easy 
watering. 

May is usually a safe time to transfer 
the small plants from the coldframe to 
an open bed in the lath house. Here they 
are spaced 6 inches apart in peaty soil. 














At this time you can fertilize again, but 
sparingly. Keep the beds weeded and 
watered. They are left in this house for 
one year, then transplanted to another 
house, where they are set a foot apart 
and left for another year. 

When the plants are three to four 
years old, they are set out in the open 
field during May. This produces a 
healthy, compact root system and en- 
courages the plants to bud early. Pinch 
plants that have become leggy to promote 


a more compact growth. Water the 
plants thoroughly during the summer 
months; do not allow the ground to 


bake. We use a top-dressing of fir bark 
sawdust and a plant food with a high 
nitrogen content. This offsets the tend- 
ency of sawdust to rob nitrogen from 
the soil. Pick off all dead blossoms dur- 
ing blooming time. This will not only 
add to the appearance of your camellia 
plants but helps eliminate disease. 


Flower Grower @ July, 1950 





fer- 
ach 
and 


ight 
. of 
top. 
dur- 
arm 
the 
50° 


the 
rom 
Tere 
t to 
use 
-old- 
eads 
easy 


isfer 
e to 
they 
soil. 


, but 

and 
e for 
other 
apart 


four 
open 
es a 
1 en- 
inch 
mote 
the 
mmer 
id to 
bark 
high 
tend- 
from 
; dur- 
only 
nellia 


1950 





Bugs Beware! 


(Continued from page 43) 


and insect-free. Until then, it will be 
necessary to carry on a_ well-planned 
spray program for garden protection. 


Ryania. A newly discovered insecti- 
cide that is available to the gardener is 
Ryania. It is primarily recommended 
for European corn borer but is showing 
promise on Oriental fruit moth, elm leaf 
beetle squash borer, codling moth and 
several others. It is a botanical insecti- 
cide similar to Rotenone and derris root 
and comes from a tropical shrub or small 
tree native to Trinidad. The stem part 
of the plant is cut deep in the jungle and 
sent to drying sheds. where it is air- 
dried for about three months. It is then 
pulverized to a fine powder and this is 
used in formulations. 

Ryania was discovered in the course 
of a research program conducted co- 
operatively by the laboratories of the 
George B. Merck Co.. the Department 
of Entomology of Rutgers University 
and the New Jersey Agricultural Experi- 
ment Station. This program was started 
to test plants. trees and shrubs from all 
parts of the world as insecticide mate- 
rial. About 2,500 plant species were in- 
vestigated and Ryania was the first to 
demonstrate its effectiveness. It is avail- 
able in commercial quantities this year. 


Chlordane. Showing continued suc- 
cess as a control for grasshoppers. lo- 


custs. ants. chinch bugs and Japanese 
beetle grub is a new chemical insecti- 
cide, Chlordane. For chinch bugs use 


Chlordane in August at the rate of 
1% lb. of 50 per cent dust in 25 gallons 
of water to every 1,000 square feet. Or 
you can use it as a 5 per cent dust, ap- 
plied at the rate of 5 lbs. per 1,000 
square feet. For each acre you should 
use about 10 lbs. of technical Chlordane: 
that is. 200 lbs. of 5 per cent dust. 100 
Ibs. of 10 per cent dust or 20 pounds 
of 50 per cent dust. This same solution 
is effective for ants. If you do not need 
to spray large areas of lawn to control 
ants. a small amount of 50 per cent 
Chlordane dust watered in heavily at the 
opening of ant hills gives good control. 


Methoxychlor. Methoxychlor. the new 
product offered by the DuPont Company 
as “50% Technical Methoxychlor Wet- 
table Powder,” gives effective control 
for Japanese beetles particularly, as well 
as other plant pests such as the flea 


beetle, leafhopper, rose chafer. web- 
worm, Oriental fruit moth, tomato horn- 
worm, fruitworm, melon and_ pickle 


worm, squash borer, Mexican bean beetle, 
Colorado potato beetle, cherry fruitworm, 
codling moth and cabbage worm. 
Sprays should be repeated at 10- to 
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14-day intervals to control new broods 
of insects. For household insect control 
of such pests as ants, fleas, gnats, house 
flies, mosquitoes. wasps and roaches, one 
application is effective for 4 to 6 weeks. 
Methoxychlor won’t burn foliage and 
can be used safely on sensitive plants. 


Lindane. Lindane, highly refined ben- 
zene hexachloride (without its musty 
odor), is effective against the thrip, lace 
bug and root aphid. It has been known 

kill gladiolus thrips in closed buds. 
Since DDT has been barred from use as 
a control against flies in dairy barns and 
on dairy animals, Lindane has come to 
the fore as a replacement. A Lindane 
spray will control flies on fences, gar- 
bage cans and poultry houses. It is avail- 
able in 25 per cent wettable powder 
form and should be used at the rate of 
1 pound to 10 gallons of water. This 
amount will coat 5,000 square feet when 
the spray is applied to the run-off point. 


Aramite 15-W..Aramite 15-W, a wet- 
table powder developed by the Agricul- 
tural Chemical Division of the U. S. 
Rubber Company, has proved to be an 
effective control against these mites: the 
brown mite, citrus bud mite. European 
red mite, two-spotted mite, poultry mite, 
red spider mite, Pacific mite. spruce mite 
and clover mite. You can use 1 pound of 
Aramite 15-W to 100 gallons of water. 
doubling the amount for longer residual 
effect. An emulsifiable concentrate of 
Aramite 15-W may be available soon. 


Dilan. Dilan, a nitroparaffin introduced 
by Commercial Solvents Corporation, has 
shown promise in control of pests at- 
tacking peach trees. Other insects 
against which it has proved to be effec- 
tive include the Mexican bean beetle and 
most of the common bean insects, the 
leafhopper, cabbage worm. Southern 
army worm and range grasshopper. Pre- 
liminary tests have shown that nitropar- 
affin insecticides are about half as toxic 
as DDT to warm-blooded animals. 


Phosphate Insecticides. Parathion, one 


of the phosphate insecticides, is ex- 
tremely effective on a wide range of 
pests, but it is also extremely toxic and 


available only to commercial gardeners. | 


At this writing the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture has not approved parathion 
for sale to the home gardener. 
Parathion is _ particularly 
against red spider mite on roses and 
apples. It has been used commercially 
for the control of the white fly. surinam 
cockroach, soft scale aphids, lace bug 
and other pests. It kills the eggs as well 
as adults and has long residual effect. 
(Continued on next page) 
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GRASSHAVER 


The Scientifically Designed 
GARDENING TOOL 

- 
TRIMS e CUTS 


SLICES @ CHOPS 
: With Your Used Razor Blades 


i Holds 4 single or double edge blades. 
! Cuts clean 6” swath. Gets in hard to 
! clean spots. 


LOWE ENGINEERING CO. 


Main St., Lincoln Park, N. J. 





> 






Postpaid 








REX BEGONIAS, HOUSE PLANTS, 
AFRICAN VIOLETS, FUCHSIAS and 
VINES are all included in our new catalog, 
some pictured in color. Send for it today, 
enclose 25¢ in coin. Deductible when 


ordering. 
GROVER GARDENS 


Grover City California 














AMERICAN VIOLETS & 
UNUSUAL HOUSE PLANTS 


3 NEW 1950 CATALOGS 
Complete selection for the Violet Enthusiast, 110 
varieties, Plants, Rooted Cuttings and Leaves. 
Also newly developed growing aids. 
FRENTZEN FLORAL GARDENS 
Dept. F, 309 Lake Ave. Pitman, N. J. 


(Formerly trading as Virginia Lee Gardens 
at Greensboro, ») 








Rare Hardy 
. Rock Plants 


Rare and standard hardy perennials for rock garden 
or border. Sturdy, well-rooted stock. Visitors 
welcome at nursery; weekday afternoons only. 
Ask for location map. Unique catalog. 


REX. D. PEARCE 


Moorestown, N. J. 


PEACE: 


Rush your order at once to get whopping 

big hand-picked plants. We'll ship for ’ 
Fall planting. Famous PEACE Rose 2.15 ea. ¥¥ we 
NEW Climbing Peace, $2.15, Both $4.00. yy 


GENEVA GARDENS, 51 Carter Rd., Geneva, N.Y. 


























Dept. Z 























effective | 






DUTCH IRIS are wonderful for corsages and 
will also make a beautiful display in your 
home garden. Send today for our valuable 
color illustrated catalog listing the finest 
Bulb Iris, Daffodils, Tulips, Hya- 
cinths and other bulbs for fall 
planting. 


McLEAN BULB FARMS 
Rte. 1, Box 403 @ ELMA, WASH. 









CATALOG 


FREE 





Rich Country Living on a Shoestring! 


Amazing what you can do today on a little land... in 
spare time! New breeds give year’s supply of chicken in 9 
weeks—in 1 sq. yard space; bushels of fresh fruits from 


new dwarf trees; all the eggs you can eat from 7 minutes 
work a day; 75 Ibs. honey from 8 hrs. yearly care. Save as 
much as $20 a week on food—yet eat better; have fun; 
more security, health for your family; protection against 
depressions, H-bombs; easy retirement on a small income. 
Famous *“‘HAVE-MORE’’ Plan shows how; gives detailed 
instructions on every phase of country living. A lifetime 
manual! 43 chapters, 255 illustrations, 70,000 words. 
300,000 copies in use. Only $2.00 postpaid. 


Friendship League, P. O. Box 95, Bay City, Mich. 





‘| Rr i Reduced : 

Prices i 

: Day Lilies — Poppies i 
Write for free catalog or visit 

§ WITTMAN’SIRISGARDENS ! 

8 1423 Van Houten Ave. (Off Route 6) Clifton, w.3. & 





HY PONcX 


ws : 
ict pianrs Quicker 


Simply dissolve and water your plants 
Grows superior house plants, garden 
flowers ar vegetables in any soil — 
even in sand or water. Clean — odorless 
— safe. Excellent for starting seedlings 
cuttings, transplants — 

| Postpaid . If dealer can't supa" a0 OF 
Makes 100 gals. ply, order direct. Guaranteed b ‘> 


HYDROPONIC Chemical Co, \ Ged Housekeep 
Copley, Ohio 45 aoveanst® 












Large 16-02. can 













ROOT YOUR OWN CUTTINGS IN 


VERMICULITE OR SAND 


Improved and revised illustrated Scientific Copyrighted 





instructions $1.00. It is amazing how quickly you can 
root cuttings of Roses, Gardenias, Camellias, Azaleas, all 
evergreens, etc. with our simple instructions. This in- 
formation cost us Thousands of dollars and vears of ex- 
perience and cost you only $1.00. 

NATIONAL NURSERIES, Dept. FG, Biloxi, Miss. 


Free catalog on Camellias, Azaleas, Gardenias. 


BE A FLORIST 


Professional instruction by shop operators. 








Learn to make flower arrangements—wed- 
dings, funerals, banquets, corsages—plus 
shop experience. Good salary ~ epee 


ties. 4 wk. course. Send for details. 


DENVER FLORAL DESIGN SCHOOL 
828 15th Street Denver 2, Colo. 


BUTTERFLIES vour FLOWERS 


Sparkling plastic butterflies shimmering in your garden 
vibrant beauty in your flower pots and arrangements! 











“Flying rainbows’’ when and where you want them. 
Many vari-colored designs and sizes, spring mounted. 
Four large garden size, complete with stakes (26” high 
over all) $1.00, ppd. Six indoor size (12” high over all) 
$1.00, ppd. 


WYLIE TIPPIT 


Dept. F, Box 1746, 
N VERY FINE 
& IRIS COLLECTION 
ALL LABELED—DELIVERY ABOUT AUG. IST 
ARCTIC, WABASH, GRACE MOORE 
E. B. WILLIAMSON, BEUCHLEY’S GIANT 
GOLDEN MAJESTY, RED DOUGLAS 
$425 CHINA MAID $325 
VALUE POST-PAID 
ARVADA, COLO. 


San Benito, Texas 








ARVADA IRIS GARDENS 
7606 ROBINSON WAY 














AURORA BOREALIS PANSIES 


By planting Heilman’s Aurora Borealis Pansy 
Seed now you will be rewarded with enor- 
mous blossoms up to 512” in hundreds of 
gorgeous unusual color shades. Seeds in mix- 
ture in dollar packets only with culture on the 
pkt. No plants to offer. 


HEILMAN’S PANSY GARDENS 
Box 72 CANBY, OREGON 


THE WORLD'S FINEST ROSESpES 


Write for illustrated CATALOG 
of OREGGN GROWN ROSES 
eosin full Color 











140th and SANDY BOULEVARD 
Box 5076 « PORTLAND 13, ORE. 

























200 LILIES 


featured in our NEW CATALOG! 
Send 25 cents in coin (refunded on 
first order) for your copy TODAY! 
ROMAINE B. WARE carey, 
me A CANBY, ORE. 
EED: -NOW KILL WEEDS 
WITH A TOUCH! 
AN D ‘Works like Magic * 
Touch Wand to weed. Kill dandelions, 90 simi- 
O iar pests. One fill of 2.4-D kills 1,000 or more. 
1 No stooping, no digging. No danger to other 
plants. Easy - safe - clean - sure - low cost - practical. 
WEED-WAND (ar dealer's) ............005 $1 
WEED-WALLOP (48 fills 24-D) .......... 
* Guaranteed. -- Get both today for... $2 
For mail delivery send $2.25 to cover cost 
eM.» of packing and delivery. No C.O.D.'s 
GRO-QUICK,352D W. Huron St., Chicage 10, IIL 




















Bugs Beware! 


(Continued from page 69) 


Recently some strains of mites have 
shown resistance to parathion. Repeated 
and stronger applications have failed 
to secure results. K-6451, manufactured 
by the Dow Chemical Company, indi- 
cates possible control of these mites, but 
it is not yet available to the public. A 
sirnmilar product for greenhouse growers 
is Victor Chemical Corporation’s tetra- 
ethyl dithio pyro phosphate. No home 
garden use is expected, however, because 
of its toxicity. 

Parathion in emulsifiable form may be 
available soon. The Geary Chemical 
Company has been testing a German 
phosphate material which shows remark- 
ably low toxicity. It is claimed that it is 
at least as effective as Thiophos or Niran, 
trade names for parathion manufactured 
by American Cyanimid and Monsanto 
respectively. 

Pestex #3, first available through an 
English firm, Pest Control Ltd., is rated 
on the same poison level as parathion. 
Although effective. it is dangerous to 
handle and hence unavailable to the av- 
erage gardener. It is a systematic poison, 
the insecticide being carried by plant 
juices to portions of the plant other than 
that which comes in contact with the 
spray. 


Fungicides 


Most fungicides are good preventives 
and should be used separately or in com- 
bination with insecticides as a general 
spray program. It is much easier to pre- 
vent fungus growth than it is to elimi- 
nate it once it has started. 


Copper Quin. One of the brighter 
prospects in fungicides has been the 
use of Copper 8 quinolinolate or “Copper 
Quin.” It is now available to the home 


gardener in several commercial rose 
sprays. As little as 1 pound to 600 
gallons of water has produced good 
mildew control. 


Originally tested in combination with 
malachite green for mildew control in 
greenhouses and introduced by Plant 
Products Corporation, it has since been 
used by Jackson & Perkins in their rose 
gardens. Their rose spray combines 
Copper Quin with DDT, rotenone and 
sulphur and ferric dimethyl dithio car- 
bonate, better known as Fermate. A Du- 
Pont product, Fermate is a_ black 
sootlike powder effective against fungus 
diseases such as blackspot of roses and 
scab of apples, but not very effective 
against mildew. 


Weed-Killers 


Potassium Cyanate, Potassium cyanate 
is a new weed-killer which has been 
used successfully against young weed 
seedlings, particularly around gladiolus. 
It is also effective on asparagus, corn 
and onions. To avoid injury, the spray 
should be directed at the base of the 
érop. It has been tried successfully on 
Kentucky blue grass lawns as a crab- 
grass killer. Two or three weekly appli- 
cations are required. 

PMAS. Phenyl mercuric acetate, has 
also proved useful on most lawns for 
controlling crabgrass. The best time to 
use this material is when the crabgrass 
is in the seedling stage, the weather is 
warm and the soil relatively dry. It 
should be used at the rate of 21% oz. of 
10 per cent PMAS to 100 gallons of 
water per 1,000 square feet of lawn. 

Following a thorough spray program, 
using the best new insecticides, fungi- 
cides and weed killers will give you end 
results many times worth the effort. 








Direction of en / 





edge of foil 
into soil, both sides) 


Roller used commercially for laying foil. 
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Aluminum Foil Muleh 


(Continued from page 29) 


This may be due, at least in part, to the 
glare from the shiny aluminum foil, 
which might discourage adult insects 
from alighting on the leaves. 


Use of Aluminum Foil 


Experiments using aluminum foil as 
a mulch for garden plants were made 
in coastal Virginia, where maximum 
summer temperatures do not exceed 94° 
and where green crops may be grown 
most of the time during the winter 
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months. Garden plants tested, all of 
which showed phenomenal increase in 
yield included: beets, broccoli, canta- 
loupe, carrots, celery, chicory, cucum- 
bers, endive, head lettuce, leaf lettuce, 
parsley, snap beans. sweet corn, sweet 
peppers, sweet potatoes, white peppers 
and tomatoes. 


Laying Aluminum Foil 


Before the crop is planted fertilizer 
should be broadcast. Later, if necessary, 
the plants can be fed by pouring a ferti- 
lizer solution along the row between 
the edges of the foil or in the openings 
around the plants. 

When you are ready to lay the foil, 
try to have the soil free of large clods 
and as smooth as possible. Any small 
lumps will disintegrate as soon as the 
moisture under the aluminum foil soaks 
up the soil. 

The foil is laid down in strips, with 
a row of seed or young plants along 





Here is a foil-mulched strawberry bed. 
You can count on a good berry crop. 


one edge. Then another strip is laid. 
with the edges pressed in and covered 
with soil. The use of aluminum foil 
makes it possible to grow plants closer 
together, since there is no weeding to 
do and moisture under the foil seems 
adequate. Head lettuce may be set 9 
inches apart; leaf lettuce, carrots and 
beets may be sown in rows 9 inches 
apart. 

In some cases, where beds are used 
as nurseries, the entire bed may be 
covered with foil and plants set through 
holes punched in the foil. This works 
very well for propagating azaleas, as 
these plants remain in the beds for two 
years. Gladiolus should be planted in 
rows 4 feet apart. Bulblets planted 
under foil show emerging shoots one to 
two weeks earlier than unmulched 
cormels. 

Of the 1,001 new garden aids, there is 
probably nothing which has more 
potentialities all the year round than 
tluminum foil. Literally, it does every- 
hing for the gardener except plant the 
eed and harvest the crop. 
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FLOWER GROWER’S General Store has just 
hung out its shingle. There it is swinging in the 
wind, so new you can still smell the paint. 

I'd like to extend an invitation to you to look 
over its shelves, stocked with merchandise | think 
will appeal to you. 

Look at the new flower holders offered this 
month—they’re wonderful. And the lovely brass 
and copper bowl with lid arranger just right for 
marigolds. Something brand new is the glass tube 
arrangement for those delicate flowers. 

Picnicking? See the plastic plates with knives 
that actually cut: a portable grill, small and com- 
pact, yet large enough to broil several steaks at a 
time. Attractive lacy paper place mat set and a 
wonderful electric server. 

Don’t overlook all the wonderful items for your 
garden—antique reproductions of lawn sets, un- 
usual metal signs, water baskets to keep your cut 
flowers fresh, shears that cut and hold them in one 


operation. And those new hose nozzles! They 
cover your new plants with a “fogg” or 400 tiny 


streams which prevent their washing away. There’s 
a real California redwood table, too, with remov- 
able tray. 

And above all, I'd like you to feel that when you 
buy from The General Store you buy with con- 
fidence, knowing that our advertisers agree to 
refund your money if you're dissatisfied. 

Your comments on what you think of our General 
Store and the kind of merchandise you'd like to 
see offered in it would be most welcome. 


Erna W. Cass 








| 
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Butterfly Flower Arranger 


This 4” semicircle holder rests on vase 
rim for artistic “off center’ arrangements. 
Designed specifically for use in larger 
bowls and shallow containers—it leaves 
section of open water free to catch 
shadows and reflections. Allows stems 
to become a graceful part of the complete 
picture. $1.35 ppd. Little Garden, 
Box F-5, Princeton, New Jersey. 








Water Baskets—Ash Tray 


Keep fresh-cut flowers from wilting; 
put into a pair of sturdy woven split oak 
baskets with water containers. One 
basket is 914” high, the other 6”, joined 
by a convenient 17” handle. $5.95 ppd. 
New windproof, squince ash receiver for 
outdoor use, glazed pottery. $3.00 ppd. 
Malcolm’s House & Garden Store, 524-F 
N. Charles Street, Baltimore 1, Md. 





Lacy Paper Mat Set 


A lovely lacy place mat set will add 
charm to any table setting. A sure-to- 
delight bridge prize or gift for anni- 
versary, shower or thank-you. Set in- 
cludes 60 place mats, 104%” x 14144”, 
32 8” doilies, 60 5”. $1.50 ppd. Add 
20 cents west of Miss. No CODs or 
stamps please. Win-Par Paper Co., 15 
Hathaway Street, Boston, 10, Mass. 





“Fog” Tender Young Plants 


“New hoze nozzle breaks water into a 
foglike spray.” Works on either high or 
low water pressure. For seed beds, new 
plantings, lath and greemhouses. To pre- 
vent washing away soil and fertilizer. 
Machined from solid brass. $1.95 post- 
paid or sent C.O.D. (Calif. add 6¢ tax). 
Money back guarantee. Fogg-it Sales 
Company, P. O. Box 383, Downey 24, 
Calif. Dealer inquiries invited. 
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Gadjo Flower Fashioner 


This new, easy-to-use Flower Fash- 
ioner of crystal clear plastic, attaches 
to sides or bottom of container by de- 
pressing plunger, assuring tip-proof dis- 
plays. It measures 3” x 3” with 24 square 
holes permitting unlimited variety of ar- 
rangements. Excellent gift item. $1.00 
ppd. Send check or money order to 
Gadjo Corporation, F-2, Box 386, Great 
Neck, N. Y. 





[__ralure Flower Arranger 


The unique design of Floralure makes 
every flower arrangement a creation of 
beauty. A handsome and impressive gift 
to give or to keep. Silvery wire holds 
13 removable tubes—use as many as you 


fancy. (An exact duplicate sells for 
$35.00). Only $10.00 ppd. Send for free 
catalogue. Bymail Associates, Dept. F, 
475 Fifth Ave., New York 17, N. Y. 
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Antique Reproductions 


The charm of Southern gardens is re- 
tained in these cast iron and cast alu- 
minum law sets. The complete set 
shown, $64.50. Settee £601, 39” wide, 
$22.50; armchairs, #602, 22144” wide, 
$16.00 ea; table, 160, 30” wide, $10.00. 
Shipped freight or express collect; 
specify which. J. F. Day & Co., Dept 40, 
1903 Fourth Ave. S., Birmingham, Ala. 





Flower Cutting Shears 


No more thorns or scratches with these 
fine quality, nickel-plated flower pick- 
ers. They snip and grip in one easy mo- 
tion. Handy for hard-to-reach blooms. 
7” long; light green enameled handles. 
Only $1.50 ppd. Send check or money 
order to Blossom Shop, Court 7, 327 
Sterling Place, Brooklyn 17, N. Y. 
Money back guarantee. 





Redwood Tray Table 


Modern, sturdy, two-piece indoor-out- 
door occasional table made of top-quality 
Calif. redwood has a lift-off tray top. 
Tray comes equipped with 6 Libbey 
tumblers fitting tipless hole-ders, plus 
colorful plastic snack platter. 30” long, 
18” wide, 26” high. $12.95 ppd (Calif. 
add 3% sales tax). Gilbert-Jordan Prod- 
ucts Co., Dept. F, Watsonville, Calif. 
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Throw-Away Picnic Plates 


Plastic surfaced paper plates for hot 
or cold foods. Dinner, luncheon and 
salad sizes—40 6”, 48 8” and 60 9” in 
burgundy and chartreuse mixed. $5.50 
ppd; add 25¢ W. of Miss. $2.95 half 
quantity. Plastic knives that cut, forks 
and spoons, burgundy only. 2 doz. each 
—all for $1.00. The Fitzgeralds, Dept. 
C50, 545 Fifth Ave., New York 17, N. Y. 





400" Water-Breaker 


New garden hose nozzle produces 
rain-like effect. 400 tiny concentrated 
streams of water reduce the pressure 
so that even with a high pressure your 
watering job can be done fast and 
effectively without damaging plants or 
disturbing soil. Used by professional 
growers. $1.50 ea. 6 or more $1.35 
ea. ppd. The Dramm Company, Mani- 
towoec, Wise. 





Cutter-Holder and Shears 


The easy action lever on this Wiss 18” 
iluminum cutter snips and holds out-of- 
reach flowers or thorny roses in one easy 
notion. Blade easily sharpened. $2.95 
ypd. There are many grass shears but 
mly one miracle. It is durable yet as 
‘asily operated as cloth scissors. Only 
2.65 ppd from Otto Pomper, 56 W. 
\dams, Chicago 3, Ill. 
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Corsage Kit and Lesson 


Here is everything-you need to make 
your own corsages: wire, tape, ribbons, 
chenille stems, collars, and a brand new 
item—a corsage frame. Plus “How to 
Make Fifteen Corsages”, a lesson illus- 
trated with actual photos, drawings. dia- 
grams. Kit and lesson $3.00. Lesson 
alone $1.00. Flower Schools, Ine., P. O. 
Box 386-F., Pacific Palisades, California. 








Brass & Copper Flower Basket 


A unique flower container with handy 
arranger-lid. The base and flower holder 
are of solid brass while the basket and 
handle are of solid copper. It is 6°,” 
wide and 914” high and allows for a 
variety of unusual arrangements. Priced 
at $2.95 ppd from Gift of the Month, 
Inc., 542 Fifth Avenue, New York 19, 
N. Y. Write for their free gift catalogue. 





Latticed Flower Arranger 


An entirely new principle in flower 
holders. Designed for vase rims 7” to 
10” in diameter. Holds flowers firmly at 
waterline allowing stems natural freedom 
and beauty. Particularly graceful in glass 
vases. Gives stems stability where it is 
needed. Priced at $1.50 postpaid from 
The Little Garden, Box F-5, Princeton, 
New Jersey. 
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For Weekend Picnics 


Sturdy portable grill for picnics or bar- 
becues. Legs fold along sides and body 
collapses to 1644” x 10” x 114” for easy 
storage. Cooking surface 11” x 16”— 
large enough to broil several good size 
steaks at one time. Constructed entirely 
of heavy gauge steel. Weighs 5 Ibs. 


Price $3.25 ppd from The Fitzgeralds, 
Dept. C-51, 545 Fifth Avenue, New York. 





Day-n-Night Markers 


White letters on Day-n-Night Mailbox 
and Lawn Markers gleam at night like 
road signs; both sides embossed (like 2 
license plates back-to-back) in rustproof 
aluminum. Up to 17 letters and num- 
bers. Satisfaction guaranteed. Mailbox 
Marker $1.95 ppd., Lawn Marker with 
26” wrought aluminum stand $2.95 ppd. 
Spear Engineering Co., 87 Spear Bldg., 
Colorado Springs, Colo. 





Electric Buffet Server 


Any hostess will be proud to own this 
round chrome plated server. It is 1314” 
in dia.; has 3 wells fitted with one-quart 
china ovenproof casseroles. Indispens- 
able for serving piping hot dishes out- 
doors. AC or DC. An outstanding gift. 
Priced at $26.95 ppd from Eunice Novel- 
ties, 541 Madison Ave., New York 22, 
N. Y. No COD’s please. 
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CYPRESS 


“The Wood Eternal’’ 


Hand made of Florida cypress 


Braced and cross braced for rigidity 
Rustproof fastenings throughout 
Built for comfort and beauty 

Dip treated with wood preservative 
Price includes freight charges 

Ideal for outdoors and indoors 


$16.99 


Immediate shipment 


3 PIECE SET y-wabsne 


1 Settee and 2 Chairs 
Add $1.50 Mississippi River to Denver; 
$3.00 Denver and West. Send Check or 


Money Order. Order 


direct and save. 


Cypress Gift ~~ 


Dept. F 


Sorry no C.O.D.’s. 


Bradenton, Florida 





NEW AUTOMATIC 


COLD DRIN 
DISPENSER 
FOR YOUR REFRIGERATOR 





COLD DRINKS ALWAYS ON TAP 


Just fill Tap-a-glass with water, lemonade, soda, 
iced tea, etc. —place in ie Agree BE aon 
have cold drinks ‘‘on tap!’’ So easy to 

press the spigot and presto! A glassful of. Sour 
favorite cold drink in 6 seconds! Even young- 
sters can get their own drinks. Tap-a-glass holds 
over a gallon. Made of odorless, easy-to-clean, 
crystal-clear Polystyrene—-you can always see 
when it Ae refilling! 5% x 5” x 131” in 
size. Only $2.95, — Or $2. 95 plus post- 
age if sent C.O.D. 10-day money-back guarantee. 


FOSTER PRODUCTS, Inc. 
Dept. TG-4, 659 Main St., New Rochelle, N. ¥. 























For lovely arrangements use 


BLUE RIBBON FLOWER HOLDERS 


4 





Flowers placed at any angle, large or small 
stems, will stay firmly in place in this non- 
rusting flower holder. 
VASE STANDS, resembling Chinese teakwood, 
protect furniture and add charm to flower 
arrangements. 
If you cannot buy our products in your favorite 
stores, send us $1.60 for a 3’ holder and $1.00 
for a Vase Stand. 
Garden Clubs: Write for our generous offer 
to groups. 

BLUE RIBBON FLOWER HOLDER CO. 
2315-17 Fourth St., Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio 

















SALT & PEPPER “SPRINKLERS” 
Only $1.00 Pair Postpaid 


Adorable little Sprinkling Cans made of 
polished aluminum and clear plastic, 2%” 
Use them on your table 
flowers. Perfect gift, 
COD’'S please. 
MAHONING GIFTS 
702 Wick Bldg. 


highly 
high. 
next to a centerpiece of 
prize, collectors item. No 


Dept. FG-1 
Youngstown, Ohio 














scientific watering! 





Amazing, New sprinklit 


5 sprayers on 1 hose 


beds, shrubs, trees, narrow 
Covers 1 to 1000 sq. ft. 
flow adjusted at 


Completely waters flower 
strips, irregular shaped areas. 
Sprayers turn on and off individually; 


faucet from full volume of fine spray down to soaking 
volume. : 

Utility hose with sprayers turned off. 50 ft. Goodrich 
plastic hose; 5 solid brass sprayers. Weighs only 8 Ibs. 


5-year guarantee 
Order Now—in time for hot weather. 
Goodrich Koroseal Plastic—$17.95 
Goodrich Ribbed Plastic—$14.95 
(Plus Postage—50c East of Miss.; $1.00 West of Miss.) 
SORRY NO C., O. D.’s 
HOWARD SALES COMPANY 
1650-B Belmont Ave. 
Dealer Inquiries Invited 


MAN'S HOSED... 
HOLDER 


Here’s a gardener’s 1 











gadget as handy as an 


oan yard man. Fits 
any nozzle. Keeps you 
dry. Press into lawn 


with your foot. Adjusts 





to any angle. ge 
steel, convenient 
height. Good fishing POSTPAID 
pole holder too! Send check or 


money order—no COD’s. Only $1 
postpaid. 
BAR-BROOK MFG. CO., INC. 


6133 Linwood Ave. Shreveport, La. 





New Hyde Park, N. Y~- 





A brand new garden tool. This Guide keeps 
hose from breaking plants and flowers while 
being used or moved. ' 











Hose rests across 
bird’s back or moves 
easily around the 


rolling pipe on the 
rod. Sticx it in the 
ground anywhere. 







Bird is made of alu- 
minum, mounted on a 
y" diam. steel rod. 
24" high. Weighs 2 
pounds. 


$2.50 postpaid. 6 or more $2.35 
| each postpaid. 
Write for new catalog of 275 
| strom  originals—weathervanes, 
lanterns, foot scrapers, etc. 


> 


Hagerstrom Metalcraft Studio 
46 Old Milwaukee Rd, Wheeling, 111. 





other Hager- 
signs, 


house 

















Fr GOODBYE 
| =_ Mosquitoes .. . 
| ll Moths . . . Gnats 


Kill-A-Bug 


| PORCH LAMP 
: $14.95 


Get this useful, attrac- 

a — tive electric fixture. 

iG Enjoy evening comfort 

— Kills smallest gnats to 

largest moths. Great 

for evening lawn par- 

ties on extension cord. Fits standard socket. No 

wearing parts. Lasts indefinitely except for usual 

replacement of ordinary light bulbs. Beautifully 

styled . . . durably made and finished. Only $14.95 

C.0.D. plus charges or postage prepaid if you remit 

with order. (Price less bulb.) Guaranteed to please 
or money refunded. Order now. 


Walter Williams and Company 
Dept. FGJ, 
2410 N. LAREVIEW CHICAGO, 





Nth 

Hl 

Ath 4 
ie ORES ET 


z 
£ 

we 
ri 
+ 
£ 


rf 
Ty 
y 
7 
rs 
ie 





b Pam lage 


elde)e sls vivwieiigie wipie 








TL 








ILLINOIS 








NEW! Trash Disposal Unit 
Burns Refuse Safely 


@ A new type outdoor 





dispose-all 


unit. safely and quickly burns gar 
bage and trash in any weather. All 
refuse, damp, green or dry is fully 
consumed Scientific draft desigr 
completely eliminates fire hazard of 
flying ash, sparks, burning, blow 


Intense combus 
neighber-annoying 


ing bits of paper 
tion removes 


nuisance of flying scraps, smoke 
smell. Sturdily built to last for years. Nothing to get 
out of order. Needs no watching. Will not blow over 
Will not destroy grass or shrubs. Ends refuse hauling 
and fire hazards to quickly pay for itself Measures 
23” square at base by 40” high. Weighs 23 lbs. Over 2 
bu. capacity. Recommended by Bureaus of Fire Pre 
vention. Full price $9.95—nothing else to buy. Sent 
F.0.B. Cleveland. Money back guarantee. Send check, 
cash, or money order to 


ALSTO COMPANY, Engineers Bldg. 
Cleveland 1, Ohio. 


Dept FG-7 




















BRING THE SONG BIRDS || Hagerstrom ORIGINALS 


to Your GARDEN 


WITH 


The 
Farry Stone 
BIRDBATH 


Beautiful Grecian fluted THE Binds 
column model. Large size; 730 

34” high, 8° col., base 
14” dia. Bowl 26” dia., 
has brass drain plug for 
easy emptying and clean- POSEY ROSEY 

ing. Bowl can be removed Distinctive new vane | 
from base. Built of white made of aluminum fin. 
cement concrete, heavily ished in rich black. Per- 
reinforced with steel rods fectly balanced; moves ‘ 
for strength and durabil- easily on oil-filled * 










SIGN. Attractive design in 
aluminum, finished in black. 
Your name in good size white 
metal letters both sides. Up 
to 12 letters $19.50. Each ad- 
ditional letter 25¢. 

Number $3.50. 


COPPER LANTERN 


Black finish 21” high 
13° wide. Comes 
wired, with chimney 
and 4 x 4” postcap 
$19.50. 






LAWN DINETTE 
Home Picnic Table (Knocked Down) 


Sturdy, rigid table-and-bench unit for dining out- 
doots. Made from selected lumber, cut to size 
and drilled (unpainted). Shipped to your door— 
knocked down and packaged—complete with bolts, 
screws and instructions. Can be assembled by any- 





















one in 60 min., using only a screw driver and ity. will last a lifetime. swivel. 27° wide 32” 
wrench. Illustrated is special 7 ft. model which White or in your choice high $18.50. Size 30 x 
alu- seats 12 persons. Standard 6 and 5 ft. tables seat of Pink, Red, Lt. Blue, 40” $25.00. 
ona sp Yellow, Lt. Green or Dark 
‘6a, 10 and 8 persons, respectively. . owe Brown. Colors ore all the Copper roof sane ex- 
: atalog Value ‘ : tra; see catalog. 
hs 2 Price for 5 ft., 8 person $9195 $18.00 way thru so cannot chip | | All prices f.0.b. Wheel- 
aepth TONS GO, anc oc.0o0054000000 SPECIAL SA > ing. 
.35 6 ft. table. . . .$23.95 . 7 ft. table... .$28.75 LE PRICE Write for free new cata- 
Shipped free U. S. east of Rockies. West of $9.95 PHILA. P 8 or onan eee 
Pi jee VU. 3. OG OF Rockies. -“ + PA. crafted signs, lanterns, 
ager- Rockies —$2.25 extra per table. (Wt. 290 Ibs.) vanes, fire screens, mail 
signs, Money refunded - +. aatieted boxes, foot scrapers, etc. 
RACINE SPECIALTY MFG. CO, Dept. J Sorry, no C. O. D.’ 
1417 H Han Si R W SUMMERS FAIRYSTONE STUDIO | HAGERSTROM METALCRAFT STUDIO 
amuton ot. acine,. Ws. 108 Franklin Avenue Cheltenham, Pa. | | 46 Old Milwaukee Road Wheeling, Il. 











BEAUTIFY YOUR GARDEN tfave fun with your own Outdoor Fireplace iy aN =i CAMEOS 


< Cathedral 


METAL 


Build from our detailed Plans 


or assemble our Kits. Au- : Build it Yourself — It’s EASY 
thentic SS & R 





DUTCH WINDMILLS Everyone loves to cook 


and eat outdoors. For a 



































































LIGHTHOUSE VAC ; fireplace that costs less 
LAWN CHAIRS ; Be and works right, just fit $ 30 
oe GARDEN ARBORS masonry to this Model W &: 
TRELLISES _ OF-28. 21” high, 26” long, sas 
Grats BIRD HOUSES 13%” wide. See your dealer pe ease aerate a ie 
" . Ww eac air, n Ne 
FLOWER BOXES pak regen oe Send money SCOPE PEN — 18 atti? Plated. (If 
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J ae } r oO $3.50 . additional. 
BIRDS. Over 50,000 Satisfied Customers. OF Reente = stares — whelesniers, write. 
Send 10c. for fine, illustrated CATALOG ee ee LE METAL PRODU cTs 
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*‘Nature Packed”’ 


HOLLY 


New—nothing like it anywhere else. 
Send for free booklet 


EARLE DILATUSH 


Holly Specialist 
Rt. 25 (Near Trenton) Robbinsville, N. J. 














orictly LILIES 


of Informative catalog profusely 


YA y= Hlustrated in color. Send 25c for 


«2 your copy TODAY! 


ROMAINE B. WARE caves, one 











IRIS 
BETTER its 


VARIETIES 
Catalog on Request 


LINCOLN’ S IRIS GARDEN 


1200 Lake Pueblo, Colorado 


PRICES 














IRIS 
DAYLILIES 


(Hemerocallis) 
Send for free color catalog 


MILLIKEN GARDENS 


383 W. Colorado 


Arcadia, Calif. 





Plant IMPORTED 


Oe 


This Fall 


Associated 
Bulb Growers 


of Holland 
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SUL... 
Offering the best in ees hyacinths, etc. 
STASSEN FLORAL GARDENS, Dept. 17, ROSLYN HEIGHTS, N. Y. 

















AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY 











Classified Advertising Section 








HOCeEHOUESEEDE TENE 


RATE 35 CENTS PER WORD: (30 cents per word for 
three or more consecutive insertions using same copy). 
Minimum order accepted in the Classified Section—$7.00 
per single insertion. Special Headings $1.50 extra per 
issue. Terms: CASH WITH ORDER. No discount to 
agencies. Address: Flower Grower, Classified Dept., 
99 N. Broadway, Albany, N. Y. 











African Violets — 
SEE MY ADVERTISEMENT, Page 63. Illustrated 
catalog contains valuable cultural advice, FREE! MRS. 
JENNIE SPOUTZ, 13310 State Fair No. 9, Detroit, 
Michigan. 

SEND YOUR name and address today to receive our 
free monthly Newsletter and Price List. RUSSWARD, 
629 West Matthews, Jonesboro, Ark. 

MANY NEW SECRETS OF EXPERTS! Latest en- 
larged fourth edition ‘“‘Care and Culture African Vio- 
lets’’, Loyd Putnam Lindsey, 60¢. Safety violet 
waterer 25¢. (no oamee. AFRICAN VIOLETS. Box 
1666, Asheville, N. 

STARTED PLANTS. oe to pot 10—$3. Postage Paid. 
Our selection from 51 varieties. Free list. ROSEBUD 
FLORAL CO., 351 N. Burgess Avenue, Columbus 4, onie. 


AFRICAN VIOLETS. Nice plants, 50¢ to $1.5 

Write for list. Six rooted cuttings, all different Ibo. 
12 leaves. Two each of six varieties, $1.10, our se- 
tection. Violet soil, 3 Ib., $1.00. Large bag Vermicu- 
lite 85¢. AFRICAN VIOLET SHOP, Gordonsville, 
Virginia. e 
“NEW AFRICAN VIOLET BOOK’’, Complete instruc- 
tions, care of adult plant, starting leaves, Growing seed, 
Light, Temperature, Watering, Insecticides, Soil formula, 
Crown rot, Feeding. Much useful knowledge. Price 54¢. 
HARRIET CLEMO, 2504 39th St., Des Moines, lowa. 


AFRICAN VIOLET SEED KIT. A real indoor garden- 
ing thrill! All guesswork removed. 25 to 75 fine 
plants, all different, each one, technically, a new 
variety. Kit developed from recommendations of one 
of America’s leading experts. Contains propagating 
box, special growing mixture, soil conditioner, 100 seeds. 
Finest seed strain. Complete, easily followed instruc- 
tions included . . . plus bulletin on African Violet care. 
Send one dollar plus 25¢ packing, postage to: MAHR 
COMPANY, Box 585, Dept. CSK, Des Moines, Iowa. 
SELF-WATERING POTS are excellent for African Vio- 
lets. Save, Make your own. Four wicks and instruc- 
tions,  50¢. MANILLA GREENHOUSE, Manilla, 
Indiana. Rn ae 
WE REGRET TO ANNOUNCE that our business here at 
the greenhouses compels us to discontinue our mailing 
of plants and leaves etc. as of June 1, 1950. Our illus- 
trated booklet on the care and culture of African Violets 
with a complete list of duplications of variety by name 50¢. 
NO STAMPS PLEASE. or and visitors always wel- 
come. Greenhouses are located one mile east of the 
Granger School. GRANG rt GARDENS, R. 1, Wads- 
worth, Ohio. 

RED KING, OLD LACE, PERIWINKLE, RUFFLES, 
GORGEOUS BICOLOR, $1.75. Write for price list of new 
varieties. WILLIAM GOULD, JR., 11 Rock Creek Drive, 
Greenville, S. C. a 
AFRICAN VIOLETS: Fine Selection. All kinds of house 
plants and ivies. Send for free catalog. TERRACE 
VIEW GARDENS, Greencastle, Indiana. 

“BUY BAXTER’S A A STRAIN AND YOU WILL 
GET THEM TRUE T ME”’. Circular Free upon re- 
quest. We keep no ee list. Some new varieties this 
Fall. R. G. BAXTER, Box 1444, Youngstown, Ohio. 























Agapenthus 
WHY NOT ENJOY SOMETHING DIFFERENT. Aga- 





panthus, ‘Blue Lily of the Nile’. This exotic lily will 
attract attention wherever grown with its dazzling 
beauty. Special Offer: Personally selected plants, guar- 


anteed to grow. 12 jumbo divisions, 
stock $5.00. E, E. 
Calif. 


from blooming size 
COWDREY, Rt. 4, Box 1552, Vista, 








Amaryllis 


AMARYLLIS SEEDS. HAND POLLINATED HYBRIDS, 
Mixed colors, extra large, fifty $1.10 postpaid. Early order 
— GEO, CANADAY, 1745 Prytania, New Orleans, 
4a. 


IMPORTED DUTCH 








AMARYLLIS SEED, Ludwig 
strain, packets 25 seed, pink shades, $2.00; choice as- 
sorted shades, $1.00; free Amaryllis catalogue. WYND- 
HAM HAYWARD, Lake mont Gardens, Winter Park, Fla. 








Baby Evergreens 


BABY EVERGREENS—-seeds, seedlings and transplants, 
Many varieties for ornamental, windbreak, Xmas tree, 
and hs | planting. Strawberries and _ blueberries, 
Nurs and seed reference aa free. GIRARD BROS, 
NURS RSERIES, 3, Geneva, . Ohio 











Beekeepers Supplies 


BEEHIVE FACTORY SELLING DIRECT saves you 25% 

on best grade equipment. Carloads in stock. Free C ata- 

ios. \ gees KELLEY CO., Dept. FG, Paducah, 
entucky. 








Books 


GARDEN BOOKS, American, British, new and old. 
Ask to have your name placed on our mailing list. 
HORTICULTURAL BOOK SERVICE, 208 Detroit 
Avenue, Concord, California. 











Bromeliads 


BROMELIADS—Flowering size Fancy Billbergia plants, 
rubro-cyanea $1.00—grandiflora $1.25—pyramidalis $1.50, 
All for only $3.00, prepaid. PERC ASH, 1215 North 
Nopal, Santa Barbara, Calif. 

BILLBERGIA HYBRIDS. Ideal for house or patio, 
tropical plantings, and dish gardens. 3 varieties only 
$2.00 postpaid. Culture directions, SCOTTS, Rt. 4, 
Box 350, Vista, Calif. 





Budget Corsages 

“THE TRICK OF MAKING YOUR OWN CORSAGES.” 
A beautiful little book with complete instructions, fully 
illustrated, by Sophia Naumburg, Nationally Accredited 
Flower Show Judge, Certificate of Merit, N. Y. School 
of Floral Designing, $1.00 postpaid. Book with Corsage 
Kit containing floral tape, ribbon, tying wire and corsage 
pins. $3.00 postpaid. Satisfaction guaranteed. FLORAL 
ART, Dept. | CZ, West_ Englewood, N. 


= Bulbs 


BULBS FROM HOLLAND. Our catalogue offering hun- 
dreds of varieties of TULIPS, DAFFODILS, HYA- 
CINTHS, CROCUS, etc., will be sent on application. 
J. HEEMSKERK, c/o P. van Deursen, Sassenheim, 
Holland. 

BULBS FOR FALL DELIVERY daffodils, tulips, iris, 
hyacinths, and crocus. Send for our price list offering 
morons discounts and premiums for orders placed early. 
RIVER’S EDGE FLOWER FARM, Nuttall, Gloucester 
County, _ Virginia. 

















Busieses Opportunities 


FREE. ‘Tilustrated Booklet on ‘505 Odd, Successful Busi- 
nesses."" Work at home. $2: 50 week reported. Expect 


something Odd! PACIFIC, Oceanside, Calif. 








Cacti & Succulents 


FREE CACTI. Three different rare blooming size dwarf 
cacti, including Mexican yellow ball. Send 25¢ handling 
charges. FITZPATRICK’S CACTI, Edinburg, Texas. 
CACTUS-SUCCULENTS: Twenty named varieties— 
$1.00 prepaid—year membership—illustrated Handbook 
50¢. NATIONAL CACTUS SUCCULENT CLUB, 14286 
Polk ‘Street, San Fernando, California. 




















Chrysanthemums 
EARLY GARDEN CHRYSANTHEMUMS. 8 new beauti- 
ful varieties labeled $1. Free 1950 list. ROSEBUD 
ORAL CO., 351 N. Burgess Ave., 





Columbus 4, Ohio. — 


Daffodils 


DOWN THE DAFFODIL PATH: | Requests Daffodil show 
chairmen to send newspaper clippings of all 1950 shows 
immediately, that they may be tabulated in our new 
catalog out in June Please send for your copy 
EMELENE M. COLE, Coos Bay, Oregon. 

DAFFODILS extra large Flowering Bulbs, Special July 
only, per bushel not prepaid, King Alfred $18.00, Van 
Waveren’s Giant $22.00, Franciscus Drake or Killigrew 
$24.00, Crocus, Bath Flame, or Aspasia $20.00, Victoria 
and Golden Spur field run mixed $14.00. VITO 
CONENNA BULB FARM, Snohomish, Washington. 











Delphiniums 


CHOICE DELPHINIUM, PACIFIC GIANT, Prizewinner 
at a owen & State shows. Plants & Seed also Giant 
Primroses. Free Literature. OFFERMAN DELPHINIUM 
GARDE NS, 4709 W. Stevens, Seattle 6, Washington. 
“WEST 0’ THE ROCKIES” DELPHINIUM. Brilliant 
scarlet, rose and pink flowered SPECIES HYBRIDS 
Descriptive folder upon request. A. A. SAMUELSON, 
R. 2, Pullman, Wash. 

WRITE FOR FREE Deiphinium and Hardy Flower 
Catalog and Culture Guide, KLEIN’S GREENHOUSE, 
North Salem, Indiana. 

DELPHINIUMS: Finest Blue, white and orchid shades 
Pudor’s original strains. Catalog free. SWAYNE’S 
GARDENS (Successors to 0. M, Pudor) P. O. Box 109-F, 
Puyallup, Washington. 


Fertilizers-Soil Cenditionese 


COMPOST—5000 YEARS OLD. From pre-historic lake- 
bed. Rich, pure, dried, screened, odorless, weed-free 














humus. Big trial bag $1.00 postpaid. 100 Ibs. $5.75 
freight collect. BLACK ACRES FARM, Appleton, 
Wisconsin. 





COW MANURE BRICK makes 16 quarts liquid for 
wetting house plants, gardens, lawns, at your dealer, or 
trial lot 8 for $2.40; 25 for $7.00 postpaid. ALLEN 
co., Pittstown, N. J. 





” ie iesnmmeahe 


TAKE SNAPSHOTS of your favorite flowers in color. 
Get your camera from our wide assortment of nationally 
advertised makes AT GREAT SAVINGS. Write for 
free illustrated catalog. OLDEN CAMERA CO., 1265 
Broadway at 32nd. St., N. Y. 1, | nN z= 





Fuchsias 


FUCHSIAS SEED AND PLANTS. 
plants, $2.00. Catalogue on request. JOE PLU MME R. 
115 ¢ Chorro & St., San_ Luis Obispo, California, 


onion “Accessories 


PERMANENT PLANT LABELS, 120 for $1.00, $6.00 per 
M. of specially tempered soft aluminum alloy. B 
simply pressing the letters into the metal with penci 
Point or stylus you have a permanently embossed, fade 
proof metal label, 8 inches by % inch. Large sheets, 7(/ 
square —— $1.00. ELLIS LABEL CO. 2020 Grand 
Ave., St. Paul 5, Minn. 

ELECTRIC HOE—Drawings and Specifications so you 


can build it yourself $1.00. CORTELYOU MACHINI 
SHOP & FOUNDRY, Oblong, Illinois, 





100 seeds, $2.0 




















Geraniums 
ZONAL GERANIUMS exclusively. Flowering, Fancy- 
Leaved, Dwarf, and Odd varieties. Send 10¢ for catalog 
describing 224 varieties. HOLMES C. MILLER, Route 
2, Box 647, Los Altos, California, 
6 GERANIUMS $1.00 Prepaid. My Selection. Plants 


all labeled and different. Grow 350 varieties of Standard, 
Ivy and Scented. No catalogue. CONN’S GERANIUM 
GARDEN, Rt. 1, Box 1730, Carlsbad, Calif, 
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4 GERANIUMS $2.00 postpaid. Nice labeled assort- 
ment about six inches high soon to bloom. WISEHART 
NURSERY, Dept. 10, Frankfort, Ohio. 


Gladiolus 


FIVE MILLION GLADIOLUS BULBS grown on thirty 
acres sandy soil. Catalog ready January 10th. Postal 
card gets one. VENNARD’S, Box 394F, Sioux City, 
lowa. 
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Hawaiian Tropical Plants 

AWAIIAN TROPICAL PLANTS, Airmailed, postpaid: 
Colestan Dracaenas; Eranthemums, Graptophyllums, | red, 
white, yellow; Cyclanthus; Spathiphyllum; 4 to 6 in. 
high. 6 for $12.00; Hibiscus seeds, 15 for $1.00. Address 
HOMEGROWERS, P. QO. Box 1, Waimanalo, Oahu, 7. i. 





Hemerocallis—Daylilies 


DAYLILIES—Surely you’ll want our catalog in natural 
colors trom the largest grower in America. It’s yours, 
it’s tree! See our display ad in other parts of this 
magazine. RUSSELL GARDENS, Box C, Spring, Texas. 
DAYLILIES: ALL OF AND ONLY DR. STOUT’S HY- 
BRIDS. Catalog free, excepting 10¢ coin west of Den- 
ver, Colorado. FARR NURSERY CO., Box 54, Weiser 
Park, Pa. 

DAYLILIES-IRIS. We send you blooming size plants at 
attractive prices. Special collections at big saving. 
HOWE GARDENS, Holliston, Massachusetts. 








Iris 
IRISES OF DISTINCTION. Send for our free catalog 
listing the finest. EASY BREEZE GARDENS, Route 3, 
sox 201 F, Yakima, Washington. 








1RIS—Tall Bearded, Fall bloomers, Dwarf, intermediate, 
Spuria, Beardless, Siberian. ORIENTAL POPPIES, 
HEMEROCALLIS, PEONIES, PERENNIAL. Catalog 
Free. IMPERIAL IRIS GARDENS, Cornell, Ilinois. 


TOP IRIS, YOUR CHOICE at special collection, prices. 
Free catalog, 7 Iris Giants, including Wm. Setchell, 
largest iris grown, labelled, postpaid_ ($3.45 value) only 
$2.25. WILSON IRIS GARDEN, 740B Ash, Ottawa, 
Kansas. ; ad ‘ 
SUPERIOR WASHINGTON GROWN RHIZOMES. 
Gorgeous new bearded varieties. Free list. “IRIS CITY 
GARDENS.” Rt. 2, Box 307F, Walla Walla, Wash- 
ington. - 
IRIS: Dwart, Intermediate, Tall Bearded, Fall Bloomers, 
Siberian. Catalog by request. Wholesale list, to Com- 
mercial Growers only. IRISDALE GARDENS, 528 W. 
Bristol St., Elkhart, Ind. is 

NORTHERN GROWN IR1IS—the best of the old and the 
new. Featuring Siberians, Spurias, bearded Iris. Free 
catalog. SHEYENNE GARDENS, Fargo, North Dakota. 


TALL BEARDED IRIS—Properly grown stock in newest 
and best varieties. Free catalog. CHERRY HILL IRIS 
GARDENS, Pleasant Valley, Penna. 

MISSOURI’S LARGEST IRIS GARDENS. Visitors al- 
ways welcome. Write For List. PLAINVIEW IRIS 
GARDENS, Box 6648, Northeast Station, Kansas City, 
Mo. 

KAEMPFERI IRIS. Superb Eylar strain. Exquisite new 
combinations of colorings. Free price _ list. EYLAR 
GARDENS, R. 2, Box 610, Renton, Washington. 
GIGANTIC INVENTORY REDUCTION SALE, new and 
standard Iris. Also Hemerocallis, Peonies and Oriental 
Poppies. Send for price list. TOPNOTCH GARDENS, 
Chesterton, Indiana. 

ALL COLORS giant Iris, large double Chrysanthemums, 
Assorted, 15—$1.00, 10 different rooted pot plants $1.00. 
Postpaid. SALLIE HOVATER, Spruce Pine, Ala. 
IRIS: Beautiful new and old favorite varieties. Catalog 
free. SWAYNE’S GARDENS, (Successors to O. M. 
Pudor), P. O. Box 109-F, Puyallup, Washington. 
1R1S—Fine northern grown. Best of the new and older 
varieties. Free price list. BLODGETT IRIS GARDENS, 
1008 E,. Broadway, Waukesha, Wis. 

IRIS KAEMPFERI COLLECTION: 8& beautiful named 
arieties, labeled, postpaid, $2.50. List: Hemerocallis, 
Ilostas, Beardless Irises. LARK MEADOWS, West 
Mansfield, Massachusetts. 











Lawn Grasses Wage 


WONDER LAWN GRASSES, Zoysia, Chinese Centipede, 
St. Augustine $35.00 bu. Permanent—Thrives in shade. 
LAW, Box 54, Brookhaven, Ga. 


Lilies 
EASTER LILIES. 1950 Fall Prices now available on 


commercials. Planting Stock and Information on Culture. 
CLINE’S LILY GARDENS, Langlois, Oregon. __ 


ioe Miscellaneous 


OUTDOOR TOILETS, CESSPOOLS, Septic Tanks cleaned, 
leodorized with amazing new product. Just mix dry 
powder with water; pour into toilet. Safe, no poisons. 
Save digging and pumping costs. Postcard brings free 
letails. BURSON LABORATORIES, Dept. W-41, 955 
Willard Ct., Chicago 22, Ill. 
GERANIUMS, 4, red, white, pink, salmon $1.00: Iris, 
different, $1.50; 25 Daffodils, $1.00. All 3 collections 
$5.00. STANFIELD GARDENS, Delaware, Ark. 








Myrtle 
MYRTLE (Vinca Minor). Fifty nice plants $2.50 post- 
aid. Hundred for $4.00 postpaid. Thousand $30.00 


postpaid. CHARLES K. STOTLEMEYER, Hancock, 
Maryland. 








Orchid Cactus 


EXHIBITION QUALITY ORCHID CACTUS—Blooming 
ize plants any colors $1.50 and $3.00. Small 30¢. Six 
lifferent cuttings $1.00. Potted plants Expressed—Balled 
ostpaid. PERC ASH, 1215 North Nopal, Santa Barbara, 


alifornia. a 

Orchids 
JRCHIDS—Species—Hybrids—Botanicals, too numerous 
0 list. Write for cultural information and spring cata- 
og on established and unestablished plants. Also 
rchid growers supplies and reliable electric cables and 
hermostats for all purposes. FINCK FLORAL CO., R 
412, Box 287, Kirkwood 22, Missouri. 











LIQUIDATION SALE, all hybrids, species, botanicals, 
at reduced prices. Many rare varieties. Eng. hybrids in 
all colors. HOUSE OF ORCHIDS, Montelair, N. J. 
GROW YOUR OWN VANDAS. 18” Juachim cuttings 
from our hardy Hawaiian plants. Easy to grow, bloom 
profusely. Plant now for Fall and Winter trade. $10 
dozen, $85 per hundred. Includes air-delivery and culture 
directions. Summer prices. ALOHA-AIRE, Box 1408-F, 
Honolulu. 

FOR SIMPLE INSTRUCTIONS on how to grow orchids 
easily at home, send 10¢ in stamps or coin. C. M. 
ea Orchids, 210-A Yorkshire Drive, Birmingham 
» Ala. 











ORCHIDS 


HYBRIDS—BOTANICALS 
SPECIES @ SEEDLINGS 


ORCHIDS BY WILSON 


MADISON AVE. MORRISTOWN, N. J. 











ORCHID PEAT (Osmunda) Potting Material. Hobby 
bag. Liberal supply $2.00 prepaid. Bale $10.00 F.O.B. 
Blooming Size 5 in. pot Cattleya, will flower soon, $5.00. 
— NURSERY, Box 20, San Mateo, Fla. Cash 
*lease. 








Oriental Poppies hee 


CURTIS GARDEN, 5930 Argus Rd., Cincinnati 24, 
Ohio. Oriental Poppies. Fine. varieties and Curtis 
introductions. Large plants make satisfied customers. 
Send for list. 

ORIENTAL POPPIES—World’s largest collection. Free 
list, 3 different shades, named, labeled, postpaid $1.00. 
L. W. KNAPP, Zionsville, Indiana. 


Peonies 7 


AUTEN PEONIES. Finest reds: finest singles and Japs: 

rose fragrant doubles: brilliant early Hybrids. Healthy 
roots, moderate prices. Free Peony with, certain orders. 

Free Catalogue. Collection C, 5 Peonies, all different, 

labelled, $3.00, postpaid. EDWARD AUTEN, JR., Box 
7., Princeville, Lllinois. ° 





Poinsettia —_ - 


POINSETTIA PLANTS to bloom this fall and winter. 
3 for $1.00. Culttral directions. PHILIP PATE, 
Kissimmee (10), Florida. Dealers use your letterhead. 





Primroses 


WISCONSIN GARDEN GROWN POLYANTHUS and 
other Primulas. Plants, seedlings, seeds. Delightful 
literature free. GARDENS of THE PINES, 1904 
Spring Street, Racine, Wisconsin. 

BARNHAVEN’S FAMOUS HARDY PRIMROSES, silver- 
dollar size in magnificent colors and shades. Hand-pol- 
linated seed, seedlings, divisions breeding stock. Asiatics, 
Auriculas, Julianas, Doubles in free illustrated catalog 
that is different. BARNHAVEN, Gresham, Ore. 








aA a Prize Awards 


PRIZE AWARDS for Flower Shows. Write for Samples 
and prices to THE HORNER PRESS, PO Box 85, 
Rutledge, Del. Co., Pennsylvania. 


Sempervivums 


COLORFUL HEN & CHICKS 10 varieties. Labeled. 
Prepaid $2.00. Over 100 different varieties. ‘‘Make a 
Hobby of Hardy Sempervivums.’’ MacPHERSON GAR 
DENS, 2920 Starr, Toledo 5, Ohio. 


Special Offers 
FREE SPRING CATALOGUE. Evergreens, Roses, Aza- 
leas, Flowering shrubs, Perennial plants and Bulbs. 
FRANKLIN DAHLIA GARDENS, Dept. K, P.O. Box 
1572, Knoxville, Tennessee. ies 
VITAMINS at large savings. All brands. Write today 
tor FREE price list and guide. LEVITT DRUGS, Box 
718-FG, Woodmere, N. Y. 
ALL COLORS Giant Bearded Iris, and Giant Large 
double Chrysanthemums assorted 15 each $1.00. ANN 
HUGHES, 427 Norton Grove, Russellville, Ala. 
ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISSI. This lovely ceramic figurine 
is 7” high, off white only, $2.25, Postpaid. RUTH SHOP- 
MYER, Manchester Rd., Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 
GET MAXIMUM PLEASURE FROM YOUR GARDEN. 
Use picture of it or your house or other subject on pos- 
cards and greetings. Samples 10¢ credited on order. 
TIFFT, 28 Tifft Road, Dover, N. H. 











_ Sweet Rocket 
TEN LARGE OR TWENTY SMALL Sweet Rocket plants 
$2.00. Guinea eggs $2.00 dozen. Dahlias. CYRIL 
MENGES, Rural Ninety-Five, Watsontown, Pa. ast, 


Tropical Plants 


FRAGRANT GINGER — Lei Flower of Old Hawaii — 
KAHILI GINGER (Spectacular), CANTON GINGER 
(For preserving and candying), SHELL GINGER (Pink 
Porcelain), CREAM YELLOW GINGER (Exotic fra- 
grance). Rhizones, each $2.00 postpaid. SPECIAL 
WHITE GINGER, $1.00 each. TROPIC GARDENS, 
P. O. Box 344, Beverly Hills, Calif. 


Tulips —_ 


TULIPS FOR FALL PLANTING—Large, high quality, 
reasonably priced. Discount for early orders. Send for 
catalog. NOBLE GARDENS, Girard, Pa. 





Vermiculite 


TERRA-LITE brand vermiculite—Buy the original, buy 
the best, at your local garden supply dealer. Approximate 
prices: 2 bushel bag, $1.85; % bushel, .85; 4 qt. bag .39, 
For name of dealer nearest you, and FREE literature, 
write TERRA-LITE DIVISION, Zonolite Company, 135 
S. LaSalle Street, Chicago 3, Il. 

AGRI-LITE—100% Pure Vermiculite, specially proc- 
essed for all horticultural uses. The miracle growing 
medium for starting all kinds of seedlings and cut- 
tings. Try it and see for yourself. Sold as follows: 
2 bushel bag—$2.70, Half-bushel bag—$1.19, and 4 
quart bag—59¢. All prices postpaid. Cash with 
order. WYODAK CHEMICAL DIVISION, Dept. FG, 
4600 East 71st St., Cleveland 5, Ohio. 


Wildflowers 
NATIVE WILDFLOWERS: Rhododendrons, azaleas, 
evergreens, shrubs. trees, perennials, orchids, ferns, 
vines. Free catalogue. THREE LAURELS, Marshall, 
; & 

















PEONIES © IRISES © BULBS 
DAY LILIES © POPPIES 


Colorful Catalog No. 37 FREE 
Early Reservations Advised 


C. F. WASSENBERG 
42 Miles East on U. S. 30 
VAN WERT, OHIO 














PROTECT YOUR EVERGREENS, 
SHRUBBERY, FLOWERS AND LAWN 
Ornamenta! design adds to beauty of yard or garden. 
Self-Supporting—No Stakes or Posts! 
Easy to set up and just as easy to remove 
WRITE US FOR LITERATURE, PRICE AND NAME 
OF NEAREST DEALER 
BROADWAY MACHINE & MANUFACTURING CO. 
(DEPT. F, SHELBYVILLE, INDIANA 








HEBERLING’S GLADIOLUS, Inc. 


THE BEST IN EXHIBITION AND 
COMMERCIAL GLADS. 
Quality Bulbs at Reasonable Prices. Fall List 
Sept. Ist. Ask for List Now. 


J. H. HEBERLING, 


Easton, IH. 


¥ GORO Complete Plant Food 


supplies in ample amounts all the vital 














nutrient elements growing things must 


get from the soil. 


A PRODUCT OF SWIFT & COMPANY 








HOWDY, GARDENER, 

Did you buy this 
FLOWER GROWER from our 
mutual friend, your 
local magazine dealer? 
He'll be glad to help 
you become a regular 
FLOWER GROWER sub— 
scriber. Just fill in 
the coupon, attach 
$3.00, and give it to 
your local dealer... 


Yes, | want FLOWER GROWER sent directly 
to my home each month. 


1 am attaching $3.00 for a full 12 month 
subscription. 


Address 


City. . , Zone SOD, os: sna 0% 


Give this coupon to your local magazine dealer 
or mail to FLOWER GROWER, Albany |,N. Y. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
J] My name is. ........ cece en eceeeccceces 
| 
| 
| 
| 
l 
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Galvanized Steel Garden Markers 


with White Zinc Name Plates 


now available for HOME GARDENS—Stout Steel Staff 
Will Not Rust, Will Last for Years. 


A—Our new 12 inch Hair Pin Type Garden Marker 
with a three inch lock rim Name Plate which can be removed 
and replaced in a jiffy. 


THE WHITE ZINC name plate can be marked on both sides, pencil marks 
stay for years. 

The stiff steel wire’ standards are easily stuck in the ground. 

Look neat in the garden, nice for Iris, roses and tulips. 


Prepaid Doz. 60c, 20 for $1, 100 for $3.50 
Extra lock rim name plates {'/2c each 


B—White Zinc 7 inch Labels 

permanently mark trees, shrubs and plants. Pencil marks stay through 
rain and snow. 

Write on both sides, easily fastened by wrapping around stalk or branch and folding end over. 

We have made these labels for years and have thousands of satisfied customers. 

Prepaid 25 for 40c; 100 for $1; 500 for $4 


C—Double Wire Garden Marker—Improved Shielded Name Plate 


with 9 inch Steel wire standards and horizontal WHITE ZINC NAME PLATE which may be marked on both 
sides. The wire frame permits use of under side for date or other memos. Slightly tilted for easier reading. 
Handy when planting bulbs, seeds and plants. You will like this improved marker. : 

Prepaid—Doz. 60c; 20 for $1.00; 100 for $3.50 Extra Zine Plates Without Wire, ic Each 


D—11" SWINGING LABEL 
$3 inch Zine Name Tab secured to 11 inch STEEL Standard, adjustable to flat position for easy reading when 
standing over it. Can be pushed down flat for winter, nice for tulips and other bulbs. Will be bright and legible 
when springtime comes. 

Doz. 49c, 30 for $1.00, 100 for $2.50 
E—11/2" OK ROSE MARKER 
A new 1948 introduction. Large WHITE ZINC name plate has wide flanges with four accurately spaced holes 
thru which stiff STEEL standards freely slide up over the tilt into secure position. A new plate can be put on 
easily. The price is a little higher for this better marker but worth it. 

Doz. 70c, 18 for $1.00, 100 for $4.00 

H—Six inch Rock Garden—Pot Label 
“‘Handy as a pocket in a shirt.’’ Penciled names defy moisture, heat and weather. Neat, Modest and Durable. 
Strong Steel wire sticker. White Zinz name plate. Low cost permits generous use, 

Prepared 40 for $1; 100 for $2.20 Extra name plates not available 


TRIAL KIT 


To acquaint new customers with our markers and labels we prepay Three each of A, C, D, E, H, and 25B 
together with a weatherproof pencil all for $1.00. 


EVERLASTING LABEL COMPANY Box 93, PAW PAW, MICH. 





Special Weatherproof Pencil 10¢ 


Name plates without wire 2'/2c each 

















Less Garden Labor 


More Garden Beauty ° 
with Dr. Stout’s . . 


HYBRID DAYLILIES 


@ New colors, types, seasons. 

@ Better habits—bloom and garden 

@ Regardless of heat and drought 

@ Withstand neglect. No insect pests 


INTRODUCTORY COLLECTION 


6 choice named daylilies, our selection, for 
bloom from spring to fall. Value $6.00 for 
$4.50, postpaid. Growth guaranteed. Plant 
now for bloom next summer and a lifetime 
thereafter. Free catalog. 




















Plants grown in Washington's famous Yakima Valley are hardy and vigorous, 
producing large flowers on sturdy stalks 





CHOOSE FROM THESE VARIETIES 
Atroviolacea 5 in. Red blue 
Axzurea 4 in. Sky blue 
Balkana 8 in. Pink-red toned 
Bride 10 in. White 

Cyanea 7 in. Dark blue 


Dapperling 6 in. Yellow 


COLLECTION 
ixmude 6 in. Medium yellow 
10 PLANTS for $2.50 Helge 8 in. Yellow 
+e (ull 25 PLANTS for 5.00 Laddie Boy 8 in. Dark blue 
ei 8 4 Postpaid and Labeled Mogador 6 in. White—Yellow 


Pr / 


Paltec 8 in. Sky blue 
Pixie 6 in. Yellow and ivory 
Rose Mist 8 in. Mauve 


Snow Maiden 8 in. White 
Socrates 9 in. Dark red 


Yellow Frills 10 in. Fine gold 
Zua 10 in. Crinkled white 






Mongol 8 in. Blue—Red purple 
Orange Queen 7 in. Lemon yellow 


Sapphire Night 10 in. Pansy violet 


Sound Money 10 in. Rich yellow 


JOHN H. MARBLE GRANDVIEW « WASHINGTON 





The Flower Grower 
Round Robins 


An organization of correspondence 
clubs devoted to the study and discus- 
sion of all subjects related directly or 
indirectly to gardening. Annual dues 
$1.00, to defray office expenses, payable 
to Mrs. Wickman. 


Conducted by 
Masext E, WicKMAN 
1014 Churchill Ave., Utica 4, N. Y 


his month two members of the 

Gladiolus Robins have compiled a 
gladiolus symposium, the results of 
which are shown on page 23. Other 
Robins may want to make up their own 
lists of favorites. 

Here is a letter from a new member 
of the Birds Round Robin: 

“Birds are a hobby with me, and I 
operate as a municipal enterprise 
through the courtesy of our city council, 
which passed an ordinance making my 
collection of birds a municipal affair, in 
return for my opening the collection to 
the public and the schools. My wife grows 
exhibition iris and chrysanthemums, 
and our two hobbies fit nicely together. 

“At this time I have 14 varieties of 
pheasants, four of quail, five of water- 
fowl, as well as some peafowl, doves 
and several varieties of the smaller caged 
birds. The peafowl and some of the 
doves and pheasants are at large in the 
yard and never fail to draw quite a bit 
of comment and interest from visitors. 
I have been keeping birds, various ani- 
mals and reptiles most of my life. Wild 
birds stop here, as well as humming 
birds. barn owls, blue herons and wood 


ducks.” 


New Group Requested 


Books on Gardening. 


Members Needed 


There are vacancies in the following 
Robins: House Plants, Roses, Peren- 
nials, Annuals, Caged Birds, Cacti and 
Succulents, Dahlias, General Gardening. 
Gloxinia and African Violets, Delphin- 
iums, Seed Sowing and Peonies. 


Directors Needed 


Directors are needed for the following 
Robins: Coleus, Flower Arrangement 
General Gardening, Gloxinias, Gesneria. 
House Plants, Plant Propagation and 
Rock Gardens. 


Dropped Group 


General Gardening for Maine, Stamps. 
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8 
CreS NEWS On Frants spray 
away 
1ce . nN - 
ng Novelties to Try in Your Own Garden CRAB GRASS 
or 
ble DTASSIUM CYANATE (“P.C.”) with 2, 
CRAB-NOT 
CRAB-NOT SELECTIVELY kills Crab 
Grass and Chickweed without kill- 
ing lawn grasses. It's the new 
amazingly successful chemical fea- 
tured in the April issue of Bercer 
> 4 Homes & Gardens. NON-POISONOUS 
to humans and animals. So easy to 
use — simply add to water and 
“Spray Crab Grass away!’’ $1.00 
the size treats up to 1400 sq. fe. 
ed a STANDARD FORMULAE (86% P. C.) 
| $2.95 and $1.00 sizes. 
§ ol SPECIAL FORMULAE (with “2, 4-0") 
Other $3.50 and $1.25 sizes. 
- own At Seed, Hardware and 
Dept. Scores, or write 
for name of nearest 
mber dealer, and licerature. 
= NOTT mec co. 
in fli , , MT. VERNON, N.Y. 
mae New Daylilies Carmine Larkspur 
uncil, San Pedro, top left, introduced in 1946, One of the 1950 flower novelties is the 
g my is a canary-gold daylily. The three flaming spike of the Super Majestic 
ir, in newcomers, all 1950 introductions, are: Carmine larkspur offered by the Ferry- DOG-CH EC REPELS DOGS 
on to top right, Happy Days, a pale lemon Morse Seed Company. It is similar in AND CATS! 
; . . P Hi iis € i 1 
_— with apple-green throat; lower left, color to the Giant Imperial King lark- Seer ciet Loves crokoee taisie Wun 19 patemned 
1umMs, Rainbow Chaser, a giant red-brown spur. The base-branching laterals sur- ¢ Applicators ee ee ee 
ether. blend with green throat; lower right, round the tall center spikes closely. | [NPOORS NEW! O0G-CH EC Ke eke on. Harnieee 
. . ‘ , 7 7° and ¢ 5 
ies of Bernice Russell. a rosy cinnamon-vellow The large double blossoms are evenly 35¢ siz and finest furniture Shaker packaue. $1.00 and 
vater- bordering on brown. These deylilies spaced. Outdoors in California, the "aa 
doves were developed by Russell Gardens, Super Majestic group reach 5 feet or NOTT MFG. CO., MT. VERNON, N.Y. . 
caged Spring, Tex. more, indoors in Michigan, 41% feet. 
f the 
n the 
a bit 
sitors 
3 ani 
Wild 
iming 
wood 
RUSSELL Vaylll. 
owing Send for the world’s largest Daylily 
Peren- catalogue in natural colors. It’s 
i and yours—it’s free. From the world’s 
ening, largest grower. Daylilies exclu- 
[phin- sively. 

Touslehead Mum Orchid Peace NEW REDS, WINES, ROSE, 
lhe new Touslehead Lavender Cactus A beautiful new white cattleya orchid ee eg pea to 
is really a greenhouse-type mum which was sponsored at the International ee ee 

owing ias moved outdoors, taking its beauty Flower Show by Mrs. Eleanor Roose- . 
ment, ind size from hothouse varieties. its velt. This is the new Peace orchid. a America comes -" 
neria, ‘arliness and hardiness from more which has a giant bloom with beauti- er better varieties. 
. and ugged mums. The 4- to 5-inch blooms fully balanced petals. Seven years were 
ary from pure light pink to deep required to bring this plant to its first RUSSELL 
rchid. Touslehead will grow anywhere flowering. The orchid was grown and GARDENS 
ther mums will—in fertile, well-drained developed by John Lager of Lager & 
oil. (Developed by R. M. Kellogg Co., Hurrell, Summit, N. J. Mr. Lager, Sr., 
s : : , 
— hree Rivers, Mich.) brought srchids from South Amesica. 
1950 Slower Grower @ July, 1950 79 






































Things Out-of-the-Ordinary 


Adjuste Plant Supports 


EARS ago when I was trying to enjoy 

acanthus plants on a windy hilltop, 
gray hairs would have been saved if I had 
known about Adjusto plant supports. You 
may never grow an acanthus, but you no 
doubt have other plants that need just 
the support which Adjusto can give. An 
illustrated folder from,the maker, Una- 
dilla Silo Company, 607 Clifton Street, 
Unadilla, New York, will make every- 
thing clear. 


Dwarf Pomegranate 


HERE are two ways of looking at 
™ the dwarf pomegranate as a house 
plant: from the artistic point of view and 
from the utilitarian standpoint. In the 
former role it is a shapely little bush 
clothed in small glossy leaves, large 
orange-red flowers, and, if one has the 
single-flowered form, attractive red 
fruits. As an edible fruit, it all depends 
upon one’s taste. To some, the taste is 
rather insipid; grow it for an ornament. 
Plants are available from Burgess Seed 
& Plant Co., Galesburg, Michigan. 


Danish Blue Grass 


F YOUR lawn needs a beauty lift, try a 

mixture of perennial grasses which 
contains 15 per cent Danish Blue grass. 
For the first time since 1941, when ship- 
ment of the seed from Denmark to the 
United’ States ended because of the 
war, this fine grass seed has been in- 
cluded in a top blend brought out this 
year by O. M. Scott and Sons Company, 
Marysville, Ohio. 

Poa trivialis is highly prized because 
of its hardihood and its ability to thrive 
in semishady as well as sunlit areas. It 
has a velvety blade and a bright sheen. 
Blended with other seed, it helps keep 
lawns at an attractive color peak. 


Foliage Fertilizer 


O be in the pink of health, plants, too, 

need a balanced diet, in a form of 
plant food which they can easily absorb. 
Ra-Pid-Gro, manufactured by Ra-Pid-Gro 
Corporation, Dansville, New York, is in- 
stantly soluble; you can feed the plant 
at the roots or through the foliage. Be- 
cause Ra-Pid-Gro enters the sap stream 
immediately, you can use it in combina- 
tion with insecticides or fungicides. Your 
shrubs and lawns, as well as your flowers 
and vegetables, show new vigor from 
regular feeding. A package of Ra-Pid-Gro 
is a good thing to keep on your garden 


shelf. 
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Conducted by C. W. WOOD 


New Sansevieria 


F all the forms that the lily family 

has assumed, the bowstring-hemps 
(sansevieria to you) are perhaps of 
the greatest value to the window gar- 
dener, partly because of their amiable 
disposition, which allows them to per- 
sist under the most adverse conditions. 
They do, however, respond to good 
treatment; I know of one plant of S. 
cylindrica with leaves more than five 
feet long. All sansevierias are better, I 
suspect, when given a rather heavy soil 
and a little more moisture than they get 
under ordinary succulent culture. 

Not all plants sold as S. zeylanica 
forms belong to that species, for one sees 
S. thrysiflora and S. trifasciata laurenti 
under that label. Be that as it may, there 
are several variegated forms now avail- 
able that are among the best of fool- 
proof, window garden plants. And of 
these. the new Bartel’s Sensation, which 
you will find in the Loveland Goldfish 
Farm (Loveland, Ohio) catalogue, will 
eventually be in the first rank. The varie- 
gation of the leaves—a broad center line 
of green and a narrow green edge divided 
by a band of white—is both unique and 
highly attractive. 


Daylily Valiant 
If YOU think that a daylily should 


be some shade of yellow or orange, 
you will be delighted with Cook’s new or- 
ange Valiant (about the best orange that 
I have seen). Here is excellent color, with 
wide-open, broad-petaled flowers, on 
stems to three feet in height. I noticed it 
is listed by Fass Gardens, Box 749, Hicks- 
ville, New York. 


Cross 


LYCcHNIS chalcedonica was a favorite 
of colonial days, following the colo- 
nists to our shores and the settlers as they 
pushed westward. I like to think of it as 
helping in its small way to keep the 
spark of the love of beauty burning in 
the hearts of pioneer women as they in 
turn, helped to conquer our wilderness; 
and I like to think of it as helping to 
awaken our modern pastel worshipers to 
the need of something more robust than 
white, salmon and orchid. Under good 
treatment, it may get up to 3 feet in 
height, lighting up its part of the garden 
in June with its vivid scarlet Maltese 
crosses (flesh-colored or white for those 
anaemic souls who cannot stand scarlet). 
Seeds are listed by a few dealers, in- 
cluding Peter Henderson & Co., 35 Cort- 
landt Street, New York 7, New York. 


Maltese 


Tom Thumb Caltivator 
(THE cook’s forks will be where the, 


should be when she looks for them 
not in some window where [ left then 
after cultivating a few pot plants. To the 
men window gardeners: For the safety 
of your married life, I advise you to get 
one of the new Tom Thumb pot plant 
cultivators from Max Schling Seedsmen 
Inc., Madison Avenue near 59th Street 
New York 22, New York. To the la- 
dies: For your own peace of mind, d 
likewise. It will be worthwhile to have 
one on the windowsill. 


Spathiphyllum Hybrids 


HE only spathiphyllum that I eve: 
tried to grow in a window garden was 
S. floribundum and it did so poorly that 


I never made a second effort. However. 
I have no reason to doubt Magnolia 
Nurseries (Magnolia, Massachusetts ) 


when they say their hybrids are “perfect 
sunny-window plants, in bloom six 
months of the year.” They would b 
worth the trial anyway, for a six-month 
production of their pretty white spathes 
would be an event in any house plant 
collection. These typical American herbs 
need plenty of warmth. 


Crabgrass Killer 
G EEDLINGS of crabgrass will be pop- 


ping up all over your lawn all sum- 
mer, unless you kill them as they appear. 
Here’s an easy way to get rid of them. 


Give them a good dose of Weedone 
Crabgrass Killer, 2% ounces in 3% 


gallons of water per 500 square feet of 
turf as often as necessary. For mature 
crabgrass plants, double the dosage. Be 
sure to wet grass thoroughly before you 
use it, warns its producer, the American 
Chemical Paint Company, Ambler, Pa. 


Velvet Plant 
ALTHOUGH botanists tell us the genus 


gynura, to which velvet plant, Gynura 
aurantiaca, belongs, is closely allied to 
cineraria and senecio, our present plant, 
a native of Java, serves an entirely dif- 
ferent purpose in the window garden. Its 
greatest virtue as an ornament in a sunny 
window is found in its leaves, large, soft 
(almost succulent) and velvety with pur 
ple hairs. Then of course, its ease of cul 
ture in a rather warm room is also in its 
favor. It all makes for a pretty ornament, 
which may be bedded out in summer, and 
new plants started from cuttings. The 
Kohler Greenhouse, Mikado, Michigan. 
lists it. 
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cores of Long, Graceful Buds on J&P’s Majestic New YellowRose 


Rare indeed, is an unfading yellow 
rose . . . especially one that is en- 
dowed with the grace of form, brilliant color 
and exceptional hardiness of J&P’s latest creation 
... Golden Scepter! Once you see this majestic Hybrid 
Tea blossoming in your garden—you ll quickly under- 
stand why it won the highest Rose Award in Holland last 
year... why it was judged ‘Best Rose’ by the National Rose 
Society and the Royal Horticulture Society of England... why it 
has been so highly praised by testing stations all over America. 
Early in June, the tall, open plant bursts forth with dozens 
and dozens of slender golden-yellow buds . . . which slowly 
unfurl into large, exquisite yellow blooms. And these high- 
centered 5!5” flowers retain their rich color 
throughout the summer. The contrasting dark 
glossy foliage is very resistant to ordinary ills. = 
Yes, Golden Scepter is truly an excep- 
tional rose in every way! 
GUARANTEED TO LIVE & BLOOM! Be ~ Ly 
the first in your neighborhood to dis- 
play this glowing yellow 
beauty — order it NOW. 
Shipment will be made at 
the proper Fall planting 
time for your locality. 









PRICES: 
$2.50 
Each 


SAVE $1.25 
by ordering 3 for $6.25 


SAVE $5.00 
by ordering 12 for $25 


MAIL THIS COUPON TO ORDER DIRECT 


JACKSON & PERKINS CO. 
31 Rose Lane, Newark, NEW YORK 


Send me, at the proper Fall planting time for my 
locality. . GOLDEN SCEPTER Rose 
Plants. I enclose $ 


$2.50 each—3 for $6.25—12 for $25 


Include, FREE with my order, a copy of your help- 
ful ‘“‘Home Garden Guide.’’ 
Name 


Address 


City Zone State 


Send me, FREE, your new 1950 Fall Catalog 











er 


OPEN INTO 
BRILLIANT UNFADING 
51%" GOLDEN YELLOW 
. BLOOMS LIKE 
\ THESE! 


Pl. Pat. No. 910 


Jackson & Perkins Co. 


WORLD'S LARGEST ROSE GROWERS 
Nework, NEW YORK 


The Rose Capital of America 








Will grow 
even larger 
than this picture. 


Burpee 
Earhibition 
Pansies 


Giant 


DOLLAR SPECIALS --2 


At Such Low Prices 
to Order Plenty of 


for Burpee 


Large Flowered Crocus 


To give you ry display at low cost, 


here is a colorful mixture of blue, purple, $ 
yellow, white, and striped 50 BULBS 
100 Bulbs $2.00 
all 


oe Parrot Tulips 
Tug exoti most beautiful of MS 
Pulips! Geranium-red tinted rose, marked 
green, Only 10 BULBS 
25 Bulbs $2.50 
Giant Red Emperor Tulips 
Largest, earliest, most. brilliant tall s 
giant tulips Intense scarlet petals, un- 
believably long. ‘Top-size 10 BULBS 
25 Bulbs $2.50 
Tall Giant Darwin Tulips 
white, $ 


Beautifully strong 
stems. Red, purple, 
10 BULBS 
50 Bulbs $4.25 


i chee 


each 


Oc 


formed = flowers 
pink, vellow, 


etc., in mixture. Top-size bulbs, 


To Send for the Larger Quantities, 
Sofa Any 
Se ox 
SO 


{ Petindetiphio 32, Pa. 
lowa 
hesesestie, California fl 


Clinton, 


. ATLEE BURPEE CO., 116 Burpee Bldg., 


Packet 
Seeds 


Graiant 
for 


Durpes 


(24F38) 


at planting time the 
Bulbs checked below : 
Giant Trumpet Daffodils 
20 Bulbs $1. 
Red-Cupped = ( 
} 12 Bulbs $1. 140 f 

Large Flowered Hyac ror 
} 6 Bulbs $1. 20 tor 


Ss oe 


end postpaid, 4 
Exhibition Pansy 


10c 


paid suar 


Send po 
t Irpet 


eed Pt 
Large Flowered Crocus 
50 Bulbs $$ 100 for $2. 00 
Fantasy Parrot ae 9342 
10 Bulbs $1. for $2.50 
Red Emperor Tulips 
10 Bulbs $1. 25 for $2.50 


Tall Giant Darwin Tulips 
10 Bulbs $1 50 for $4.25 


Gt 


Enelosed is § 


Zone 
[] Send Burpee’s 1950 Fall Bulb Book FREE, 


Ntate 


nd Lorger 


These Choicest 


3 $1 Lots for Only $2.7 
Any 6 $1 Lots for Only $5.00 
a4 ORDER DIRECT FROM THIS PAGE 


40 for 


or 





SPECIAL— 
for Bigger, Better 
Flowers Next Spring! 


You'll have strong, vigorous plants with 
sturdy 


huge 
stems 


See how much bigger 
Pansies you can grow 
by sowing seeds now! 
Easy directions free 
with seeds. 35c-Pkt. 
Giant Exhibition Pan- 
sites for only 10c— 


eSend Dime Today! 


ron FALL BULBS 


i 
Daffodils 


flowers to 4 on long, 


All the richest colors 
many gayly blotched. 


In. across, , 
and combinations of 
The gracefully waved 
frilled petals — and velvety, many 
quisitely — d. Your plants will live throu; gh 
and begin to b wih very early next spring! 


up 
colors 
and 
are €x- 


winter 


Bors. Gia 


The earlier you plant your bulbs 
— especially Daffodils the larger 
and earlier your flowers will be next 
spring. Order right away and yours 
will be among the first shipped! 


Quantities 


Want 
Fall 


You'll 
This 


Quality Bulbs. 
Kinds to Plant 


Giant Trumpet Daffodils 
Glorious “Long Trumpet’ varieties 
all largest flowers on strong, stiff stems 
1 ft. and more tall An age 
display for beds and borders : grand for 
bouquets. All you want, at only 
each! Yellows, whites and bi-colors in 


au grand mixture 20 BULBS 


Fy | 
40 Bulbs $2.00 
Red-Cupped Daffodils 


Distinctive, brilliant! Cups. strikingly 
marked in shades of apricot, deep 
orange and = red, ontrasting with 
pure white, ere or yellow. petals. 


Unsurpassed mixture. 12 BULBS 1 


40 Bulbs $3.00 
Large Flowered Hyacinths 


‘or frag 


rance, stately spikes and showy 
colors. A lovely) mixture of blue, red, $ 
yellow, rose, pink and white. 6 BULBS 


20 Bulbs $3.00 


amis 


Please Write Your Order in a Letter — All Bulbs Sent Postpaid 


5) 


All Burpee Bulbs 


Are 


Guaranteed to Bloom 


Bulb Book 


FREE 


You'll 


be thrilled 
with the matchless 
beauty of the newer, 
better kinds of Tulips, 
Daffodils, Hivacinths 
and other spring flow 
ers, in this colorful Burpee Fall Bull 
Book Our finest selection eve r, all 
at moderate prices, than, 
half what they were a few years ago! 
Ask for your free today. 


W. Atlee Burpee Co. 


Address: 116 Burpee Building 
at nearest city: Philadelphia 32, Pa. cr 
Clinton, lowa or Riverside, California 


$2.00 
17 

$3 00 
$3.00 


some less 


copy 





